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respond to, a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid OMB
control number. The OMB control
numbers for EPA’s regulations are listed
in 40 CFR Part 9.

The EPA would like to solicit
comments to:

(i) evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

(ii) evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

(iii) enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

(iv) minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses.

Burden Statement: The Agency
computed the burden for each of the
recordkeeping and reporting
requirements applicable to the industry
for the currently approved 1992
Information Collection Request (ICR).
Where appropriate, the Agency
identified specific tasks and made
assumptions, while being consistent
with the concept of burden under the
Paper Reduction Act.

The estimate was based on the
assumption that there would be seven
new affected facilities each year and
that there was an average of 146 sources
in existence for the three years covered
by the ICR. For the new sources, it was
estimated that it would take: seven
person-hours to read the instructions,
3890 person-hours to gather the
information to write the initial reports
and 1285 person-hours to conduct the
initial performance tests (assuming that
20% of the tests must be repeated). For
all sources, it was estimated that it
would take: 146 person-hours to fill out
quarterly and semiannual emission
reports (assuming 65% of the sources
will have at least one quarter with
excess emissions and that 35% of the
sources will have to report
semiannually.) and 12,775 person-hours
to enter information for records of
operating parameters (assuming a source
operates 350 days per year and that it
takes .25 hours per occurrence).

The average annual burden to
industry over the past three year period
from recordkeeping and reporting
requirements had been estimated at

18,103 person-hours. The respondents
costs was calculated on the basis of
$14.50 per hour plus 110 percent
overhead. The average annual burden to
industry over the past three years was
estimated to be $551,236.

This estimate includes the time
needed to review instructions; develop,
acquire, install, and utilize technology
and systems for the purposes of
collecting, validating, and verifying
information, processing and
maintaining information, and disclosing
and providing information; adjust the
existing ways to comply with any
previously applicable instructions and
requirements; train personnel to be able
to respond to a collection of
information; search data sources;
complete and review the collection of
information; and transmit or otherwise
disclose the information. For the new
ICR, cost estimates for the required
monitoring systems will need to be
included in the overall burden estimate.
No additional third party burden is
relevant to this ICR.

NSPS Subpart N: New Source
Performance Standards (NSPS) for
Basic Oxygen Process Furnaces and
NSPS Subpart Na: New Source
Performance Standards (NSPS) for
Basic Oxygen Process Furnaces at
Steelmaking Facilities.

Title: NSPS Subpart N, Na: New
Source Performance Standards (NSPS)
for Basic Oxygen Process Furnaces;
OMB No. 2060–0029; Expiration Date—
March 31, 1996.

Affected Entities: Entities potentially
affected by this action are each basic
oxygen process furnace (BOPF) in a
steel plant (Subpart N—addresses
primary emissions from BOPF), and any
top-blow BOPF and hot metal transfer
station or skimming station used for a
bottom-blown or top-blown BOPF
(Subpart Na—addresses secondary
emission from BOPF).

Abstract: The EPA is charged under
Section 111 of the Clean Air Act, as
amended, to establish standards of
performance for new stationary sources
based on the best demonstrated
technology (BDT). Section 111 also
requires that the Administrator review,
and, if appropriate revise such
standards every four years. In addition,
Section 114(a) states that:

* * * the Administrator may require any
owner or operator subject to any requirement
of this act to: (1) Establish and maintain such
records, (2) make such reports, (3) install, use
and maintain such monitoring equipment or
methods (in accordance with such methods
at such locations, at such intervals, and in
such manner as the Administrator shall

prescribe), (4) provide such other,
information, as he may reasonably require.

New Source Performance Standards
were promulgated for basic oxygen
process furnaces on June 11, 1973 and
amended on January 2, 1986 to include
both primary emissions and secondary
emissions from these sources. An
opacity limit was promulgated on April
13, 1978, as a supplement to the mass
standard. In the Administrator’s,
judgment, these standards were required
to address particulate matter emissions
from BOPFs in iron and steel plants
which contribute to air pollution that
may reasonably be anticipated to
endanger public health or welfare.

To ensure compliance with such
standards adequate recordkeeping is
necessary. In the absence of such
information enforcement personnel
would be unable to determine whether
the standards are being met on a
continuous basis, as required by the
Clean Air Act.

The Standards require daily
recordkeeping to document process
information relating to the time and
duration of each steel production cycle
and any diversion of exhaust gases from
the main stack servicing the BOPF, as
well as, of the various rates or levels of
exhaust ventilation at each phase of the
cycle through each duct of the
secondary emission capture system
(specified in 40 CFR 60.143, and 40 CFR
60.143a). Generally, this information
will be readily available because it is
needed for plant records. Therefore,
there is no increased burden to industry
on this requirement. Information on
pressure losses through the venturi
constriction of the control equipment,
and water supply pressure to the control
equipment would be recorded
continuously for facilities using venturi
scrubbers, thus enabling owners and
operators to demonstrate compliance
with the standards. This information
will be used to compare recorded
pressures to those pressures measured
during performance test so that
comparisons can be made to their
emissions thus ensuring continuous
compliance with the standard. The
semiannual reporting requirement
(specified in 40 CFR 60.143(c) and
60.143a (d) & (e)) for monitoring results
(i.e., pressure loss through the venturi
constriction of the scrubber and water
supply pressure to the scrubber) which
average more than ten percent below
performance test results provides a good
indication of a source’s compliance
status. EPA reduced the reporting
frequency for this information from
quarterly to semiannually in a December
1990 Federal Register Notice. The


