
This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains notices to the public of the proposed
issuance of rules and regulations. The
purpose of these notices is to give interested
persons an opportunity to participate in the
rule making prior to the adoption of the final
rules.

Proposed Rules Federal Register

52130

Vol. 60, No. 193

Thursday, October 5, 1995

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 95–CE–59–AD]

Airworthiness Directives; Air Tractor,
Incorporated Models AT–802 and AT–
802A Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This document proposes to
adopt a new airworthiness directive
(AD) that would apply to Air Tractor,
Incorporated (Air Tractor) Models AT–
802 and AT–802A airplanes. The
proposed action would require
repetitively replacing the main landing
gear legs. Failure of the main landing
gear legs on an AT–802A in the field
prompted the proposed action. The
actions specified by the proposed AD
are intended to prevent possible failure
of the main landing gear legs, which, if
not detected and corrected, could result
in loss of control of the landing
operations of the airplane.
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before December 5, 1995.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Central Region,
Office of the Assistant Chief Counsel,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 95–CE–59–
AD, Room 1558, 601 E. 12th Street,
Kansas City, Missouri 64106. Comments
may be inspected at this location
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday, holidays excepted.

Service information that applies to the
proposed AD may be obtained from Air
Tractor Incorporated, P. O. Box 485,
Olney, Texas 76374; telephone (817)
564–5616; facsimile (817) 564–2348.
This information also may be examined
at the Rules Docket at the address above.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Bob
May, Aerospace Engineer, FAA, Aircraft
Certification Office, 2601 Meacham

Boulevard, Fort Worth, Texas 76193–
0150; telephone (817) 222–5155;
facsimile (817) 222–5960.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments Invited

Interested persons are invited to
participate in the making of the
proposed rule by submitting such
written data, views, or arguments as
they may desire. Communications
should identify the Rules Docket
number and be submitted in triplicate to
the address specified above. All
communications received on or before
the closing date for comments, specified
above, will be considered before taking
action on the proposed rule. The
proposals contained in this notice may
be changed in light of the comments
received.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the proposed rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,
in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report that
summarizes each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this
proposal will be filed in the Rules
Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
submitted in response to this notice
must submit a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: ‘‘Comments to
Docket No. 95–CE–59–AD.’’ The
postcard will be date stamped and
returned to the commenter.

Availability of NPRMs

Any person may obtain a copy of this
NPRM by submitting a request to the
FAA, Central Region, Office of the
Assistant Chief Counsel, Attention:
Rules Docket No. 95–CE–59–AD, Room
1558, 601 E. 12th Street, Kansas City,
Missouri 64106.

Discussion

The FAA received a report of the
collapse of an Air Tractor AT–802A
airplane equipped with 1.56-inch thick
main landing gear legs, part number (P/
N) 40091–2. The investigation revealed
that the parked AT–802A airplane’s
main landing gear failed after having
made approximately 3,500 landings.
There was slight rust under the clamp

block where the failure started. This
failure of the main landing gear legs in
the field has prompted a re-evaluation
of the fatigue life of the legs presented
in the life limited parts section of the
Airplane Maintenance Manual,
Airworthiness Limitations Section,
defined by section 23.159 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 23.159).
The 1.56-inch thick landing gear legs
were heat treated to a higher ultimate
tensile stress. This higher than normal
heat treatment has made them more
brittle than gears used on other Air
Tractor models.

Air Tractor has issued Service
Bulletin (SB) 104A, dated July 29, 1995,
which specifies procedures for replacing
the main landing gear legs on Models
AT–802 and AT 802A airplanes.

After examining the circumstances
and reviewing all available information
related to the incidents described above,
the FAA has determined that AD action
should be taken to prevent possible
failure of the main landing gear legs,
which, if not detected and corrected,
could result in loss of control of the
landing operations and possible loss of
the airplane.

Since an unsafe condition has been
identified that is likely to exist or
develop in other Air Tractor Models
AT–802 and AT–802A airplanes of the
same type design, the proposed AD
would require replacing the main
landing gear legs every 3,000 landings.

The FAA estimates that 18 airplanes
in the U.S. registry would be affected by
the proposed AD, that it would take
approximately 12 hours per airplane to
accomplish the proposed action, and
that the average labor rate is
approximately $60 an hour. Parts cost
approximately $2,816 per airplane.
Based on these figures, the total cost
impact of the proposed AD on U.S.
operators is estimated to be $63,648
($3,536 per airplane). This figure is
based on the assumption that no
affected airplane owner/operator has
replaced the main landing gear legs and
does not take into account the number
of repetitive replacements each operator
would incur over the life of the airplane.
The FAA has no way of determining
how many main landing gear
replacements each owner/operator will
incur.

The regulations proposed herein
would not have substantial direct effects
on the States, on the relationship


