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18. Subpart C is revised to read as
follows:

Subpart C—Atlantic Tunas Other Than
Bluefin Tuna

285.50 Species subject to regulation.
285.51 Authorized fishing gear.
285.52 Size limits.
285.53 Vessel permits.
285.54 Commercial Vessel recordkeeping

and reporting.
285.55 Dealer permits.
285.56 Dealer recordkeeping and reporting.
285.57 Purse Seine vessel requirements.
285.58 Incidental catch.
285.59 Prohibitions.

Subpart C—Atlantic Tunas Other Than
Bluefin Tuna

§ 285.50 Species subject to regulation.
Regulations contained in this subpart

pertain to yellowfin tuna, bigeye tuna,
albacore tuna, skipjack tuna and
Atlantic bonito.

§ 285.51 Authorized fishing gear.
Fishing for, catching, retention or

possession of Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye,
albacore, and skipjack tunas and
Atlantic bonito in the regulatory area by
persons on board fishing vessels subject
to the jurisdiction of the United States
is authorized only for handline, rod and
reel (including downriggers), harpoon,
purse seine, longline, drift gillnet and
bandit gear unless the gear is authorized
under an experimental fishing
exemption issued pursuant to the
requirements of § 285.7.

§ 285.52 Size limits.
(a) Fishing for, catching, retention or

possession of Atlantic yellowfin and
bigeye tunas in the regulatory area by
persons on board fishing vessels subject
to the jurisdiction of the United States
is authorized only for yellowfin or
bigeye tuna measuring 22 inches (56
cm) or more in total curved fork length.

(b) Total curved fork length is the sole
criterion for determining the size class
of whole (head on) Atlantic yellowfin
and bigeye tuna. For this purpose, all
measurements must be taken in a line
tracing the contour of the body along the
middle of the lateral surface from the tip
of the upper jaw to the fork of the tail.

§ 285.53 Vessel permits.
(a) Permit requirements. The operator

of each vessel that fishes for, or takes,
Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye, albacore, and
skipjack tunas and Atlantic bonito must
have on board a valid permit issued
under this section.

(b) Commercial vessel permits.
Effective November 15, 1995, as a
prerequisite to selling Atlantic
yellowfin, bigeye, albacore, and skipjack
tunas and Atlantic bonito and to be

eligible for exemption from applicable
bag limits, if any, specified in this
subpart, an owner or operator of a vessel
that fishes for or takes Atlantic
yellowfin, bigeye, albacore, and skipjack
tunas and Atlantic bonito must be
issued by the Regional Director a vessel
permit in the commercial category
appropriate for the gear type or method
of fishing.

(c) Charter/Headboat vessel permits.
Effective November 15, 1995, owners or
operators of charter vessels and
headboats must be issued by the
Regional Director a charter/headboat
vessel permit to lawfully fish for, catch,
retain or land Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye,
albacore, and skipjack tunas and
Atlantic bonito. Anglers on board
charter vessels and headboats must
adhere to applicable catch limits for the
recreational fisheries.

(d) Recreational vessel permits.
Effective January 1, 1996, owners or
operators of private recreational vessels
are required to obtain vessel permits in
order to fish for, catch, retain or land
Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye, albacore, and
skipjack tunas and Atlantic bonito.
Anglers on board private recreational
vessels must adhere to applicable daily
catch limits. Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye,
albacore, and skipjack tunas and
Atlantic bonito taken on board private
recreational vessels may not be sold.

(e) Purse seine. Directed purse seine
fishing for Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye,
albacore, and skipjack tunas and
Atlantic bonito is restricted to owners of
those purse seine vessels that have
current Atlantic bluefin tuna purse
seine permits under § 285.21(b) and that
have reported, or replaced vessels that
have reported, Atlantic yellowfin,
skipjack, albacore or bigeye tuna
landings to NMFS over the period 1989
through 1993. The owner or operator of
such purse seine vessel must apply for
authorization to fish for Atlantic
yellowfin, bigeye, albacore, and skipjack
tunas and Atlantic bonito in writing to
the Regional Director by April 15. The
owner must supply documentation of
the vessel’s stockholders, owners,
partners, or association structure and
records of landings to verify that the
vessel meets the qualifying criteria. The
Regional Director will review these
applications for authorization on or
about May 1 and issue authorizations as
appropriate.

(f) Exemptions. In lieu of a permit
issued under this section, persons on
board a vessel for which a valid permit
for the Atlantic bluefin tuna fishery has
been issued under § 285.21 of this part
are eligible to fish for and take Atlantic
yellowfin, bigeye, albacore, and skipjack
tunas and Atlantic bonito using the

authorized gear and subject to the
commercial fishing restrictions
applicable to the category of permit
issued for the vessel. In lieu of a permit
issued under this section, owners or
operators of vessels for which valid
permits for the Atlantic shark fishery
(50 CFR part 678) or the Atlantic
swordfish fishery (50 CFR part 630)
have been issued are eligible to fish for
and take Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye,
albacore, and skipjack tunas and
Atlantic bonito using the authorized
gear and subject to fishing restrictions
applicable to the permit issued to the
vessel. Owners or operators of vessels
fishing for Atlantic yellowfin, bigeye,
albacore, and skipjack tunas and
Atlantic bonito shoreward of the outer
boundary of the EEZ around Puerto Rico
and the Virgin Islands with only
handgear on board are exempt from the
permit requirements of this section.

§ 285.54 Commercial vessel recordkeeping
and reporting.

(a) The master or other person in
charge of a fishing vessel that engages in
commercial fishing for Atlantic
yellowfin, bigeye, albacore, and skipjack
tunas and Atlantic bonito or any person
as may be authorized in writing to serve
as the agent of such master or person,
must:

(1) Keep an accurate log of all
operations conducted from the vessel,
entering therein for each day the date,
noon position (stated in latitude and
longitude or in relation to known
physical features), and the tonnage of
tuna on board by species. The record
and bridge log shall be sufficient to
comply with this paragraph, provided
however, that the items of information
specified herein are fully and accurately
entered in such log; and,

(2) Furnish on a form obtainable from
the Regional Director, following the sale
or delivery of a catch of tuna made by
such vessel, a report, certified to be
correct as to facts within the knowledge
of the reporting individual, giving the
name and official number of the fishing
vessel, the dates of beginning and
ending of the fishing voyage, the port of
departure, and a listing separately by
species of the round weight quantities
(pounds or short tons) of tuna sold or
delivered. At the option of the vessel
master or other person in charge, a copy
of the fish ticket, weighout slip,
settlement sheet, or similar record
issued by the dealer or his agent may,
however, be used for reporting purposes
in lieu of the form obtainable from the
Regional Director, if such alternate
record is similarly certified and contains
all items of information required by this
paragraph. Such sale and delivery


