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(2) applications, including the clinical applications, of that research.
(b) NBAC shall identify broad principles to govern the ethical conduct
of research, citing specific projects only as illustrations for such principles.

(c) NBAC shall not be responsible for the review and approval of specific
projects.

(d) In addition to responding to requests for advice and recommendations
from the National Science and Technology Council, NBAC also may accept
suggestions of issues for consideration from both the Congress and the
public. NBAC also may identify other bioethical issues for the purpose
of providing advice and recommendations, subject to the approval of the
National Science and Technology Council.

Sec. 5. Priorities. (a) As a first priority, NBAC shall direct its attention
to consideration of: protection of the rights and welfare of human research
subjects; and issues in the management and use of genetic information,
including but not limited to, human gene patenting.

(b) NBAC shall consider four criteria in establishing the other priorities
for its activities:

(1) the public health or public policy urgency of the bioethical issue;

(2) the relation of the bioethical issue to the goals for Federal investment
in science and technology;

(3) the absence of another entity able to deliberate appropriately on the
bioethical issue; and

(4) the extent of interest in the issue within the Federal Government.
Sec. 6. Administration. (a) The heads of executive departments and agencies
shall, to the extent permitted by law, provide NBAC with such information
as it may require for purposes of carrying out its functions.

(b) NBAC may conduct inquiries, hold hearings, and establish subcommittees,
as necessary. The Assistant to the President for Science and Technology
and the Secretary of Health and Human Services shall be notified upon
establishment of each subcommittee, and shall be provided information on
the name, membership (including chair), function, estimated duration, and
estimated frequency of meetings of the subcommittee.

(c) NBAC is authorized to conduct analyses and develop reports or other
materials. In order to augment the expertise present on NBAC, the Secretary
of Health and Human Services may contract for the services of nongovern-
mental consultants who may conduct analyses, prepare reports and back-
ground papers, or prepare other materials for consideration by NBAC, as
appropriate.

(d) Members of NBAC shall be compensated in accordance with Federal
law. Members of NBAC may be allowed travel expenses, including per
diem in lieu of subsistence, to the extent permitted by law for persons
serving intermittently in the government service (5 U.S.C. 5701–5707).

(e) To the extent permitted by law, and subject to the availability of appropria-
tions, the Department of Health and Human Services shall provide NBAC
with such funds as may be necessary for the performance of its functions.
The Secretary of Health and Human Services shall provide management
and support services to NBAC.

Sec. 7. General Provisions. (a) Notwithstanding the provisions of any other
Executive order, the functions of the President under the Federal Advisory
Committee Act that are applicable to NBAC, except that of reporting annually
to the Congress, shall be performed by the Secretary of Health and Human
Services, in accordance with the guidelines and procedures established by
the Administrator of General Services.

(b) NBAC shall terminate two years from the date of this order unless
extended prior to that date.


