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bluefin tuna which may be from the
school or large school size class. In
addition to the per angler limits, one
small medium size class bluefin tuna
may be retained each day, per angling
category vessel. Anglers may not retain
young school Atlantic bluefin tuna.

(2) In addition to the daily catch limit
for school, large school and small
medium bluefin tuna, a vessel for which
an Angling category permit has been
issued may catch and retain annually
one large medium or giant Atlantic
bluefin tuna, to be counted against the
Angling category quota specified in
§ 285.22. The owner or operator of the
vessel must report to the nearest NMFS
enforcement office within 24 hours of
landing any large medium or giant
bluefin, and must make the tuna
available for inspection and attachment
of a tag. No such large medium or giant
Atlantic bluefin tuna may be sold or
transferred to any person for a
commercial purpose except for
taxidermic purposes. A list of local
NMFS enforcement offices may be
obtained from the Regional Director.

(3) The Assistant Administrator may
increase or reduce the per angler catch
limit for any size class bluefin tuna or
may change the per angler limit to a per
boat limit or a per boat limit to a per
angler limit based on a review of daily
landing trends, availability of the
species on the fishing grounds, and any
other relevant factors, to provide for
maximum utilization of the quota
spread over the longest possible period
of time. The Assistant Administrator
will publish a notice in the Federal
Register of any adjustment in the
allowable daily catch limit made under
this paragraph. Other than fishery
closures pursuant to attainment of
quotas in any period, such notice shall
be published at least 5 calendar days
prior to a change in daily catch limit
becoming effective.

(4) Anglers on board vessels for which
an Angling category permit has been
issued may possess school, large school,
and small medium Atlantic bluefin tuna
in an amount not to exceed a single
day’s catch, regardless of the length of
the trip, as allowed by the daily catch
limit for the Angling category in effect
on that day.

(e) Charter/Headboat category. (1)
Anglers on board vessels for which a
Charter/Headboat category permit has
been issued are subject to the daily
catch limits for school, large school, and
small medium Atlantic bluefin tuna
applicable to the Angling category.

(2) When the General category fishery
is closed, or at any time when operating
in the Gulf of Mexico, operators of
Charter/Headboat vessels are subject to

the annual vessel limit and reporting
requirement for non-commercial take of
large medium or giant Atlantic bluefin
tuna as specified in paragraph (d) of this
section.

(3) When the General category fishery
is open, except when operating in the
Gulf of Mexico, operators of vessels for
which a Charter/Headboat category
permit has been issued are subject to the
daily catch limit in effect for the General
category for large medium or giant
Atlantic bluefin tuna as specified in
paragraph (a) of this section. Once the
applicable catch limit for large medium
or giant bluefin tuna is possessed or
retained, fishing by persons on board
the vessel must cease and the vessel
must proceed to port. Large medium or
giant bluefin tuna landed by Charter/
Headboat vessels may be sold and are
counted against the quota for the
General category.

(4) Anglers on board vessels for which
a Charter/Headboat category permit has
been issued may possess school, large
school, and small medium Atlantic
bluefin tuna in an amount not to exceed
a single day’s catch, regardless of the
length of the trip, as allowed by the
daily catch limit for the Angling
category in effect on that day. Vessels
for which a Charter/Headboat category
permit has been issued may possess
large medium and giant Atlantic bluefin
tuna in an amount not to exceed a single
day’s catch, regardless of the length of
the trip, as allowed by the daily catch
limit in effect on that day.

11. In § 285.25, paragraph (d) is
revised and paragraph (e) is added to
read as follows:

§ 285.25 Purse seine vessel requirements.
* * * * *

(d) Vessel allocations. (1) Owners or
operators of vessels for which a Purse
seine permit has been issued under
§ 285.21(b) must apply for an allocation
of Atlantic bluefin tuna from the quotas
specified in § 285.22. The owner or
operator must apply for this allocation
in writing to the Regional Director by
April 15 and must specify the particular
size class or classes of Atlantic bluefin
tuna for which the vessel will fish. The
owner or operator must supply
documentation of the vessel’s
stockholders, owners, partners, or
association structure.

(2) The Regional Director will review
applications for allocations of Atlantic
bluefin tuna on or about May 1, and will
make equal allocations of the available
size classes of Atlantic bluefin tuna
among vessel owners so requesting.
Such allocations are freely transferrable
among purse seine vessel permit
holders. Any purse seine vessel permit

holder intending to fish for more than
one allocation in any fishing season
must provide written notice of such
intent to the Regional Director 15 days
before commencing fishing in that
season. Purse seine vessel permit
holders who transfer their annual
allocation to another purse seine vessel
permit holder must not fish their
permitted vessel in any fishery in which
Atlantic bluefin tuna might be caught.

(3) Purse seine vessel owners may
apply to the Regional Director to
permanently consolidate vessel permits
issued under § 285.21(b). Upon approval
of consolidation by the Regional
Director, the Atlantic tuna permit(s) of
the transferring vessel(s) will be
cancelled, and the holder of the
consolidated permit is authorized to
apply for allocations of Atlantic bluefin
tuna commensurate with the number of
consolidated permits. Purse seine vessel
owners who cancel their permit by
means of consolidation must not fish
their vessel in any fishery in which
Atlantic bluefin tuna might be caught.

(e) Transfer at sea. Purse seine vessel
owners or operators may transfer large
medium and giant Atlantic bluefin tuna
at sea from the net of the catching vessel
to another permitted purse seine vessel
provided the amount transferred does
not cause the receiving vessel to exceed
its annual vessel allocation as modified
by authorized transfers. Such at-sea
transfers are authorized only between
purse seine vessels permitted under
§ 285.21 and not to buy boats permitted
under § 285.28.

12. Section 285.26 is amended by
removing the phrase ‘‘tip of the snout’’
in the second sentence, and adding in
its place the phrase ‘‘tip of the upper
jaw’’.

13. Section 285.27 is revised to read
as follows:

§ 285.27 Tag and release program.
(a) Notwithstanding other provisions

of this part, an angler may fish for
Atlantic bluefin tuna under a tag and
release program, provided the angler
tags all Atlantic bluefin tuna so caught
with tags issued under this section, and
releases and returns such fish to the sea
immediately after tagging and with a
minimum of injury. To participate in
this program, an angler must obtain tags,
reporting cards, and detailed
instructions for their use from the
Cooperative Tagging Center, Southeast
Fisheries Center, NMFS, 75 Virginia
Beach Drive, Miami, FL 33149–1099 or
by calling (800)437–3936.

(b) Tags obtained from sources other
than NMFS may be used to fish for
Atlantic bluefin tuna provided the
angler has registered each year with the


