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The Humane Society expressed support
for Sunday hunting closures.

Service Response: As the Service has
stated numerous times, there is no
biological basis for prohibiting hunting
on Sundays; therefore, the Service
neither promotes nor condones
prohibition of Sunday hunting. Sunday-
hunting closures are established by
State or local law. While the Service has
previously stated in the September 24,
1993, Federal Register (58 FR 50188)
that it believes this problem is an
individual State issue and can best be
resolved by each State removing its self-
imposed restrictions, the Service has
recently committed to work with the
Atlantic Flyway Council to review and
better clarify the issue of compensatory
days for those States prohibiting Sunday
hunting.

NEPA Consideration
NEPA considerations are covered by

the programmatic document, ‘‘Final
Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement: Issuance of Annual
Regulations Permitting the Sport
Hunting of Migratory Birds (FSES 88-
14),’’ filed with EPA on June 9, 1988.
Notice of Availability was published in
the Federal Register on June 16, 1988
(53 FR 22582). The Service’s Record of
Decision was published on August 18,
1988 (53 FR 31341). However, this
programmatic document does not
prescribe year-specific regulations;
those are developed annually. The
annual regulations and options were
considered in the Environmental
Assessment, ‘‘Waterfowl Hunting
Regulations for 1995,’’ which is
available upon request. In addition, the
Service prepared an Environmental
Assessment, ‘‘Proposal to Establish
General Swan Hunting Seasons in Parts
of the Pacific Flyway’’ to reconcile
conflicting strategies for managing two
swan species in the Pacific Flyway by
establishing for a trial period a general
swan season in portions of Montana,
Nevada, and Utah. The Environmental
Assessment is available upon request.

Endangered Species Act Consideration
In August 1995, the Division of

Endangered Species concluded that the
proposed action is not likely to
jeopardize the continued existence of
listed species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of
their critical habitats. Hunting
regulations are designed, among other
things, to remove or alleviate chances of
conflict between seasons for migratory
game birds and the protection and
conservation of endangered and
threatened species and their habitats.
The Service’s biological opinions

resulting from its consultation under
Section 7 are considered public
documents and are available for
inspection in the Division of
Endangered Species (room 432) and the
Office of Migratory Bird Management
(room 634), Arlington Square Building,
4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Arlington,
Virginia.

Regulatory Flexibility Act; Executive
Order 12866; and the Paperwork
Reduction Act

In the Federal Register dated March
24, 1995 (60 FR 15642), the Service
reported measures it had undertaken to
comply with requirements of the
Regulatory Flexibility Act and the
Executive Order. These included
preparing an Analysis of Regulatory
Effects and an updated Final Regulatory
Impact Analysis (FRIA), and publication
of a summary of the latter. Although a
FRIA is no longer required, the
economic analysis contained in the
FRIA was reviewed and the Service
determined that it met the requirements
of E.O. 12866. In addition, the Service
prepared a Small Entity Flexibility
Analysis, under the Regulatory
Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 601 et seq),
which further documented the
significant beneficial economic effect on
a substantial number of small entities.
This rule was reviewed by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) under
E.O. 12866.

These final regulations contain no
information collections subject to OMB
review under the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1980 (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.).
However, the Service does utilize
information acquired through other
various information collections in the
formulation of migratory game bird
hunting regulations. These information
collection requirements have been
approved by OMB and assigned
clearance numbers 1018-0005, 1018-
0006, 1018-0008, 1018-0009, 1018-0010,
1018-0015, 1018-0019, and 1018-0023.

Authorship

The primary author of this final rule
is Ron W. Kokel, Office of Migratory
Bird Management.

Regulations Promulgation

The rulemaking process for migratory
game bird hunting must, by its nature,
operate under severe time constraints.
However, the Service intends that the
public be given the greatest possible
opportunity to comment on the
regulations. Thus, when the preliminary
proposed rulemaking was published,
the Service established what it believed
were the longest periods possible for

public comment. In doing this, the
Service recognized that when the
comment period closed, time would be
of the essence. That is, if there were a
delay in the effective date of these
regulations after this final rulemaking,
the States would have insufficient time
to select season dates and limits; to
communicate those selections to the
Service; and to establish and publicize
the necessary regulations and
procedures to implement their
decisions.

Therefore, the Service, under
authority of the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act (July 3, 1918), as amended, (16
U.S.C. 703-711), prescribes final
frameworks setting forth the species to
be hunted, the daily bag and possession
limits, the shooting hours, the season
lengths, the earliest opening and latest
closing season dates, and hunting areas,
from which State conservation agency
officials may select hunting season dates
and other options. Upon receipt of
season and option selections from these
officials, the Service will publish in the
Federal Register a final rulemaking
amending 50 CFR part 20 to reflect
seasons, limits, and shooting hours for
the conterminous United States for the
1995-96 season.

The Service therefore finds that ‘‘good
cause’’ exists, within the terms of 5
U.S.C. 553(d)(3) of the Administrative
Procedure Act, and these frameworks
will, therefore, take effect immediately
upon publication.

List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 20
Exports, Hunting, Imports, Reporting

and recordkeeping requirements,
Transportation, Wildlife.

The rules that eventually will be
promulgated for the 1995-96 hunting
season are authorized under 16 U.S.C.
703-711, 16 U.S.C. 712, and 16 U.S.C.
742 a—j.

Dated: September 20, 1995.
George T. Frampton, Jr.,
Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and
Parks.

Final Regulations Frameworks for
1995-96 Late Hunting Seasons on
Certain Migratory Game Birds

Pursuant to the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act and delegated authorities, the
Director has approved frameworks for
season lengths, shooting hours, bag and
possession limits, and outside dates
within which States may select seasons
for hunting waterfowl and coots
between the dates of September 1, 1995,
and March 10, 1996.

General
Dates: All outside dates noted below

are inclusive.


