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of today’s permit generally require that
the portion of the plan that describes the
measures and controls address the
following minimum components.

When ‘‘minimize/reduce’’ is used
relative to pollution prevention plan
measures, EPA means to consider and
implement best management practices
that will result in an improvement over
the baseline conditions as it relates to
the levels of pollutants identified in
storm water discharges with due
consideration to economic feasibility
and effectiveness.

a. Good Housekeeping. Good
housekeeping involves using practical,
cost-effective methods to identify ways
to maintain a clean and orderly facility
and keep contaminants out of separate
storm sewers. It includes establishing
protocols to reduce the possibility of
mishandling chemicals or equipment
and training employees in good
housekeeping techniques. These
protocols must be described in the plan
and communicated to appropriate plant
personnel.

b. Preventive Maintenance. Permittees
must develop a preventive maintenance
program that involves regular inspection
and maintenance of storm water
management devices and other
equipment and systems. The program
description should identify the devices,
equipment, and systems that will be
inspected; provide a schedule for
inspections and tests; and address
appropriate adjustment, cleaning,
repair, or replacement of devices,
equipment, and systems. For storm
water management devices such as
catch basins and oil/water separators,
the preventive maintenance program
should provide for periodic removal of
debris to ensure that the devices are
operating efficiently. For other
equipment and systems, the program
should reveal and enable the correction
of conditions that could cause
breakdowns or failures that may result
in the release of pollutants.

c. Spill Prevention and Response
Procedures. Based on an assessment of
possible spill scenarios, permittees must
specify appropriate material handling
procedures, storage requirements,
containment or diversion equipment,
and spill cleanup procedures that will
minimize the potential for spills and in
the event of a spill enable proper and
timely response. Areas and activities
that typically pose a high risk for spills
include loading and unloading areas,
storage areas, process activities, and
waste disposal activities. These
activities and areas, and their
accompanying drainage points, must be
described in the plan. For a spill
prevention and response program to be

effective, employees should clearly
understand the proper procedures and
requirements and have the equipment
necessary to respond to spills.

d. Inspections. In addition to the
comprehensive site evaluation, facilities
are required to conduct periodic
inspections of designated equipment
and areas of the facility. Industry-
specific requirements for such
inspections, if any, are discussed in
Section VIII. of this fact sheet. When
required, qualified personnel must be
identified to conduct inspections at
appropriate intervals specified in the
plan. A set of tracking or follow-up
procedures must be used to ensure that
appropriate actions are taken in
response to the inspections. Records of
inspections must be maintained. These
periodic inspections are different from
the comprehensive site evaluation, even
though the former may be incorporated
into the latter. Equipment, area, or other
inspections are typically visual and are
normally conducted on a regular basis,
e.g., daily inspections of loading areas.
Requirements for such periodic
inspections are specific to each
industrial sector in today’s permit,
whereas the comprehensive site
compliance evaluation is required of all
industrial sectors. Area inspections help
ensure that storm water pollution
prevention measures (e.g., BMPs) are
operating and properly maintained on a
regular basis. The comprehensive site
evaluation is intended to provide an
overview of the entire facility’s
pollution prevention activities. Refer to
Part VI.C.4. below for more information
on the comprehensive site evaluation.

e. Employee Training. The pollution
prevention plan must describe a
program for informing personnel at all
levels of responsibility of the
components and goals of the storm
water pollution prevention plan. The
training program should address topics
such as good housekeeping, materials
management, and spill response
procedures. Where appropriate,
contractor personnel also must be
trained in relevant aspects of storm
water pollution prevention. A schedule
for conducting training must be
provided in the plan. Several sections in
Part XI. of today’s permit specify a
minimum frequency for training of once
per year. Others indicate that training is
to be conducted at an appropriate
interval. EPA recommends that facilities
conduct training annually at a
minimum. However, more frequent
training may be necessary at facilities
with high turnover of employees or
where employee participation is
essential to the storm water pollution
prevention plan.

f. Recordkeeping and Internal
Reporting Procedures. The pollution
prevention plan must describe
procedures for developing and retaining
records on the status and effectiveness
of plan implementation. At a minimum,
records must address spills, monitoring,
and inspection and maintenance
activities. The plan also must describe
a system that enables timely reporting of
storm water management-related
information to appropriate plant
personnel.

g. Sediment and Erosion Control. The
pollution prevention plan must identify
areas that, due to topography, activities,
soils, cover materials, or other factors
have a high potential for significant soil
erosion. The plan must identify
measures that will be implemented to
limit erosion in these areas.

h. Management of Runoff. The plan
must contain a narrative evaluation of
the appropriateness of traditional storm
water management practices (i.e.,
practices other than those that control
pollutant sources) that divert, infiltrate,
reuse, or otherwise manage storm water
runoff so as to reduce the discharge of
pollutants. Appropriate measures may
include, among others, vegetative
swales, collection and reuse of storm
water, inlet controls, snow management,
infiltration devices, and wet detention/
retention basins.

Based on the results of the evaluation,
the plan must identify practices that the
permittee determines are reasonable and
appropriate for the facility. The plan
also should describe the particular
pollutant source area or activity to be
controlled by each storm water
management practice. Reasonable and
appropriate practices must be
implemented and maintained according
to the provisions prescribed in the plan.

In selecting storm water management
measures, it is important to consider the
potential effects of each method on
other water resources, such as ground
water. Although storm water pollution
prevention plans primarily focus on
storm water management, facilities must
also consider potential ground water
pollution problems and take appropriate
steps to avoid adversely impacting
ground water quality. For example, if
the water table is unusually high in an
area, an infiltration pond may
contaminate a ground water source
unless special preventive measures are
taken. Under EPA’s July 1991 Ground
Water Protection Strategy, States are
encouraged to develop Comprehensive
State Ground Water Protection Programs
(CSGWPP). Efforts to control storm
water should be compatible with State
ground water objectives as reflected in
CSGWPPs.


