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SYSTEM LOCATION:
Office of Technology Transfer,

National Institutes of Health, 6011
Executive Boulevard, Third Floor,
Rockville, MD 20852.

Division of Financial Management
(DFM), Operations Accounting Branch,
National Institutes of Health, Building
31, Room B1B55, 9000 Rockville Pike,
Bethesda, Maryland 20892.

Division of Extramural Reports, Office
of Extramural Research, National
Institutes of Health, Building 31, Room
5B41, 31 Center Drive, Bethesda,
Maryland 20892–2184.

Public Health Service (PHS)
Technology Development Coordinators
and PHS Contract Attorneys retain files
supplemental to the records maintained
by the Office of Technology Transfer.
Write to the system manager at the
address below for office locations.

CATEGORIES OF INDIVIDUALS COVERED BY THE
SYSTEM:

PHS employees, grantees, fellowship
recipients and contractors who have
reported inventions, applied for patents,
have been granted patents, and/or are
receiving royalties from patents.

CATEGORIES OF RECORDS IN THE SYSTEM:
Inventor name, address, Social

Security number (required if inventor is
receiving royalties, otherwise optional),
title and description of the invention,
Employee Invention Report (EIR)
number, prior art related to the
invention, evaluation of the commercial
potential of the invention, prospective
licensees’ intended development of the
invention, associated patent prosecution
and licensing documents and royalty
payment information.

AUTHORITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF THE SYSTEM:
45 CFR parts 6 (Inventions and

Patents (General)), 7 (Employee
Inventions) and 8 (Inventions Resulting
from Research Grants, Fellowship
Awards, and Contracts for Research),
describing Departmental standards for
assessing, reporting, and maintaining
rights, including patent rights, in
inventions of Departmental employees,
grantees, fellowship recipients, and
contractors, or inventions made through
other resources and activities of the
Department; Exec. Order No. 9865, as
amended, 35 U.S.C. 266 note, ‘‘Patent
protection abroad of inventions
resulting from research financed by the
Government,’’ describing the
Government-wide policy for obtaining
foreign patent protection for inventions
resulting from research conducted or
financed by the Government; and Exec.
Order No. 10096, as amended, 35 U.S.C.
266 note, ‘‘Uniform Government Patent

Policy for Inventions by Government
Employees,’’ describing Government-
wide policy pertaining to inventions
made by Government employees.

PURPOSE(S):
Records in this system are used to: (1)

Obtain patent protection of inventions
submitted by PHS employees; (2)
monitor the development of inventions
made by grantees, fellowship recipients
and contractors and protect the
government rights to patents made with
NIH support; (3) grant licenses to
patents obtained through the invention
reports; and (4) provide royalty
payments to PHS inventors.

ROUTINE USES OF RECORDS MAINTAINED IN THE
SYSTEM, INCLUDING CATEGORIES OF USERS AND
THE PURPOSES OF SUCH USE:

1. Disclosure may be made to a
congressional office from the record of
an individual in response to an inquiry
from the congressional office made at
the request of that individual.

2. Disclosure may be made to the
Department of Justice or to a court or
other tribunal from this system of
records, when (a) HHS, or any
component thereof; or (b) any HHS
employee in his or her official capacity;
or (c) any HHS employee in his or her
individual capacity where the
Department of Justice (or HHS, where it
is authorized to do so) has agreed to
represent the employee; or (d) the
United States or any agency thereof
where HHS determines that the
litigation is likely to affect HHS or any
of its components, is a party to litigation
or has an interest in such litigation, and
HHS determines that the use of such
records by the Department of Justice,
court or other tribunal is relevant and
necessary to the litigation and would
help in the effective representation of
the governmental party, provided,
however, that in each case HHS
determines that such disclosure is
compatible with the purpose for which
the records were collected. Disclosure
may also be made to the Department of
Justice to obtain legal advice concerning
issues raised by the records in this
system.

3. In the event that a system of records
maintained by this agency to carry out
its functions indicates a violation or
potential violation of law, whether civil,
criminal, or regulatory in nature, and
whether arising by general statute or
particular program statute, or by
regulation, rule or order issued pursuant
thereto, the relevant records in the
system of records may be referred to the
appropriate agency, whether Federal,
State, or local, charged with enforcing or
implementing the statute or rule,

regulation or order issued pursuant
thereto.

4. NIH may disclose records to
Department contractors and
subcontractors for the purpose of
collecting, compiling, aggregating,
analyzing, or refining records in the
system. Contractors maintain, and are
also required to ensure that
subcontractors maintain, Privacy Act
safeguards with respect to such records.

5. NIH may disclose information from
this system of records for the purpose of
obtaining patent protection for PHS
inventions and licenses for these patents
to: (a) Scientific personnel, both in this
agency and other Government agencies,
and in non-Governmental organizations
such as universities, who possess the
expertise to understand the invention
and evaluate its importance as a
scientific advance; (b) contract patent
counsel and their employees and foreign
contract personnel retained by the
Department for patent searching and
prosecution in both the United States
and foreign patent offices; (c) all other
Government agencies whom PHS
contacts regarding the possible use,
interest in, or ownership rights in PHS
inventions; (d) prospective licensees or
technology finders who may further
make the invention available to the
public through sale or use; (e) parties,
such as supervisors of inventors, whom
PHS contacts to determine ownership
rights, and those parties contacting PHS
to determine the Government’s
ownership; and (f) the United States and
foreign patent offices involved in the
filing of PHS patent applications.

6. NIH will report to the Treasury
Department, Internal Revenue Service
(IRS), as taxable income, the amount of
royalty payment paid to PHS inventors.

POLICIES AND PRACTICES FOR STORING,
RETRIEVING, ACCESSING, RETAINING, AND
DISPOSING OF RECORDS IN THE SYSTEM:

STORAGE:
The records will be stored in file

folders, computer tapes and computer
discs.

RETRIEVABILITY:
Records are retrieved by name of the

inventor, EIR number, or keywords
relating to the nature of the invention.

SAFEGUARDS:
1. Authorized users: Data on computer

files is accessed by keyword known
only to authorized users who are NIH or
contractor employees involved in
patenting and licensing of PHS
inventions. Access to information is
thus limited to those with a need to
know.

2. Physical safeguards: records are
stored in a locked room or in locking
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