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authorized officer, or after the approach
of an authorized officer.

5. Section 285.9 is removed.

6. In §285.20, paragraphs (a)(1)(i) and
(b)(3) are revised to read as follows:

§285.20 Fishing seasons.
a * * *
1 * * *

(i) For anglers fishing for Atlantic
bluefin tuna under the quota specified
in §285.22(d);

* * * * *

(b) * X *x

(3) A vessel permitted in the Purse
Seine category may fish under the
bluefin tuna quota specified in
§285.22(c), or in fisheries for Atlantic
yellowfin or skipjack tuna or other
fisheries where bluefin tuna might be
taken as bycatch, only until the
allocation of bluefin tuna assigned or
transferred under § 285.25(d) to that
vessel is reached. Upon reaching its
individual vessel allocation of Atlantic
bluefin tuna, directed purse seine
fisheries for Atlantic tunas are closed to
such vessel and the vessel will be
deemed to have been given notice to
that effect.

* * * * *

7.In §285.21, paragraphs (a), (b), the
heading and first sentence in paragraph
(c), and paragraphs (h), (i), and (m) are
revised to read as follows:

§285.21 Vessel permits.

(a) Permit requirements. A vessel that
fishes for, takes, retains or possesses
Atlantic bluefin tuna must have on
board a valid permit issued to the vessel
owner under this section.

(b) Categories of permits. (1) Upon
submission of a complete and valid
application pursuant to paragraph (c) of
this section, the Regional Director will
issue to the owner of each qualifying
vessel a permit for one of the following
permit categories: General, Charter/
Headboat, Angling, Harpoon Boat, Purse
Seine, or Incidental Catch. A permit will
not be issued for more than one
category.

(2) Persons may fish for, retain or
possess Atlantic bluefin tuna only under
the quota, catch limits, and size classes
applicable to the permit category of the
carrying vessel, except that anglers on
board General and Charter/Headboat
category vessels may fish for and retain
school, large school and small medium
bluefin tuna, subject to the limits
applicable to the Angling category only
until such time that a large medium or
giant bluefin tuna is caught, retained or
possessed on board the vessel.

(3) School, large school and small
medium bluefin tuna landed by anglers
on board General and Charter/Headboat

category vessels are counted against the
Angling category quota. When the
General category fishery is open, large
medium and giant bluefin tuna landed
by anglers on board General and
Charter/Headboat category vessels are
counted against the General category
qguota. When the General category
fishery is closed, or at any time in the
Gulf of Mexico, large medium and giant
bluefin tuna landed by anglers on board
Angling and Charter/Headboat category
vessels pursuant to § 285.24(d)(2) may
not be sold and are counted against the
Angling category quota.

(4) Persons fishing for Atlantic bluefin
tuna must not possess on board or use
any gear inappropriate to the category
for which the carrying vessel is
permitted:

(i) General—rod and reel (including
downriggers), handline, harpoon, bandit
gear;

(ii) Charter/Headboat—rod and reel
(including downriggers), handline;

(iii) Angling—rod and reel (including
downriggers), handline;

(iv) Harpoon Boat—harpoon;

(v) Purse Seine—purse seine nets;

(vi) Incidental Catch—purse seine
nets, fixed gear, traps, longlines.

(5) When fishing for, or possessing,
Atlantic bluefin tuna, operators of
vessels permitted for the Charter/
Headboat category must have on board
a current copy of the operator’s
merchant marine license or the
operator’s uninspected passenger vessel
license.

(6) Vessels permitted for any category
other than the Angling category are
eligible to conduct commercial fishing
for Atlantic bluefin tuna.

(c) Application procedure. Permits
issued under this section must be
renewed upon expiration. * * *

* * * * *

(h) Transfer. A permit issued under
this section, except in the case of a
purse seine permit as allowed under
paragraph (m) of this section, is not
transferable or assignable to another
vessel or owner; it is valid only for the
vessel and owner to which it is issued.

(i) Display. A permit issued under this
section must be carried on board the
vessel at all times. The permit must be
displayed for inspection upon request of
any authorized officer or any employee
of NMFS designated by the Regional
Director for such purpose. Upon sale of
any large medium or giant Atlantic
bluefin tuna, the vessel permit must be
presented for inspection to the
permitted dealer completing the landing
card.

* * * * *

(m) Closed categories. The Regional

Director will issue permits to catch and

retain Atlantic bluefin tuna under
§285.22(c) only to current owners of
those purse seine vessels, or their
replacements, that were granted
allocations under this subpart and
landed Atlantic bluefin tuna in the
fishery for Atlantic bluefin tuna during
the period 1980 through 1982. The
Regional Director will not issue a permit
to take Atlantic bluefin tuna under this
subpart to the owner of any vessel that
was replaced or consolidated with
another vessel and retired from the
purse seine fishery during the period
1980 through 1982, unless that vessel is
replacing another vessel being retired
from the fishery.

8. In §285.22, paragraphs (a), (b), (d),
(e), the heading and first sentence of
paragraph (f) introductory text, and
paragraph (h) are revised to read as
follows:

§285.22 Quotas.
* * * * *

(a) General. (1) The total annual
amount of large medium and giant
Atlantic bluefin tuna that may be
caught, retained, possessed or landed in
the regulatory area by vessels permitted
in the General category under
§285.21(b) is 438 mt, of which 88 mt are
available in the period beginning June 1
and ending July 31; 175 mt are available
in the period beginning August 1 and
ending August 31; 131 mt are available
in the period beginning September 1
and ending September 30; and 44 mt are
available beginning October 1.

(2) On the basis of the statistics
referenced at § 285.20(b)(1), the
Assistant Administrator will project a
date when the catch of Atlantic bluefin
tuna will equal the available quota in
any period, and will publish a
notification in the Federal Register
stating that fishing for, retaining,
possessing, or landing Atlantic bluefin
tuna under the quota for that period is
prohibited from a specified time on that
date until the opening of the subsequent
quota period, whereupon a quota equal
to the initial quota for that period as
adjusted for estimated overharvest or
underharvest prior to that period will
become available.

(3) If the Assistant Administrator
determines (based on dealer reports,
availability of large medium or giant
Atlantic bluefin tuna on the fishing
grounds, and any other relevant
information) that variations in seasonal
distribution, abundance, or migration
patterns of Atlantic bluefin tuna, and
the catch rate, may prevent fishermen in
an identified area from harvesting their
share of the quota, the Assistant
Administrator may set aside an
allocation of the October quota for such



