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used for the first 5 minutes and the full
10 minutes of the children’s test. If the
test continues past the initial 50-child

panel, the package openings shown in
Table 1 are cumulative.

TABLE 1—NUMBER OF OPENINGS: ACCEPTANCE (PASS), CONTINUE TESTING, AND REJECTION (FAIL) CRITERIA FOR THE
FIRST 5 MINUTES AND THE FULL 10 MINUTES OF THE CHILDREN’S PROTOCOL TEST

Test panel

Cumu-
lative

number
of chil-
dren

Package openings

First 5 minutes Full 10 minutes

Pass Continue Fail Pass Continue Fail

1 ............................................................................................ 50 0–3 4–10 11+ 0–5 6–14 15+
2 ............................................................................................ 100 4–10 11–18 19+ 6–15 16–24 25+
3 ............................................................................................ 150 11–18 19–25 26+ 16–25 26–34 35+
4 ............................................................................................ 200 19–30 ............... 31+ 26–40 ............... 41+

(iv) Test procedures. The children
shall be divided into groups of two. The
testing shall be done in a location that
is familiar to the children, for example,
their customary nursery school or
regular kindergarten. No child shall test
more than two special packages. When
more than one special package is being
tested, each package shall be of a
different ASTM type and they shall be
presented to the paired children in
random order. This order shall be
recorded. The children shall be tested
by the procedure incorporated in the
following test instructions:

Standardized Child Test Instructions
1. Reclosable packages, if assembled by the

testing agency, shall be properly secured at
least 72 hours prior to the opening described
in instruction number 3 to allow the
materials (e.g., the closure liner) to ‘‘take a
set.’’ Application torques must be recorded in
the test report.

2. All packages shall be handled so that no
damage or jarring will occur during storage
or transportation. The packages shall not be
exposed to extreme conditions of heat or
cold. The packages shall be tested at room
temperature.

3. Reclosable packages shall be opened and
properly resecured one time (or more if
appropriate), by the testing agency or other
adult prior to testing. The opening and
resecuring shall not be done in the presence
of the children. (In the adult-resecuring test,
the tester must not open and resecure the
package prior to the test.) If multiple
openings/resecurings are to be used, each of
four (4) testers shall open and properly
resecure one fourth of the packages once and
then shall open and properly resecure each
package a second, third, fourth, through tenth
(or other specified number) time, in the same
sequence as the first opening and resecuring.
The packages shall not be opened and
resecured again prior to testing. The name of
each tester and the package numbers that he/
she opens and resecures shall be recorded
and reported. It is not necessary for the
testers to protocol test the packages that they
opened and resecured.

4. The children shall have no overt
physical or mental handicaps. No child with
a permanent or temporary illness, injury, or

handicap that would interfere with his/her
effective participation shall be included in
the test.

5. The testing shall take place in a well-
lighted location that is familiar to the
children and that is isolated from all
distractions.

6. The tester, or another adult, shall escort
a pair of children to the test area. The tester
shall seat the two children so that there is no
visual barrier between the children and the
tester.

7. The tester shall talk to the children to
make them feel at ease.

8. The children shall not be given the
impression that they are in a race or contest.
They are not to be told that the test is a game
or that it is fun. They are not to be offered
a reward.

9. The tester shall record all data prior to,
or after, the test so that full attention can be
on the children during the test period.

10. The tester shall use a stopwatch(s) or
other timing devices to time the number of
seconds it takes the child to open the package
and to time the 5-minute test periods.

11. To begin the test, the tester shall hand
the children identical packages and say,
‘‘PLEASE TRY TO OPEN THIS FOR ME.’’

12. If a child refuses to participate after the
test has started, the tester shall reassure the
child and gently encourage the child to try.
If the child continues to refuse, the tester
shall ask the child to hold the package in his/
her lap until the other child is finished. This
pair of children shall not be eliminated from
the results unless the refusing child disrupts
the participation of the other child.

13. Each child shall be given up to 5
minutes to open his/her package. The tester
shall watch the children at all times during
the test. The tester shall minimize
conversation with the children as long as
they continue to attempt to open their
packages. The tester shall not discourage the
children verbally or with facial expressions.
If a child gets frustrated or bored and stops
trying to open his/her package, the tester
shall reassure the child and gently encourage
the child to keep trying (e.g., ‘‘please try to
open the package’’).

14. The children shall be allowed freedom
of movement to work on their packages as
long as the tester can watch both children
(e.g., they can stand up, get down on the
floor, or bang or pry the package).

15. If a child is endangering himself or
others at any time, the test shall be stopped
and the pair of children eliminated from the
final results.

16. The children shall be allowed to talk
to each other about opening the packages and
shall be allowed to watch each other try to
open the packages.

17. A child shall not be allowed to try to
open the other child’s package.

18. If a child opens his/her package, the
tester shall say, ‘‘THANK YOU,’’ take the
package from the child and put it out of the
child’s reach. The child shall not be asked to
open the package a second time.

19. At the end of the 5-minute period, the
tester shall demonstrate how to open the
package if either child has not opened his or
her package. A separate ‘‘demo’’ package
shall be used for the demonstration.

20. Prior to beginning the demonstration,
the tester shall ask the children to set their
packages aside. The children shall not be
allowed to continue to try to open their
packages during the demonstration period.

21. The tester shall say, ‘‘WATCH ME
OPEN MY PACKAGE.’’

22. Once the tester gets the children’s full
attention, the tester shall hold the demo
package approximately two feet from the
children and open the package at a normal
speed as if the tester were going to use the
contents. There shall be no exaggerated
opening movements.

23. The tester shall not discuss or describe
how to open the package.

24. To begin the second 5-minute period,
the tester shall say, ‘‘NOW YOU TRY TO
OPEN YOUR PACKAGES.’’

25. If one or both children have not used
their teeth to try to open their packages
during the first 5 minutes, the tester shall say
immediately before beginning the second 5-
minute period, ‘‘YOU CAN USE YOUR
TEETH IF YOU WANT TO.’’ This is the only
statement that the tester shall make about
using teeth.

26. The test shall continue for an
additional 5 minutes or until both children
have opened their packages, whichever
comes first.

27. At the end of the test period, the tester
shall say, ‘‘THANK YOU FOR HELPING.’’ If
children were told that they could use their
teeth, the tester shall say, ‘‘I KNOW I TOLD
YOU THAT YOU COULD USE YOUR TEETH
TODAY, BUT YOU SHOULD NOT PUT


