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August 10, 1995 in Vieques, PR to
solicit public comment on the DEIS for
ROTHR. In order to allow additional
time for public review, the public
hearings have been postponed and the
public comment period has been
extended to September 29, 1995. Notice
of the revised hearing dates will be
published in local newspapers at least
15 days prior to the hearings.

The DEIS has been distributed to
various federal, Commonwealth, and
local agencies, elected officials, special
interest groups, and libraries. The DEIS
is available for review at the following
locations: Town Hall, Municipality of
Vieques, Vieques Island, PR; Public
Library, Municipality of Lajas, PR; and
Mayor’s Office, Lajas, PR. A limited
number of copies of the DEIS are
available by contacting Ms. Linda
Blount, (804) 322–4892 or Sr. Jose
Negron, Commander Fleet Air,
Caribbean, (809) 965–4429.

Written statements and/or comments
regarding the DEIS should be mailed to:
Department of the Navy, Commander,
Atlantic Division, Naval Facilities
Engineering Command, 1510 Gilbert
Street, Norfolk, VA 23511–2699 (Attn.
Ms. Linda Blount, Code 2032LB).
Questions may be directed to Ms. Linda
Blount, (804) 322–4892 or Sr. Jose
Negron, Commander Fleet Air,
Caribbean, (809) 865–4429. All
comments must be postmarked no later
than September 29, 1995 to become part
of the official record.

Dated: August 19, 1995.
L.R. McNees,
LCDR, JAGC, USN, Federal Register Liaison
Officer.
[FR Doc. 95–19322 Filed 8–4–95; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Preparation of an Environmental
Impact Statement for a Geologic
Repository for the Disposal of Spent
Nuclear Fuel and High-Level
Radioactive Waste at Yucca Mountain,
Nye County, Nevada

AGENCY: Department of Energy.
ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE) announces its intent to
prepare an environmental impact
statement (EIS) for a geologic repository
at Yucca Mountain, Nye County,
Nevada, for the disposal of spent
nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive
waste, in accordance with the Nuclear
Waste Policy Act of 1982, as amended
(NWPA) (42 U.S.C. § 10101 et seq.), the
National Environmental Policy Act

(NEPA) of 1969 (42 U.S.C. § 4321 et
seq.), the Council on Environmental
Quality regulations that implement the
procedural provisions of NEPA (40 CFR
Parts 1500–1508), and the DOE
procedures for implementing NEPA (10
CFR Part 1021). DOE invites Federal,
State, and local agencies, Native
American tribal organizations, and other
interested parties to participate in
determining the scope and content of
the EIS.

The NWPA directs DOE to evaluate
the suitability of the Yucca Mountain
site in southern Nevada as a potential
site for a geologic repository for the
disposal of spent nuclear fuel and high-
level radioactive waste. If the Secretary
of Energy determines that the Yucca
Mountain site is suitable, the Secretary
may then recommend that the President
approve the site for development of a
repository. Under the NWPA, any such
recommendation shall be considered a
major Federal action and must be
accompanied by a final environmental
impact statement. Accordingly, DOE is
preparing this EIS in conjunction with
any potential DOE recommendation
regarding the development of a
repository at Yucca Mountain.

The NWPA provides that the
environmental impact statement need
not consider the need for a repository,
the alternatives to geologic disposal, or
alternative sites to the Yucca Mountain
site. Therefore, this environmental
impact statement will evaluate a
proposal to construct, operate, and
eventually close a repository at Yucca
Mountain. The EIS will evaluate
reasonable alternatives for
implementing such a proposal in
accordance with the NWPA.

The NWPA also provides that the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission shall,
to the extent practicable, adopt DOE’s
EIS in connection with any subsequent
construction authorization and license
that the Commission issues to DOE for
a repository. The EIS process is
scheduled to be completed in
September 2000 and is separate from the
licensing process that would be initiated
by any submission of a license
application by DOE to the Commission
in June 2001.

The EIS will be prepared over a five-
year period in conjunction with DOE’s
separate but parallel site suitability
evaluation and potential license
application. DOE is beginning the EIS
process early to ensure that the
appropriate data gathering and tests are
performed to adequately assess potential
environmental impacts, and to allow the
public sufficient time to consider this
complex program and to provide input.

DATES: DOE invites and encourages
comments and suggestions on the scope
of the EIS to ensure that all relevant
environmental issues and reasonable
alternatives are addressed. Public
scoping meetings are discussed below in
the SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section.
DOE will carefully consider all
comments and suggestions received
during the 120-day public scoping
period that ends on December 5, 1995.
Comments and suggestions received
after the close of the public scoping
period will be considered to the extent
practicable.

ADDRESSES: Written comments on the
scope of this EIS, requests to pre-register
to speak at any of the public scoping
meetings, questions concerning the
proposed action and EIS, or requests for
additional information on the EIS,
should be directed to: Wendy R. Dixon,
EIS Project Manager, Yucca Mountain
Site Characterization Office, Office of
Civilian Radioactive Waste
Management, U.S. Department of
Energy, 101 Convention Center Drive
Suite P–110, MS 010, Las Vegas, NV
89109, Telephone: 1–800–967–3477,
Facsimile: 1–800–967–0739.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
more information about this EIS, please
contact Wendy R. Dixon at the address,
above. For information on DOE’s NEPA
process, please contact: Carol M.
Borgstrom, Director, Office of NEPA
Policy and Assistance (EH–42), U.S.
Department of Energy, 1000
Independence Avenue, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20585, Telephone:
1–202–586–4600 or leave a message at
1–800–472–2756.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Public Participation

All interested persons, including
Federal agencies, Native American tribal
organizations, State and local
government agencies, public interest
groups, transportation interests,
industry and utility organizations,
regulators, and the general public are
encouraged to take part in the EIS
scoping process. Because of the
anticipated public interest and national
scope of the program, DOE will provide
several methods for people to express
their views and provide comments,
request additional information and
copies of the EIS, or pre-register to
speak at the scoping meetings.
Comments submitted by any of these
means will become part of the official
record for scoping.


