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11 In general, smoke tests should not be used for
evaluating the discharge of non-storm water to a
separate storm sewer as many sources of non-storm
water typically pass through a trap that would limit
the effectiveness of the smoke test.

carefully conduct an inspection of the
site and related records to identify
significant materials that are or may be
exposed to storm water. The inventory
must address materials that within 3
years prior to the date of the submission
of a Notice of Intent (NOI) to be covered
under this permit have been handled,
stored, processed, treated, or disposed
of in a manner to allow exposure to
storm water. Findings of the inventory
must be documented in detail in the
pollution prevention plan. At a
minimum, the plan must describe the
method and location of onsite storage or
disposal; practices used to minimize
contact of materials with rainfall and
runoff; existing structural and
nonstructural controls that reduce
pollutants in runoff; and any treatment
the runoff receives before it is
discharged to surface waters or a
separate storm sewer system. The
description must be updated whenever
there is a significant change in the types
or amounts of materials, or material
management practices, that may affect
the exposure of materials to storm
water.

c. Significant Spills and Leaks. The
plan must include a list of any
significant spills and leaks of toxic or
hazardous pollutants that occurred in
the 3 years prior to the date of the
submission of a Notice of Intent (NOI)
to be covered under this permit.
Significant spills include, but are not
limited to, releases of oil or hazardous
substances in excess of quantities that
are reportable under Section 311 of
CWA (see 40 CFR 110.10 and 40 CFR
117.21) or Section 102 of the
Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation and Liability
Act (CERCLA) (see 40 CFR 302.4).
Significant spills may also include
releases of oil or hazardous substances
that are not in excess of reporting
requirements and releases of materials
that are not classified as oil or a
hazardous substance.

The listing should include a
description of the causes of each spill or
leak, the actions taken to respond to
each release, and the actions taken to
prevent similar such spills or leaks in
the future. This effort will aid the
facility operator as she or he examines
existing spill prevention and response
procedures and develops any additional
procedures necessary to fulfill the
requirements of Part XI. of this permit.

d. Non-storm Water Discharges. Each
pollution prevention plan must include
a certification, signed by an authorized
individual, that discharges from the site
have been tested or evaluated for the
presence of non-storm water discharges.
The certification must describe possible

significant sources of non-storm water,
the results of any test and/or evaluation
conducted to detect such discharges, the
test method or evaluation criteria used,
the dates on which tests or evaluations
were performed, and the onsite drainage
points directly observed during the test
or evaluation. Acceptable test or
evaluation techniques include dye tests,
television surveillance, observation of
outfalls or other appropriate locations
during dry weather, water balance
calculations, and analysis of piping and
drainage schematics.11

Except for flows that originate from
fire fighting activities, sources of non-
storm water that are specifically
identified in the permit as being eligible
for authorization under the general
permit must be identified in the plan.
Pollution prevention plans must
identify and ensure the implementation
of appropriate pollution prevention
measures for the non-storm water
discharge.

EPA recognizes that certification may
not be feasible where facility personnel
do not have access to an outfall,
manhole, or other point of access to the
conduit that ultimately receives the
discharge. In such cases, the plan must
describe why certification was not
feasible. Permittees who are not able to
certify that discharges have been tested
or evaluated must notify the Director in
accordance with Part XI. of the permit.

e. Sampling Data. Any existing data
on the quality or quantity of storm water
discharges from the facility must be
described in the plan, including data
collected for part 2 of the group
application process. These data may be
useful for locating areas that have
contributed pollutants to storm water.
The description should include a
discussion of the methods used to
collect and analyze the data. Sample
collection points should be identified in
the plan and shown on the site map.

f. Summary of Potential Pollutant
Sources. The description of potential
pollution sources culminates in a
narrative assessment of the risk
potential that sources of pollution pose
to storm water quality. This assessment
should clearly point to activities,
materials, and physical features of the
facility that have a reasonable potential
to contribute significant amounts of
pollutants to storm water. Any such
activities, materials, or features must be
addressed by the measures and controls
subsequently described in the plan. In
conducting the assessment, the facility

operator must consider the following
activities: loading and unloading
operations; outdoor storage activities;
outdoor manufacturing or processing
activities; significant dust or particulate
generating processes; and onsite waste
disposal practices. The assessment must
list any significant pollution sources at
the site and identify the pollutant
parameter or parameters (i.e.,
biochemical oxygen demand, suspended
solids, etc.) associated with each source.

3. Measures and Controls
Following completion of the source

identification and assessment phase, the
permit requires the permittee to
evaluate, select, and describe the
pollution prevention measures, best
management practices (BMPs), and
other controls that will be implemented
at the facility. BMPs include processes,
procedures, schedules of activities,
prohibitions on practices, and other
management practices that prevent or
reduce the discharge of pollutants in
storm water runoff.

EPA emphasizes the implementation
of pollution prevention measures and
BMPs that reduce possible pollutant
discharges at the source. Source
reduction measures include, among
others, preventive maintenance,
chemical substitution, spill prevention,
good housekeeping, training, and proper
materials management. Where such
practices are not appropriate to a
particular source or do not effectively
reduce pollutant discharges, EPA
supports the use of source control
measures and BMPs such as material
segregation or covering, water diversion,
and dust control. Like source reduction
measures, source control measures and
BMPs are intended to keep pollutants
out of storm water. The remaining
classes of BMPs, which involve
recycling or treatment of storm water,
allow the reuse of storm water or
attempt to lower pollutant
concentrations prior to discharge.

The pollution prevention plan must
discuss the reasons each selected
control or practice is appropriate for the
facility and how each will address one
or more of the potential pollution
sources identified in the plan. The plan
also must include a schedule specifying
the time or times during which each
control or practice will be implemented.
In addition, the plan should discuss
ways in which the controls and
practices relate to one another and,
when taken as a whole, produce an
integrated and consistent approach for
preventing or controlling potential
storm water contamination problems.
The permit requirements included for
the various industry sectors in Part XI


