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into formal consultation with the
Service. No such activities are currently
known with respect to the species
covered by this rule.

Section 8(a) of the Act authorizes the
provision of limited financial assistance
for the development and management of
programs that the Secretary of the
Interior determines to be necessary or
useful for the conservation of
endangered species in foreign countries.
Sections 8(b) and 8(c) of the Act
authorize the Secretary to encourage
conservation programs for foreign
endangered species and to provide
assistance for such programs, in the
form of personnel and the training of
personnel.

Section 9 of the Act, and
implementing regulations found at 50
CFR 17.21, set forth a series of general
prohibitions and exceptions that apply
to all endangered wildlife. These
prohibitions, in part, make it illegal for
any person subject to the jurisdiction of
the United States to take, import or
export, ship in interstate commerce in
the course of commercial activity, or sell
or offer for sale in interstate or foreign
commerce any endangered wildlife. It
also is illegal to possess, sell, deliver,
transport, or ship any such wildlife that
has been taken in violation of the Act.
Certain exceptions apply to agents of the
Service and State conservation agencies.

Permits may be issued to carry out
otherwise prohibited activities
involving endangered wildlife under
certain circumstances. Regulations
governing permits are codified at 50
CFR 17.22 and 17.23. Such permits are
available for scientific purposes, to
enhance propagation or survival, or for

incidental take in connection with
otherwise lawful activities.

Public Comments Solicited

The Service intends that any final rule
adopted will be accurate and as effective
as possible in the conservation of
endangered or threatened species.
Therefore, comments and suggestions
concerning any aspect of this proposed
rule are hereby solicited from the
public, concerned governmental
agencies, the scientific community,
industry, private interests, and other
parties. Comments particularly are
sought concerning the following:

(1) biological, commercial, or other
relevant data concerning any threat (or
lack thereof) to the subject species;

(2) the location of any additional
populations of the subject species;

(3) additional information concerning
the distribution of this species; and

(4) current or planned activities in the
involved areas, and their possible effect
on the subject species.

Final promulgation of the regulations
on the subject species will take into
consideration the comments and any
additional information received by the
Service, and such communications may
lead to a final decision that differs from
this proposal.

The Endangered Species Act provides
for a public hearing on this proposal, if
requested. Requests must be filed within
45 days of the date of publication of the
proposal, must be in writing, and
should be directed to the party named
in the above ADDRESSES section.

National Environmental Policy Act

The Service has determined that an
Environmental Assessment, as defined

under the authority of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, need
not be prepared in connection with
regulations adopted pursuant to Section
4(a) of the Endangered Species Act, as
amended. A notice outlining the
Service’s reasons for this determination
was published in the Federal Register of
October 25, 1983 (48 FR 49244).

Author

The primary author of this proposed
rule is Ronald M. Nowak, Office of
Scientific Authority, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Washington, D.C.
20240 (phone 703–358–1708).

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and threatened species,
Exports, Imports, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements, and
Transportation.

Proposed Regulation Promulgation

Accordingly, the Service hereby
proposes to amend part 17, subchapter
B of chapter I, title 50 of the Code of
Federal Regulations, as set forth below:

PART 17—[AMENDED]

1. The authority citation for Part 17
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1361–1407; 16 U.S.C.
1531–1544; 16 U.S.C. 4201–4245; Pub. L. 99–
625, 100 Stat. 3500; unless otherwise noted.

2. Amend § 17.11(h) by revising the
entry for ‘‘Tuatara’’ under REPTILES to
read as follows:

§ 17.11 Endangered and threatened
wildlife.

* * * * *
(h) * * *

Species

Historic range

Vertebrate popu-
lation where en-

dangered or threat-
ened

Status When listed Critical
habitat

Special
rulesCommon name Scientific name

REPTILES

* * * * * * *
Tuatara .................... Sphenodon

punctatus.
New Zealand .......... Entire ..................... E 3ll NA N/A

Tuatara Brother’s Is-
land.

Sphenodon guntheri Zealand (N.
Brotherns).

Entire ..................... E 3ll N/A N/A

* * * * * * *


