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Agreement, as required by the Act; and
(4) this action provides a 30-day
comment period and any comments
received will be considered prior to
issuance of any final rule.

List of Subjects in 7 CFR Part 997

Food grades and standards, Peanuts,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.

For the reasons set forth in the
preamble, 7 CFR part 997 is amended as
follows:

PART 997—PROVISIONS
REGULATING THE QUALITY OF
DOMESTICALLY PRODUCED
PEANUTS HANDLED BY PERSONS
NOT SUBJECT TO THE PEANUT
MARKETING AGREEMENT

1. The authority citation for 7 CFR
part 997 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 601–674.

2. Paragraph (g) of § 997.20 is revised
to read as follows:

§ 997.20 Incoming regulation.
* * * * *

(g) Shelled peanuts. Handlers may
acquire from other handlers or a handler
as defined in 7 CFR 998.8, for remilling
and subsequent disposition to human
consumption outlets, shelled peanuts
(which originated from ‘‘Segregation 1
peanuts’’) that fail to meet the
requirements specified for human
consumption in § 997.30(a).
Transactions made in this manner shall
be reported to the Division on Form FV–
117–3 ‘‘Report of Disposition to and
Acquisition from Another Handler—
Shelled Peanuts Failing Edible Quality
Requirements for Remilling and Further
Handling’’ by both the handler selling
such peanuts and the handler acquiring
such peanuts. Further disposition of
such peanuts shall be regulated by
§ 997.40.
* * * * *

3. Section 997.30(a)(1) is amended by
redesignating paragraph (a)(1) as
paragraph (a)(1)(i), revising introductory
text preceding the table, designating the
table as ‘‘Table 1’’ and adding a new
paragraph (a)(1)(ii) to read as follows:

§ 997.30 Outgoing regulation.

(a) Shelled peanuts. (1)(i) No handler
shall ship, sell, or otherwise dispose of
shelled peanuts for human consumption
unless such peanuts are Positive Lot
Identified and certified as meeting the
requirements specified in Table 1 in this
section. * * *

(ii) Peanuts meeting the specifications
in paragraph (a)(1)(i) of this section
must also be certified ‘‘negative’’ as to
aflatoxin, prior to shipment, unless such
peanuts are certified as meeting the
superior quality requirements in Table
2, and, as such, are exempt from
aflatoxin certification requirements.

TABLE 2.—SUPERIOR QUALITY EXEMPTION—PEANUTS FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION

[Whole kernels and splits]

Maximum limitations

Type and grade
category

Unshelled
peanuts and

damaged
kernels

(percent)

Unshelled
peanuts,
damaged

kernels and
minor de-

fects
(percent)

Fall through
Foreign ma-

terials
(percent)

Moisture
(percent)Sound split and

broken kernels
(percent)

Sound whole ker-
nels (percent) Total

Runner U.S. No.1
and better.

1.25 2.00 3.00%; 17⁄64 inch,
round screen.

3.00%; 16⁄64×3⁄4
inch, slot screen.

4.00%; both
screens.

.10 9.00

Virginia U.S. No.1
and better.

1.25 2.00 3.00%; 17⁄64 inch,
round screen.

3.00%; 15⁄64×1
inch, slot screen.

4.00%; both
screens.

.10 9.00

Spanish and Va-
lencia U.S. No.1
and better.

1.25 2.00 3.00%; 16⁄64 inch,
round screen.

2.00%; 15⁄64×3⁄4
inch, slot screen.

4.00%; both
screens.

.10 9.00

Runner U.S. Splits
(not more than
4% sound, whole
kernels).

1.25 2.00 2.00%; 17⁄64 inch,
round screen.

3.00%; 14⁄64×3⁄4
inch, slot screen.

4.00%; both
screens.

.20 9.00

Virginia U.S. Splits
(not less than
90% splits and
not more than
3.00% sound
whole kernels
and portions
passing through
20⁄64 inch round
screen).

1.25 2.00 3.00%; 17⁄64 inch,
round screen.

3.00%; 14⁄64×1
inch, slot screen.

4.00%; both
screens.

.20 9.00

Spanish and Va-
lencia U.S. Splits
(not more than
4% sound, whole
kernels).

1.25 2.00 2.00%; 16⁄64 inch,
round screen.

3.00%; 13⁄64×3⁄4
inch, slot screen.

4.00%; both
screens.

.20 9.00

Runner with splits
(not more than
15% sound
splits).

1.25 2.00 3.00%; 17⁄64 inch,
round screen.

3.00%; 16⁄64×3⁄4
inch, slot screen.

4.00%; both
screens.

.10 9.00


