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Title 3—

The President

Executive Order 12969 of August 8, 1995

Federal Acquisition and Community Right-To-Know

The Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act of 1986 (42
U.S.C. 11001–11050) (‘‘EPCRA’’) and the Pollution Prevention Act of 1990
(42 U.S.C. 13101–13109) (‘‘PPA’’) established programs to protect public
health and the environment by providing the public with important informa-
tion on the toxic chemicals being released into the air, land, and water
in their communities by manufacturing facilities.

The Toxics Release Inventory (‘‘TRI’’) established pursuant to section 313(j)
of EPCRA, 42 U.S.C. 11023(j), based on information required to be reported
under section 313 of EPCRA and section 6607 of PPA, 42 U.S.C. 13106,
provides the public, industry, and Federal, State, and local governments
with a basic tool for making risk-based decisions about management and
control of toxic chemicals, that can have significant adverse effects on human
health and the environment. TRI data allow the public, industry, and govern-
ment to gauge the progress of industry and government efforts to reduce
toxic chemical wastes.

Sharing vital TRI information with the public has provided a strong incentive
for reduction in the generation, and, ultimately, release into the environment,
of toxic chemicals. Since the inception of the TRI program, reported releases
to the environment under TRI have decreased significantly.

The efficiency of the Federal Government is served when it purchases high
quality supplies and services that have been produced with a minimum
impact on the public health and environment of communities surrounding
government contractors. Savings associated with reduced raw materials usage,
reduced use of costly, inefficient end-of-pipeline pollution controls, and
reduced liability and remediation costs from worker and community claims
all serve to increase the economic and efficient provision of essential supplies
and services to the government. As a result of TRI reporting, many manufac-
turers have learned of previously unrecognized significant efficiencies and
cost savings in their production processes.

The Federal Government’s receipt of timely and quality supplies and services
is also served by the general enhancement of relations between government
contractors and the communities in which they are situated, as well as
the cooperative working relationship between employers and employees who
may be subject to exposure to toxic materials.

Information concerning chemical release and transfer can assist the govern-
ment to purchase efficiently produced, lower cost, and higher quality supplies
and services that also have a minimum adverse impact on community health
and the environment.

NOW, THEREFORE, to promote economy and efficiency in government pro-
curement of supplies and services, and by the authority vested in me as
President by the Constitution and the laws of the United States of America,
including EPCRA, 42 U.S.C. 11001 et seq., PPA, 42 U.S.C. 13101 et seq.,
40 U.S.C. 471 and 486(a), and 3 U.S.C. 301, it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. It is the policy of the executive branch in procuring
supplies and services that, to ensure the economical and efficient procure-
ment of Federal Government contracts, Federal agencies, to the greatest
extent practicable, shall contract with companies that report in a public
manner on toxic chemicals released to the environment.


