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recruiting new users. Use of smokeless tobacco products has risen substantially since the 1970's:
overall, consumption of moist snuff almost tripled from 1972 through 1991; use by adolescent
males aged 18 to 19 increased almost 1,500% between 1970 and 1991.°2' The success of the
graduation strategy in getting users to the point where they want to consume the high-nicotine
products is demonstrated by the market share of various products. While the majority of
advertising dollars are spent on the low and medium nicotine products like Skoal Long Cuts, the
great bulk of the increased sales is in Copenhagen, the high-nicotine product.’** The consistently
small market share for the low-nicotine products shows that they serve only as a steppingstone to
the high-nicotine products. Consistent with the graduation strategy, a recent study found that
older smokeless tobacco users are more likely to purchase the brands that deliver high levels of
nicotine than are younger smokeless tobacco users.””

The evidence of manipulation of nicotine delivery in smokeless tobacco and the
deliberate marketing of higher and higher nicotine-containing products shows clearly that

smokeless tobacco manufacturers intend consumers to become tolerant to, and dependent on, the

2 See:
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Office of Smoking and Health. Unpublished data from 1970
and 1991 National Household Interview Surveys. (Rate of snuff use among 18-19 year-old males was
0.5% in 1970 and 7.6% in 1991).
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