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enable that Department to present an
effective defense, provided such
disclosure is compatible with the
purpose for which the records were
collected.

POLICIES AND PRACTICES FOR STORING,
RETRIEVING, ACCESSING, RETAINING, AND
DISPOSING OF RECORDS IN THE SYSTEM:

STORAGE:
Stored in file folders.

RETRIEVABILITY:
Retrieved by name.

SAFEGUARDS:
1. Authorized users: Access is limited

to authorized personnel (system
manager and staff).

2. Physical safeguards: Records are
maintained in offices which are locked
when not in use.

3. Procedural safeguards: Access to
files is strictly controlled by system
manager and staff.

RETENTION AND DISPOSAL:
Records are retained and disposed of

under the authority of the NIH Records
Control Schedule contained in NIH
Manual Chapter 1743, Appendix 1—
‘‘Keeping and Destroying Records’’
(HHS Records Management Manual,
Appendix B–361), item 2600–A–4,
which allows records to be destroyed
after a maximum period of 6 years and
3 months after final payment. Refer to
the NIH Manual Chapter for specific
disposition instructions.

SYSTEM MANAGER AND ADDRESS:
Administrative Officer, DCT, Building

31, Room 3A44, 9000 Rockville Pike,
Bethesda, MD 20892

Administrative Officer, OD, National
Institutes of Health, Building 31,
Room 11A33, 9000 Rockville Pike,
Bethesda, MD 20892

Administrative Officer, DEA, Executive
Plaza North, Room 604, 9000
Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD 20892

Administrative Officer, DCE, Building
31, Room 11A11, 9000 Rockville Pike,
Bethesda, MD 20892

Administrative Officer, DCPC, Building
31, Room 10A50, 9000 Rockville Pike,
Bethesda, MD 20892

NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE:
Write to the appropriate System

Manager listed above to determine if a
record exists. The requester must also
verify his or her identity by providing
either a notarization of the request or a
written certification that the requester is
who he or she claims to be and
understands that the knowing and
willful request for acquisition of a
record pertaining to an individual under
false pretenses is a criminal offense

under the Act, subject to a five thousand
dollar fine.

RECORD ACCESS PROCEDURE:
Same as notification procedures.
Requesters should also reasonably

specify the record contents being
sought. Individuals may also request
listings of accountable disclosures that
have been made of their records, if any.

CONTESTING RECORD PROCEDURE:
Contact the official under notification

procedures above, and reasonably
identify the record and specify the
information to be contested, and state
the corrective action sought and the
reasons for the correction, with
supporting justification. The right to
contest records is limited to information
which is incomplete, irrelevant,
incorrect, or untimely (obsolete).

RECORD SOURCE CATEGORIES:
Individuals in the system.

SYSTEMS EXEMPTED FROM CERTAIN PROVISIONS
OF THE ACT:

None.

09–25–0126

SYSTEM NAME:
Clinical Research: National Heart,

Lung, and Blood Institute
Epidemiological and Biometric Studies,
HHS/NIH/NHLBI.

SECURITY CLASSIFICATION:
None.

SYSTEM LOCATION:
Records included in this system are

located in hospitals, universities,
research centers, research foundations,
and coordinating centers under contract
with the National Heart, Lung, and
Blood Institute, and in NHLBI facilities
in Bethesda, Maryland. Write to the
system manager at the address below for
a list of locations, including the address
of any Federal Records Center where
records from this system may be stored.

CATEGORIES OF INDIVIDUALS COVERED BY THE
SYSTEM:

Participants in these studies include
(1) individuals who have been or who
are presently being treated by the
National Heart, Lung, and Blood
Institute, for diseases or conditions of
the heart, lung, blood vessels and blood;
(2) individuals whose physical, genetic,
social, economic, environmental,
behavioral or nutritional conditions or
habits are being studied in relation to
the incidence of heart, lung, blood
vessel and blood diseases among human
beings; and (3) normal volunteers who
have agreed to provide control data
germane to these studies.

CATEGORIES OF RECORDS IN THE SYSTEM:
This system consists of a variety of

clinical, medical, and statistical
information resulting from or contained
in research findings, medical histories,
vital statistics, personal interviews,
questionnaires, or direct observation.
The system also includes records of
current addresses of study participants,
photographs, fingerprints, and
correspondence from or about
participants in these studies.

AUTHORITY FOR MAINTENANCE OF THE SYSTEM:
Sec. 412, 413 of the Public Health

Service Act (42 U.S.C. 287a, 287b).

PURPOSE(S):
(1) Summaries of data resulting from

these studies are used by the National
Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute to
monitor and evaluate the incidence of
the diseases or the conditions under
investigation and the relationship of
various factors to the occurrence of
these diseases.

(2) The summaries are also used for
program planning and evaluation
purposes.

ROUTINE USES OF RECORDS MAINTAINED IN THE
SYSTEM, INCLUDING CATEGORIES OF USERS AND
THE PURPOSES OF SUCH USES:

1. Disclosure may be made to HHS
contractors, grantees and collaborating
researchers and their staff in order to
accomplish the research purpose for
which the records are collected. The
recipients are required to protect such
records from improper disclosure.

2. Referrals may be made of
assignments of research investigators
and project monitors to specific research
projects to the Smithsonian Institution
to contribute to the Smithsonian
Science Information Exchange, Inc.

3. In the event the Department deems
it desirable or necessary, in determining
whether particular records are required
to be disclosed under the Freedom of
Information Act, disclosures may be
made to the Department of Justice for
the purpose of obtaining its advice.

4. Where the appropriate official of
the Department, pursuant to the
Department’s Freedom of Information
Regulation determines that it is in the
public interest to disclose a record
which is otherwise exempt from
mandatory disclosure, disclosure may
be made from this system of records.

5. The Department contemplates that
it will contract with a private firm for
the purpose of collating, analyzing,
aggregating or otherwise refining
records in this system. Relevant records
will be disclosed to such a contractor.
The contractor shall be required to
maintain Privacy Act safeguards with
respect to such records.
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