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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 71
[Airspace Docket No. 93-AWA-11]

RIN 2120-AF56

Proposed Modification of the Salt Lake
City (SLC) Class B Airspace Area, Salt
Lake City, Utah

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This notice proposes to
modify the Salt Lake City (SLC) Class B
airspace area, Salt Lake City, Utah. This
proposal would maintain the ceiling of
the SLC Class B airspace area at 10,000
feet mean sea level (MSL); subdivide
and redefine existing subareas by
altering their floors and boundaries
except for Area B; and create additional
areasE, F, G, H, I, ], K, L, and M. This
proposal would improve the flow of
aviation traffic and enhance safety in
the Salt Lake City area, while
accommodating the concerns of the
airspace users.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before September 5, 1995.

ADDRESSES: Send comments on the
proposal in triplicate to the Federal
Aviation Administration, Office of the
Chief Counsel, Attention: Rules Docket
(AGC-10), Airspace Docket No. 93—
AWA-11, 800 Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, DC 20591. Comments
may also be sent electronically to the
following Internet address:
nprmcmts@mail.hg.faa.gov.

The official docket may be examined
in the Rules Docket, Office of Chief
Counsel, Room 916, 800 Independence
Avenue, SW., Washington, DC,
weekdays, except Federal holidays,
between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.

An informal docket may also be
examined during normal business hours
at the office of the Regional Air Traffic
Division.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Mr. Norman W. Thomas, Airspace and
Obstruction Evaluation Branch (ATP—
240), Airspace-Rules and Aeronautical
Information Division, Air Traffic Rules
and Procedures Service, Federal
Aviation Administration, 800
Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20591, telephone: (202)
267-9230.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Comments Invited

Interested parties are invited to
participate in this proposed rulemaking
by submitting such written data, views,
or arguments as they may desire.
Comments that provide the factual basis
supporting the views and suggestions
presented are particularly helpful in
developing reasoned regulatory
decisions on the proposal. Comments
are specifically invited on the overall
regulatory, aeronautical, economic,
environmental, and energy-related
aspects of the proposal.
Communications should identify the
airspace docket number and be
submitted in triplicate to the address
listed above. Commenters wishing the
FAA to acknowledge receipt of their
comments on this notice must submit
with those comments a self-addressed,
stamped postcard on which the
following statement is made:
“Comments to Airspace Docket No. 93—
AWA-11."” The postcard will be date/
time stamped and returned to the
commenter. All communications
received on or before the specified
closing date for comments will be
considered before taking action on the
proposed rule. The proposal contained
in this notice may be changed in light
of comments received. All comments
submitted will be available for
examination in the Rules Docket both
before and after the closing date for
comments. A report summarizing each
substantive public contact with FAA
personnel concerned with this
rulemaking will also be filed in the
docket.

Availability of NPRM’s

Any persons may obtain a copy of this
NPRM by submitting a request to the
Federal Aviation Administration, Office
of Public Affairs, Attention: Public
Inquiry Center, APA-220, 800
Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20591, or by calling
(202) 267-3485. Communications must
identify the notice number of this
NPRM. Persons interested in being
placed on a mailing list for future
NPRM'’s should also request a copy of
Advisory Circular No. 11-2A, which
describes the application procedure.

Related Rulemaking Actions

On May 21, 1970, the FAA published
Amendment 91-78 to part 91 of the
Federal Aviation Regulations (35 FR
7782) which provided for the
establishment of Terminal Control Areas
(TCAs).

On June 21, 1988, the FAA published
a final rule that requires aircraft to have

Mode C equipment when operating
within 30 nautical miles of any
designated TCA primary airport from
the surface up to 10,000 feet MSL,
except aircraft not originally certificated
with an engine-driven electrical system,
or which had not subsequently been
certified with such a system installed
(53 FR 23356).

On October 14, 1988, the FAA
published a final rule that revised the
classification and pilot/equipment
requirements for conducting operations
ina TCA (53 FR 40318). Specifically,
the rule: (a) Established a single-class
TCA; (b) required the pilot-in-command
of a civil aircraft operating within a TCA
to hold at least a private pilot certificate,
except for a student pilot who has
received certain documented training;
and (c) eliminated the helicopter
exception from the minimum
navigational equipment requirements.

On December 17, 1991, the FAA
published a final rule on airspace
reclassification (56 FR 65655). This
airspace reclassification, which became
effective September 16, 1993,
discontinued the use of the term
“Terminal Control Area” (TCA) and
replaced it with the designation ““Class
B airspace.” This change in terminology
is reflected in this proposed rule.

Background

The Class B airspace (formerly TCA)
program was developed to reduce the
midair collision potential in the
congested airspace surrounding airports
with high density air traffic by
providing an area in which all aircraft
will be subject to certain operating rules
and equipment requirements.

The density of traffic and the type of
operations being conducted in the
airspace surrounding major terminals
increase the probability of midair
collisions. In 1970, an extensive study
found that the majority of midair
collisions occurred between a general
aviation (GA) aircraft and an air carrier,
military or another GA aircraft. The
basic causal factor common to these
conflicts was the mix of uncontrolled
aircraft operating under VFR and
controlled aircraft operating under
instrument flight rules (IFR). Class B
airspace areas provide a method to
accommodate the increasing number of
IFR and VFR operations. The regulatory
requirements of Class B airspace areas
afford the greatest protection for the
greatest number of people by giving air
traffic control (ATC) increased
capability to provide aircraft separation
service; this minimizes the mix of
controlled and uncontrolled aircraft. To
date, the FAA has established a total of
29 Class B airspace areas; the SLC Class



