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area. The amount of any geographic
allocation shall not exceed 20 mt. The
Assistant Administrator will publish
notification of any geographic set-aside
allocation and its basis in the Federal
Register. The daily catch limit for the
identified area will be set at one large
medium or giant Atlantic bluefin tuna
per day per vessel.

(b) Harpoon Boat. The total annual
amount of large medium and giant
Atlantic bluefin tuna that may be
caught, retained, possessed or landed in
the regulatory area by vessels permitted
in the Harpoon Boat category under
§285.21(b) is 47 mt.

* * * * *

(d) Angling. The total annual amount
of Atlantic bluefin tuna that may be
caught, retained, possessed or landed in
the regulatory area by anglers is 324 mt.
No more than 4 mt of this quota may be
large medium or giant Atlantic bluefin
tuna and no more that 150 mt of this
quota may be school Atlantic bluefin
tuna. The quota for school Atlantic
bluefin tuna is further subdivided as
follows:

(1) 70 mt of school Atlantic bluefin
tuna may be caught, retained, possessed,
or landed south of 38°47' N. lat.; and

(2) 80 mt of school Atlantic bluefin
tuna may be caught, retained, possessed,
or landed north of 38°47' N. lat.

(e) Incidental. The total annual
amount of large medium and giant
Atlantic bluefin tuna that may be
caught, retained, possessed, or landed in
the regulatory area by vessels permitted
in the Incidental Catch category under
§285.21(b) is 125 mt. This quota is
further subdivided as follows:

(1) For longline vessels, 123 mt, no
more than 100 mt of which may be
caught, retained, possessed, or landed in
the area south of 34°00" N. lat.

(2) For vessels fishing under § 285.23
(a) and (b), 2 mt may be caught,
retained, possessed, or landed in the
regulatory area.

(f) Inseason adjustment amount. The
total amount of Atlantic bluefin tuna
that will be held in reserve for inseason
adjustments is 145 mt. * * *

* * * * *

(h) If the Assistant Administrator
determines, based on landing statistics
and other available information, that an
annual quota in any category, or as
appropriate, subcategory, has been
exceeded or has not been reached, the
Assistant Administrator will subtract
the overharvest from, or add the
underharvest to, that quota category for
the following year; provided that the
total of the adjusted quotas and the
reserve is consistent with a
recommendation of the Commission

regarding country quotas. The Assistant
Administrator will publish any amounts
to be subtracted or added and the basis
for the quota reductions or increases in
the Federal Register.

* * * * *

9. In §285.23, paragraphs (a) and (b)
are revised, paragraph (d) is removed,
and paragraph (e) is redesignated as
paragraph (d) and revised to read as
follows:

§285.23 Incidental catch.

(a) Herring, mackerel, and menhaden
purse seine gear and fixed gear other
than longlines or traps. Subject to the
quotas in §285.22, large medium and
giant Atlantic bluefin tuna may be
retained during any fishing trip, on
board a vessel for which an Incidental
Catch permit has been issued under
§285.21 that is fishing with herring,
mackerel, and menhaden purse seine
gear or fixed gear other than longlines
or traps principally for species of fish
other than tuna, provided that the total
amount of Atlantic bluefin tuna taken
does not exceed 2 percent, by weight, of
all other fish on board the vessel at the
end of each fishing trip.

(b) Traps. Subject to the quotas in
§285.22, large medium and giant
Atlantic bluefin tuna may be retained
during any fishing trip on board a vessel
for which an Incidental Catch permit
under §285.21 has been issued that
catches Atlantic bluefin tuna
incidentally while fishing with traps,
provided that the total amount of
Atlantic bluefin tuna taken does not
exceed 2 percent, by weight, of all other
fish landed by the owner of the vessel
within the preceding 30-day period.

* * * * *

(d) Purse Seine. When fishing for
Atlantic yellowfin or skipjack tuna,
vessels for which an Atlantic bluefin
tuna Purse Seine category permit has
been issued are allowed a 1 percent per
trip (by weight) incidental take of
bluefin less than the large medium size
class. Any landings of these incidental
catches may not be sold and will be
counted against the Purse Seine
category quota allocation for bluefin
tuna.

10. In §285.24, paragraphs (a), (c), (d),
and (e) are revised to read as follows:

§285.24 Catch limits.

(a) General category. (1) From the start
of each fishing year, except on
designated ‘‘no-fishing’ days, only one
large medium or giant Atlantic bluefin
tuna may be caught and landed per day
from a vessel for which a General
category permit has been issued under
§285.21. On designated ‘‘no-fishing”

days, persons on board such vessels
may not possess, retain or land any large
medium or giant Atlantic bluefin tuna.
The Assistant Administrator will
publish in the Federal Register a
schedule of designated ‘‘no-fishing”
days.

(2) The Assistant Administrator may
increase or reduce the catch limit over
a range from zero (‘‘no-fishing” days) to
a maximum of three large medium or
giant Atlantic bluefin tuna per day per
vessel based on a review of dealer
reports, daily landing trends,
availability of the species on the fishing
grounds, and any other relevant factors,
to provide for maximum utilization of
the quota. The Assistant Administrator
will publish a notice in the Federal
Register of any adjustment in the
allowable daily catch limit made under
this paragraph. Other than fishery
closures pursuant to attainment of
quotas in any period, such notice of
catch limit adjustment shall be
published at least 5 calendar days prior
to the change becoming effective.

(3) Large medium and giant Atlantic
bluefin tuna may be possessed or
retained on board a vessel for which a
General category permit has been issued
if the amount does not exceed a single
day’s catch, regardless of the length of
the trip, as allowed by the daily catch
limit in effect on that day.

(4) Anglers on board vessels permitted
in the General category may possess
school, large school, and small medium
Atlantic bluefin tuna in an amount not
to exceed a single day’s catch, regardless
of the length of the trip, as allowed by
the daily catch limit for the Angling
category in effect on that day. However,
on allowable fishing days, once the
applicable catch limit for large medium
or giant bluefin tuna is possessed or
retained, fishing by persons on board
the vessel must cease and the vessel
must proceed to port.

* * * * *

(c) Purse Seine category. Large
medium bluefin tuna may be caught
from a vessel for which a Purse Seine
category permit has been issued
provided that the total amount of large
medium bluefin landed per trip does
not exceed 15 percent by weight of the
total amount of giant Atlantic bluefin
tuna landed on that trip, and the total
annual amount of large medium bluefin
landed does not exceed 10 percent by
weight of the total amount of giant
Atlantic bluefin tuna allocated to that
vessel for that fishing season.

(d) Angling category. (1) Each angler
on board a vessel permitted in the
Angling category may catch and retain
each day no more than two Atlantic



