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notice as an alternative to sending
notices to customers individually. This
type of notification is appropriate for
master meter systems because there is
commonly a prominent place visited by
residents, such as a management office,
that is suitable for such posting.

Although the final rule probably does
not affect many master meter operators,
we did not adopt the suggestion to
specifically exempt these operators. As
operators of distribution pipelines, they
come under the mandate when they do
not maintain buried customer piping up
to building walls. Also, there is no
evidence to suggest that customers of
master meter operators have less need
for safety information than customers of
other operators.

III. Regulatory Analyses and Notices

A. Executive Order 12866 and DOT
Policies and Procedures

The Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) does not consider this final rule
to be a significant regulatory action
under section 3(f) of Executive Order
12866. Therefore, OMB did not review
the final rule. Also, DOT does not
consider the final rule to be significant
under its regulatory policies and
procedures (44 FR 11034, February 26,
1979). A final regulatory evaluation is
available for review in the docket.

B. Executive Order 12612

We analyzed the final rule under the
principles and criteria in Executive
Order 12612 (‘‘Federalism’’). The final
rule does not have sufficient federalism
impacts to warrant preparation of a
federalism assessment.

C. Regulatory Flexibility Act

I certify, under Section 605 of the
Regulatory Flexibility Act, that this final
rule will not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities. For purposes
of that act, small entities supply gas to
fewer than 10,000 customers, and most
small entities are operators of master
meter systems. As discussed above,
most master meter operators do not
come under the final rule because they
own all gas piping up to building walls.
Master meter operators that do come
under the rule may comply merely by
posting a notice in a prominent location.
So compliance cost will be nominal for
the bulk of small entities. The remaining
small entities, mostly operators of
distribution systems in small towns,
will be subject to the same rule as other
operators. But, as explained above,
operators can either avoid notification
costs by maintaining covered piping, or

mitigate costs by including general
notices in billing envelopes.

D. Paperwork Reduction Act

OMB has approved the information
collection requirements of this final rule
under 44 U.S.C. Chapter 35.

List of Subjects in 49 CFR Part 192

Natural gas, Pipeline safety, Reporting
and recordkeeping requirements.

RSPA amends 49 CFR part 192 as
follows:

PART 192—[AMENDED]

1. The authority citation for part 192
is revised to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 5103, 60102, 60104,
60108, 60109, 60110, 60113, and 60118; 49
CFR 1.53.

2. Section 192.16 is added to read as
follows:

§ 192.16 Customer notification.
(a) This section applies to each

operator of a service line who does not
maintain the customer’s buried piping
up to entry of the first building
downstream, or, if the customer’s buried
piping does not enter a building, up to
the principal gas utilization equipment
or the first fence (or wall) that surrounds
that equipment. For the purpose of this
section, ‘‘maintain’’ means monitor for
corrosion according to § 192.465 if the
customer’s buried piping is metallic,
survey for leaks according to § 192.723,
and if an unsafe condition is found,
either shut off the flow of gas or advise
the customer of the need to repair the
unsafe condition.

(b) Each operator shall notify each
customer once in writing of the
following information:

(1) The operator does not maintain the
customer’s buried piping.

(2) If the customer’s buried piping is
not maintained, it may be subject to the
potential hazards of corrosion and
leakage.

(3) Buried gas piping should be—
(i) Periodically inspected for leaks;
(ii) Periodically inspected for

corrosion if the piping is metallic; and
(iii) Repaired if any unsafe condition

is discovered.
(4) When excavating near buried gas

piping, the piping should be located in
advance, and the excavation done by
hand.

(5) The operator (if applicable),
plumbers, and heating contractors can
assist in locating, inspecting, and
repairing the customer’s buried piping.

(c) Each operator shall notify each
customer not later than August 14, 1996,
or 90 days after the customer first

receives gas at a particular location,
whichever is later. However, operators
of master meter systems may
continuously post a general notice in a
prominent location frequented by
customers.

(d) Each operator must make the
following records available for
inspection by the Administrator or a
State agency participating under 49
U.S.C. 60105 or 60106:

(1) A copy of the notice currently in
use; and

(2) Evidence that notices have been
sent to customers within the previous 3
years.

Issued in Washington, D.C. on August 9,
1995.
Ana Sol Gutiérrez,
Deputy Administrator.
[FR Doc. 95–20021 Filed 8–11–95; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: NMFS issues this final rule to
implement Amendment 4 to the Fishery
Management Plan for the Spiny Lobster
Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico and South
Atlantic (FMP). Amendment 4 allows
the harvest of spiny lobster year-round
and establishes a daily bag or possession
limit of two spiny lobster per person in
the exclusive economic zone off North
Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.
EFFECTIVE DATES: September 13, 1995,
except for § 640.23(a) and (b) which will
be effective [September 21, 1995. The
incorporations by reference of certain
sections of the Florida Administrative
Code and Florida Statutes are approved
by the Director of the Office of the
Federal Register as of September 13,
1995.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Georgia Cranmore, 813–570–5305.


