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document observations of color, odor,
clarity, floating solids, settled solids,
suspended solids, foam, oil sheen, and
other obvious indicators of storm water
pollution. The examination must be
conducted in a well lit area. No
analytical tests are required to be
performed on the samples. All such
samples shall be collected from the
discharge resulting from a storm event
that is greater than 0.1 inches in
magnitude and that occurs at least 72
hours from the previously measurable
(greater than 0.1 inch rainfall) storm
event. Where practicable, the same
individual should carry out the
collection and examination of
discharges for entire permit term.

(3) Visual examination reports must
be maintained onsite in the pollution
prevention plan. The report shall
include the examination date and time,
examination personnel, the nature of the
discharge (i.e., runoff or snow melt),
visual quality of the storm water
discharge (including observations of
color, odor, clarity, floating solids,
settled solids, suspended solids, foam,
oil sheen, and other obvious indicators
of storm water pollution), and probable
sources of any observed storm water
contamination.

(4) When a facility has two or more
outfalls that, based on a consideration of
industrial activity, significant materials,
and management practices and activities
within the area drained by the outfall,
the permittee reasonably believes
discharge substantially identical
effluents, the permittee may collect a
sample of effluent of one of such
outfalls and report that the examination
data also applies to the substantially
identical outfall(s) provided that the
permittee includes in the storm water
pollution prevention plan, a description
of the location of the outfalls and
explains in detail why the outfalls are
expected to discharge substantially
identical effluents. In addition, for each
outfall that the permittee believes is
representative, an estimate of the size of
the drainage area (in square feet) and an
estimate of the runoff coefficient of the
drainage area [e.g., low (under 40
percent), medium (40 to 65 percent), or
high (above 65 percent)] shall be
provided in the plan.

(5) When a discharger is unable to
collect samples over the course of the
visual examination period as a result of
adverse climatic conditions, the
discharger must document the reason
for not performing the visual
examination and retain this
documentation onsite with the records
of the visual examination. Adverse
weather conditions that may prohibit
the collection of samples include

weather conditions that create
dangerous conditions for personnel
(such as local flooding, high winds,
hurricane, tornadoes, electrical storms,
etc.) or otherwise make the collection of
a sample impracticable (e.g., drought,
extended frozen conditions, etc.).

(6) When a discharger is unable to
conduct visual storm water
examinations at an inactive and
unstaffed site, the operator of the facility
may exercise a waiver of the monitoring
requirement as long as the facility
remains inactive and unstaffed. The
facility must maintain a certification
with the pollution prevention plan
stating that the site is inactive and
unstaffed so that performing visual
examinations during a qualifying event
is not feasible.

G. Storm Water Discharges Associated
With Industrial Activity From Metal
Mining (Ore Mining and Dressing)
Facilities

1. Discharges Covered Under This
Section

The requirements listed under this
section shall apply to storm water
discharges from active and inactive
metal mining and ore dressing facilities
(Standard Industrial Classification (SIC)
Major Group 10) if the storm water has
come into contact with, or is
contaminated by, any overburden, raw
material, intermediate product, finished
product, byproduct, or waste product
located on the site of the operation. SIC
Major Group 10 includes establishments
primarily engaged in mining,
developing mines, or exploring for
metallic minerals (ores) and also
includes all ore dressing and
beneficiating operations, whether
performed at mills operated in
conjunction with the mines served or at
mills, such as custom mills, operated
separately. For the purposes of this part
of the permit, the term ‘‘metal mining’’
includes all ore mining and/or dressing
and beneficiating operations, whether
performed at mills operated in
conjunction with the mines served or at
mills, such as custom mills, operated
separately. All storm water discharges
from inactive metal mining facilities
and the storm water discharges from the
following areas of active, and
temporarily inactive, metal mining
facilities are the only discharges covered
by this section of the permit: topsoil
piles; offsite haul/access roads if off
active area; onsite haul roads if not
constructed of waste rock or if spent ore
and mine water is not used for dust
control; runoff from tailings dams/dikes
when not constructed of waste rock/
tailings and no process fluids are

present; concentration building, if no
contact with material piles; mill site, if
no contact with material piles; chemical
storage area; docking facility, if no
excessive contact with waste product;
explosive storage; reclaimed areas
released from reclamation bonds prior
to December 17, 1990; and partially/
inadequately reclaimed areas or areas
not released from reclamation bonds.

When an industrial facility, described
by the above coverage provisions of this
section, has industrial activities being
conducted onsite that meet the
description(s) of industrial activities in
another section(s), that industrial
facility shall comply with any and all
applicable monitoring and pollution
prevention plan requirements of the
other section(s) in addition to all
applicable requirements in this section.
The monitoring and pollution
prevention plan terms and conditions of
this multi-sector permit are additive for
industrial activities being conducted at
the same industrial facility (co-located
industrial activities). The operator of the
facility shall determine which other
monitoring and pollution prevention
plan section(s) of this permit (if any) are
applicable to the facility.

a. Limitations on Coverage. The
following storm water discharges
associated with industrial activity are
not authorized by this permit:

(1) Discharges from active metal
mining facilities that are subject to the
effluent limitation guidelines for the Ore
Mining and Dressing Point Source Point
Source Category (40 CFR Part 440).
Coverage under this permit does not
include adit drainage or contaminated
springs or seeps at active facilities,
temporarily inactive facilities, or
inactive facilities. Also see Limitations
on Coverage, Part I.B.3.

(2) Storm water discharges associated
with an industrial activity that the
Director (EPA) has determined to be, or
may reasonably be expected to be,
contributing to a violation of a water
quality standard.

(3) Storm water discharges associated
with industrial activity from inactive
mining operations occurring on Federal
lands where an operator cannot be
identified.

2. Special Definitions
The following definitions are only for

this section of today’s permit and are
not intended to supersede the
definitions of active and inactive mining
facilities established by 40 CFR
122.26(b)(14)(iii):

‘‘Active Metal Mining Facility’’ is a
place where work or other related
activity to the extraction, removal, or
recovery of metal ore is being


