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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Grant Availability to Federally-
Recognized Indian Tribes for Projects
Implementing Traffic Safety on Indian
Reservations

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Indian Affairs
intends to make funds available to
federally-recognized Indian tribes on an
annual basis for the purpose of
implementing traffic safety projects
which are designed to reduce the
number of traffic accidents and their
resulting fatalities, injuries, and
property damage within Indian
reservations. Due to the limited funding
available for this program, all projects
will be reviewed and selected on a
competitive basis. This notice is
intended to inform Indian tribes on the
availability of funds and the process in
which the projects are selected.
DATES: Requests for funds must be
received by June 1 of each program year.
Information packets will be distributed
on February 24, 1995.
ADDRESSES: Each tribe must submit its
request to the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Division of Safety Management,
Attention: Indian Highway Safety
Program Coordinator. Information
packets will be distributed on February
24, 1995, to all tribal leaders at the
addresses shown on the latest Tribal
Leaders List which is compiled by the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, Tribal
Government Services, Washington, DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tribes should direct questions
concerning the grant program to Norma
D. Long, the Bureau’s Indian Highway
Safety Program Coordinator or to
Charles L. Jaynes, Program
Administrator, Bureau of Indian Affairs,
P.O. Box 2006, Albuquerque, New
Mexico 87103; telephone: (505) 766–
2181.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1973
(Pub. L. 93–87) provides for U.S.
Department of Transportation funding
to assist Indian tribes in implementing
highway safety projects. These projects
are designed to reduce the number of
traffic crashes and their resulting
fatalities, injuries, and property damage
within Indian reservations. All
federally-recognized Indian tribes on
Indian reservations are eligible to

receive this assistance. All tribes which
avail themselves of this assistance are
reimbursed for cost incurred under the
terms of 23 USC Sec. 402 and
subsequent amendments.

Responsibilities
For purposes of application of the

Act, Indian reservations are collectively
considered a ‘‘State’’ and the Secretary,
U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI), is
considered the ‘‘Governor of a State.’’
The Secretary, DOI, delegated the
authority to administer the programs
throughout all the Indian reservations in
the United States to the Assistant
Secretary—Indian Affairs. The Assistant
Secretary—Indian Affairs further
delegated the responsibility for primary
administration of the Indian Highway
Safety Program to the Central Office
Division of Safety Management (DSM),
located in Albuquerque, New Mexico.
The Chief, DSM, as Program
Administrator of the Indian Highway
Safety Program, has two full-time staff
members to assist in program matters
and provide technical assistance to the
Indian tribes. It is at this level that
contacts with the Department of
Transportation are made with respect to
program approval, funding of projects
and technical assistance. The
Department of Transportation, through
the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) and the
Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA), is responsible for assuring that
the Indian Highway Safety Program is
carried out in accordance with 23 U.S.C.
402 and other applicable Federal
regulations.

The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration is responsible for the
apportionment of funds to the Secretary
of the Interior, review and approval of
the Indian Highway Safety Plan
involving NHTSA highway safety
program areas and technical guidance
and assistance to BIA.

The Federal Highway Administration
is responsible for review and approval
of the Indian Highway Safety Plan
involving FHWA highway safety
program areas and technical guidance
and assistance to BIA.

Program Areas
The Surface Transportation and

Uniform Relocation Assistance Act of
1987, 23 U.S.C. 402(j), required the
Department of Transportation to
conduct a rulemaking process to
determine those programs most effective
in reducing traffic crashes, injuries and
fatalities. Those program areas were
determined to be national priority
program areas, and include NHTSA
Program areas: (1) Alcohol; (2) Police

Traffic Services; (3) Occupant
Protection; (4) Traffic Records, and; (5)
Emergency Medical Services. FHWA
Program Area: Traffic Engineering
Services. NHTSA and FHWA Program
Areas: Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety.

Funding Criteria

The Bureau of Indian Affairs will
reimburse for eligible costs associated
with the following:

(1) Alcohol—Salary (DWI
enforcement officer); enforcement/
education; NHTSA approved Training;
Approved breath-testing equipment
(must be included on most recent
Conforming Product List); community/
school alcohol traffic safety education;
DWI offender education; prosecution;
adjudication; and vehicle expenses.

(2) Police Traffic Services—Salary
(traffic enforcement/education); traffic
law enforcement/radar training; speed
enforcement equipment (must be listed
on Consumer Products List);
community/school education; and
vehicle expenses.

(3) Occupant Protection—(1) Child
Passenger Safety—child car seat loaner
program; car seat transportation/storage,
and; public information/education. (B)
Community Seat Belt Program—Salary;
education/promotional materials; office
expenses, and; NHTSA-approved
Occupant Protection Usage and
Enforcement (OPUE) Training.

(4) Traffic Records—Salary;
computerized equipment.

(5) Emergency Medical Services—
Training; public information education.

(6) Traffic Engineering Services—
Traffic signs (warning, regulatory, work
zone); hardware and sign posts.

Project Guidelines

Information packets will be forwarded
to the tribes in the month of February
of each program year. Upon receipt of
the information packet, each tribe
should prepare a proposed project based
upon the following guidelines:

A. Program Planning. Program
planning shall be based upon the
highway safety problems identified and
countermeasures selected by the tribe
for the purpose of reducing traffic crash
factors.

B. Problem Identification. Highway
traffic safety problems shall be
identified from the best data available.
These data may be found in tribal
enforcement records on traffic crashes.
Other sources of data include
ambulance records, court and police
arrest records. The problem
identification process may be aided by
using professional opinions of
personnel in law enforcement, Indian
Health Service, driver education, road


