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Historical information confirms the
validity of the final Sacramento River
Fish Migration criteria, in that the
criteria index values developed in this
final rule are consistent with the
modeled index values representing
conditions in the late 1960’s to early
1970’s. As stated by EPA in the
Proposed Rule, the level of protection
on the Sacramento River during this
historical period was consistent with
the protection of the Fish Migration
designated use.

(III) Revised Sacramento Fish
Migration Criteria. The revised criteria
(Sacramento River Fish Migration
Criteria or SRFMC) are stated in

reference to water temperature. As
explained above, use of this linear
equation appears inappropriate at both
very high and very low temperatures, so
the criteria must specify a ceiling on the
index values at low temperatures and a
floor for high temperatures.
Incorporation of these conclusions and
comments leads to the following Fish
Migration criteria:
At temperatures below 61°F:

SRFMC=1.35
At temperatures between 61°F and 72°F:

SRFMC=6.96 ¥ .092 * Fahrenheit
temperature

At temperatures above 72°F:
SRFMC=0.34

In all cases, water temperature is the
temperature at release of tagged salmon
smolts into the Sacramento River at
Miller Park.

These final criteria are shown in
Figure 5. Note that the ‘‘ceiling’’ and
‘‘floor’’ values in the final rule differ
somewhat from those included in the
documents made available in EPA’s
Notice of Availability (59 FR 44095).
The changes were made to correct
computational errors in evaluating the
applicable ‘‘continuous function’’
values for the 61°F and 72°F ceiling and
floor levels.
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