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15 CFR Part 905

[Docket No. 950104002-5188-02;
1.D.061394C]

RIN 0648—-AE40

Use in Enforcement Proceedings of
Information Collected by Voluntary
Fishery Data Collectors

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Secretary of Commerce
(Secretary), through NOAA, publishes
this final rule restricting the use of
information collected by voluntary
fishery data collectors (VFDC). This rule
limits the extent to which such
information can be used in civil and
criminal enforcement proceedings
conducted pursuant to the Magnuson
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (Magnuson Act), the Endangered
Species Act (ESA), and the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA). In
implementing these regulations, NOAA
seeks to encourage the use of VFDCs by
the fishing industry, while protecting
the necessary use of observer
information by law enforcement
personnel.

EFFECTIVE DATE: August 2, 1995.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Joel
La Bissonniere, (301) 427-2202.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
303(f) of the Magnuson Act calls upon



