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(1) is necessary to meet operational or contractual exigencies not expected
to be of a recurring nature;

(2) will not exceed 180 days; and

(3) is limited to specific, identifiable information that is made the subject
of a written access record.

(b) Where the access granted under subsection (a) of this section involves
another agency’s classified information, that agency must concur before ac-
cess to its information is granted.
Sec. 2.4. Reciprocal Acceptance of Access Eligibility Determinations. (a)
Except when an agency has substantial information indicating that an em-
ployee may not satisfy the standards in section 3.1 of this order, background
investi-gations and eligibility determinations conducted under this order
shall be mutually and reciprocally accepted by all agencies.

(b) Except where there is substantial information indicating that the em-
ployee may not satisfy the standards in section 3.1 of this order, an employee
with existing access to a special access program shall not be denied eligibility
for access to another special access program at the same sensitivity level
as determined personally by the agency head or deputy agency head, or
have an existing access eligibility readjudicated, so long as the employee
has a need for access to the information involved.

(c) This section shall not preclude agency heads from establishing addi-
tional, but not duplicative, investigative or adjudicative procedures for a
special access program or for candidates for detail or assignment to their
agencies, where such procedures are required in exceptional circumstances
to protect the national security.

(d) Where temporary eligibility for access is granted under sections 2.3
or 3.3 of this order or where the determination of eligibility for access
is conditional, the fact of such temporary or conditional access shall be
conveyed to any other agency that considers affording the employee access
to its information.
Sec. 2.5. Specific Access Requirement. (a) Employees who have been deter-
mined to be eligible for access to classified information shall be given
access to classified information only where there is a need-to-know that
information.

(b) It is the responsibility of employees who are authorized holders of
classified information to verify that a prospective recipient’s eligibility for
access has been granted by an authorized agency official and to ensure
that a need-to-know exists prior to allowing such access, and to challenge
requests for access that do not appear well-founded.
Sec. 2.6. Access by Non-United States Citizens. (a) Where there are compel-
ling reasons in furtherance of an agency mission, immigrant alien and foreign
national employees who possess a special expertise may, in the discretion
of the agency, be granted limited access to classified information only for
specific programs, projects, contracts, licenses, certificates, or grants for
which there is a need for access. Such individuals shall not be eligible
for access to any greater level of classified information than the United
States Govern-ment has determined may be releasable to the country of
which the subject is currently a citizen, and such limited access may be
approved only if the prior 10 years of the subject’s life can be appropriately
investigated. If there are any doubts concerning granting access, additional
lawful investigative procedures shall be fully pursued.

(b) Exceptions to these requirements may be permitted only by the agency
head or the senior agency official designated under section 6.1 of this
order to further substantial national security interests.

PART 3—ACCESS ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS

Sec. 3.1. Standards. (a) No employee shall be deemed to be eligible for
access to classified information merely by reason of Federal service or con-


