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conducted. With respect to surface
mines, an ‘‘active metal mining facility’’
does not include any area of land on or
in which grading has been completed to
return the earth to a desired contour and
reclamation work has begun.

‘‘Inactive Metal Mining Facility’’
means a site or portion of a site where
metal mining and/or milling activities
occurred in the past but is not an active
metal mining facility, as defined in this
permit and that portion of the facility
does not have an active mining permit
issued by the applicable (federal or
state) governmental agency.

‘‘Temporarily Inactive Metal Mining
Facility’’ means a site or portion of a site
where metal mining and/or milling
activities occurred in the past, but
currently are not being actively
undertaken, and the facility has an
active mining permit issued by the
applicable (federal or state) government
agency that authorizes mining at the
site.

3. Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plan Requirements

a. Contents of Plan for Active and
Temporarily Inactive Metal Mining
Facilities. The plan shall include, at a
minimum, the following items:

(1) Pollution Prevention Team.
Identification of a specific individual or
individuals within the facility
organization as members of a storm
water Pollution Prevention Team that
are responsible for developing the storm
water pollution prevention plan and
assisting the facility or plant manager in
its implementation, maintenance, and
revision. The plan shall clearly identify
the responsibilities of each team
member. The activities and
responsibilities of the team shall
address all aspects of the facility’s storm
water pollution prevention plan.

(2) Description of Mining Activities. A
description of the mining and associated
activities taking place at the site that
affect or may affect storm water runoff
intended to be covered by this permit.
The description shall report the total
acreage within the mine site, an
estimate of the number of acres of
disturbed land and an estimate of the
total amount of land proposed to be
disturbed throughout the life of the
mine. A general description of the
location of the mining site relative to
major transportation routes and
communities shall also be provided.

(3) Description of Potential Pollutant
Sources. A description of potential
sources that may reasonably be expected
to add significant amounts of pollutants
(including sediment) to storm water
discharges or that may result in the
discharge of pollutants during dry

weather. Each description shall identify
all activities and significant materials
that may potentially be significant storm
water pollutant sources from the active
mining activity (see Part XI.G.1.),
including, at a minimum:

(a) Drainage.
(i) A site topographic map that

indicates, at a minimum: mining/
milling site boundaries and access and
haul roads; the location of each storm
water outfall and an outline of the
portions of the drainage area that are
within the facility boundaries;
equipment storage, fueling and
maintenance areas; materials handling
areas; storage areas for chemicals and
explosives; areas used for storage of
overburden, materials, soils or wastes;
location of mine drainage (where water
leaves mine) or any other process water;
tailings piles/ponds, both proposed and
existing; heap leach pads; points of
discharge from the property for mine
drainage or any other process water;
springs, streams, wetlands and other
surface waters; and boundary of
tributary areas that are subject to
effluent limitations guidelines. In
addition, the map must indicate the
types of discharges contained in the
drainage areas of the outfalls.

(ii) Prediction of the direction of flow,
and identification of the types of
pollutants (e.g., heavy metals, sediment)
that are likely to be present in storm
water discharges associated with
industrial activity, for each area of the
mine/mill site that generates storm
water discharges associated with
industrial activity with a reasonable
potential for containing significant
amounts of pollutants. Factors to
consider include the mineralogy of the
ore and waste rock (e.g., acid forming),
toxicity and quantity of chemical(s)
used, produced or discharged; the
likelihood of contact with storm water;
vegetation on site if any, and history of
significant leaks or spills of toxic or
hazardous pollutants. Flows with a
significant potential for causing erosion
shall be identified.

(b) Inventory of Exposed Materials—
An inventory of the types of materials
handled at the site that potentially may
be exposed to precipitation for each
storm water outfall that may be covered
under this permit (see Part XI.G.1.).
Such inventory shall include a narrative
description of: significant materials that
have been handled, treated, stored or
disposed in a manner to allow exposure
to storm water between the time of 3
years prior to the date of the submission
of a Notice of Intent (NOI) to be covered
under this permit and the present;
method and location of onsite storage or
disposal; materials management

practices employed to minimize contact
of materials with storm water runoff
between the time of 3 years prior to the
date of the submission of a Notice of
Intent (NOI) to be covered under this
permit and the present; the location and
a description of existing structural and
nonstructural control measures to
reduce pollutants in storm water runoff;
and a description of any treatment the
storm water receives. The inventory of
exposed materials shall include, but
shall not be limited to the significant
materials stored exposed to storm water,
and material management practices
employed that were listed for the
facility in the approved group
application.

A summary of any existing ore or
waste rock/overburden characterization
data, including results of testing for acid
rock generation potential. If the ore or
waste rock/overburden characterization
data is updated due to a change in the
ore type being mined, the storm water
pollution prevention plan shall be
updated with the new data.

(c) Spills and Leaks—A list of
significant spills and significant leaks of
toxic or hazardous pollutants that
occurred at areas that are exposed to
precipitation or that otherwise drain to
a storm water conveyance at the facility
after the date of 3 years prior to the date
of submission of a Notice of Intent (NOI)
to be covered under this permit. Such
list shall be updated as appropriate
during the term of the permit.

(d) Sampling Data—A summary of
existing discharge sampling data
describing pollutants in storm water
discharges from the facility, including a
summary of sampling data collected
during the term of this permit.

(e) Risk Identification and Summary
of Potential Pollutant Sources—A
narrative description of the potential
pollutant sources from the following
activities associated with metal mining:
loading and unloading operations;
outdoor storage activities; outdoor
manufacturing or processing activities;
significant dust or particulate generating
processes; and onsite waste disposal
practices. The description shall
specifically list any significant potential
source of pollutants at the site and for
each potential source, any pollutant or
pollutant parameter (e.g., heavy metals,
etc.) of concern shall be identified.

(4) Measures and Controls. A
description of storm water management
controls appropriate for the facility, and
procedures for implementing such
controls. The appropriateness and
priorities of controls in a plan shall
reflect identified potential sources of
pollutants at the facility. The
description of storm water management


