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least a straight-line distance of 100
nautical miles between airports;

(ii) An instrument approach at each
airport; and

(iii) Approaches using VOR, NDB, and
ILS radio navigation aids.

(3) Requires applicants to be able to
write in the English language.

(4) Includes training in windshear
avoidance, aeronautical decision
making and judgment in the
aeronautical knowledge requirements,
and flight deck resource management, to
include crew communications and
coordination.

(5) Replaces the term ‘‘flight
proficiency requirements’’ with
‘‘approved areas of operation.’’

(6) Requires an applicant to receive
training or complete a home study
program, and receive an endorsement
from a ground or flight instructor on the
required aeronautical knowledge areas
of this section that are appropriate to the
instrument rating sought.

(7) Specifies that an applicant is not
required to accomplish another
knowledge test, when that person is
seeking an additional instrument rating.
However, the applicant would still be
required to have received and logged
ground training from an authorized
flight instructor-instrument or ground
instructor-instrument, or have
accomplished a home study course of
training on the approved aeronautical
knowledge areas that apply to the
instrument rating sought. In addition,
the applicant would still be required to
have received a logbook or training
record endorsement, from the
authorized instructor, who gave that
person training or reviewed their home
study course, certifying the person is
prepared to satisfactorily accomplish
the required knowledge test.

(8) Specifies that an applicant for a
practical test must receive an
endorsement from the flight instructor
who gave the applicant training and that
endorsement must state the applicant is
prepared for the practical test. The FAA
believes this step-by-step listing of
eligibility requirements would help the
applicant and the examiner to
determine readily which requirements
are to be met.

(9) Specifies the minimum distance
requirement for cross-country flight
training should be measured from one
airport to another. This proposal is in
agreement with the current FAA
interpretation on this issue.

(10) Deletes the requirement that the
applicant for an instrument rating must
have logged at least 125 hours of total
flight time. This proposal would
correspond with the current ICAO
requirements for an instrument rating,

which do not require a minimum
amount of total flight time. The FAA
also proposes to eliminate the
requirement for an applicant to have
logged at least 50 hours of cross-country
flight as a rated pilot.

(11) Specifies that an applicant who
completes an instrument practical test
in a multiengine airplane and who
holds an airplane category and single-
engine class rating is considered to have
met the requirements for an instrument
rating in a single-engine airplane.

Section 61.67 Category II Pilot
Authorization Requirements

This section has been addressed in a
separate NPRM that is entitled, ‘‘Aircraft
Flight Simulator Use in Pilot Training,
Testing, and Checking at Training
Centers,’’ and was issued on July 15,
1992 (57 FR 35918; August 11, 1992).
The existing section is republished
without change.

Section 61.69 Glider Towing:
Experience and Training Requirements

The FAA proposes to revise the title
of this section to read, ‘‘Glider towing:
Experience and training requirements.’’
The title of existing § 61.69 reads
‘‘Glider towing: Experience and
instruction requirements.’’ The
significant proposed changes in this
section are as follows:

(1) Clarifies the requirements for a
pilot who desires to act as a PIC of an
aircraft towing a glider and the
requirements for a pilot who
accompanies that person. The proposal
clarifies that the accompanying pilot is
required to have at least 10 flight hours
as a PIC of an aircraft towing a flight,
not the applicant. The present wording
is confusing and has been
misunderstood to mean that a pilot
cannot be a PIC until the pilot has made
and logged 10 flights as a PIC.

(2) Deletes the current alternative
provision in paragraph (c) of this section
that permits a pilot, who desires to act
as a PIC of an aircraft towing gliders, to
log three flights as the sole manipulator
of the controls of an aircraft simulating
glider towing flight procedures and
three flights as a pilot or observer in a
glider being towed by another aircraft.
Merely logging three flights as sole
manipulator of the controls of an aircraft
while simulating glider towing flight
procedures, or as a pilot or observer in
a glider being towed by another aircraft,
does not adequately maintain a pilot’s
proficiency for serving as a PIC towing
a glider. The FAA proposes to require a
pilot to make at least three flights as the
sole manipulator of the controls of an
aircraft towing a glider, while

accompanied by a pilot who meets the
requirements of this proposed section.

Section 61.71 Graduate of an
Approved Training Program, Other
Than Under This Part: Special Rules.

The title of this section is proposed to
be changed from ‘‘Graduates of
certificated flying schools: Special
rules’’ to ‘‘Graduate of an approved
training program, other than under this
part: Special rules.’’

The significant proposed changes in
this section are as follows:

(1) Permits the crediting of training
conducted under parts 141- or 142-
approved training programs.

(2) Permits the issuance of an ATP
certificate, type rating, or both, to a
person who has satisfactorily
accomplished an approved training
program and a PIC proficiency check for
that aircraft type, in accordance with the
PIC requirements of subparts N and O
of part 121 of this chapter. The person
must apply for that ATP certificate/type
rating within 60 calendar days from the
date the person satisfactorily completed
the training program and PIC
proficiency check in that airplane type.
The FAA believes the training,
checking, and qualification for a PIC,
under subparts N and O of part 121,
meet the requirements of part 61 for the
ATP certificate/type rating.

For pilots of certain part 135 air
carriers, on May 8, 1992, the FAA
issued Exemption No. 5450 (57 FR
23253; June 2, 1992) to Regional Airline
Association member airlines and
similarly situated commuter air carriers
that operate under part 135. That
exemption permits a person who is an
employee of a part 135 air carrier that
operates airplane types requiring two
pilots and having a passenger seating
configuration of 10 seats or more
(excluding any pilot seat) to train,
check, and qualify under subparts N and
O of part 121. This proposal will
provide for pilots of part 135 air carriers
in the same way that Exemption No.
5450 now provides for pilots who are
employees of Regional Airline
Association’s member airlines and
similarly qualified commuter air carriers
to be issued ATP certificates and type
ratings.

(3) Deletes the existing requirement
for an applicant seeking instrument
rating, who graduates from a pilot
school certificated under part 141, to
hold a commercial pilot certificate and
a second-class medical certificate. This
proposal would be in alignment with
the proposed revision to § 61.65, and the
current rules of ICAO Annex I. Under
§ 61.65 and ICAO Annex I, an applicant
for an instrument rating will only be


