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visits are customary or regular travel to
a location for official purposes.

Net book value means the acquisition
value plus the cost of capital
improvements minus accumulated
depreciation.

Non-operational aircraft means an
owned, leased, lease purchased, or
bailed aircraft that cannot be flown or
operated by the owning or using agency
for an extended period (6 months or
more).

Official travel means travel for the
purpose of mission requirements,
required use travel, and other travel for
the conduct of agency business.

Operational aircraft means an owned,
leased, lease purchased, or bailed
aircraft that is flown and operated or
capable of being flown and operated by
the owning or using agency.

Operator means any person who
causes or authorizes the operation of an
aircraft, such as the owner, lessee, or
bailee of an aircraft.

Owned aircraft means aircraft
registered to a Department or an
independent agency in conformity with
the regulations of the Federal Aviation
Administration of the Department of
Transportation (14 CFR Chapter 1, Part
47) or in conformity with appropriate
military regulations.

Owning agency means any executive
agency, including any wholly owned
Government corporation, having
accountability for owned aircraft. This
term applies when an executive agency
has authority to take possession of,
assign, or reassign the aircraft regardless
of which agency is the using agency.

Reasonably available means
commercial airline or aircraft (including
charter) is able to meet the traveler’s
departure and/or arrival requirements
within a 24-hour period (unless the
traveler demonstrates that extraordinary
circumstances require a shorter period
of time).

Rental aircraft means aviation
resources or services procured through
a standing ordering agreement which is
a written instrument of understanding,
negotiated between an agency,
contracting activity, or contracting office
and contractor that contains: (1) terms
and clauses applying to future contracts
(orders) between parties during its term,
(2) a description, as specific as
practicable, of supplies or services to be
provided, and (3) methods for pricing,
issuing, and delivering future orders.

Required use means use of a
Government aircraft for the travel of an
executive agency officer or employee to
meet bona fide communications or
security requirements of the agency or
exceptional scheduling requirements.
An example of a bona fide

communications requirement is having
to maintain continuous 24-hour secure
communications with the traveler. Bona
fide security requirements include, but
are not limited to, life threatening
circumstances. Exceptional scheduling
requirements include emergencies and
other operational considerations which
make commercial transportation
unacceptable.

Residual value means the estimated
value of an asset at the conclusion of its
useful life, net of disposal costs. It is the
dollar value below which the asset will
not be depreciated. Residual value is
established at the time of acquisition.

Seized aircraft means an aircraft that
has been confiscated by the Federal
Government either by summary process
or by order of a court of competent
jurisdiction pursuant to any law of the
United States and whose care and
custody will be the responsibility of the
Federal Government until final
ownership is determined by judicial
process.

Senior executive branch official
means civilian officials appointed by
the President with the advice and
consent of the Senate and civilian
employees of the Executive Office of the
President (EOP).

Senior Federal official means a
person:

(1) Employed at a rate of pay specified
in, or fixed according to, subchapter II
of chapter 53 of title 5 of the United
States Code;

(2) Employed in a position in an
executive agency, including any
independent agency, at a rate of pay
payable for level I of the Executive
Schedule or employed in the Executive
Office of the President at a rate of pay
payable for level II of the Executive
Schedule;

(3) Employed in an executive agency
position that is not referred to in
paragraph (1) of this definition, (other
than a position that is subject to pay
adjustment under 37 U.S.C. 1009) and
for which the basic rate of pay,
exclusive of any locality-based pay
adjustment under 5 U.S.C. 5304 (or any
comparable adjustment pursuant to
interim authority of the President), is
equal to or greater than the rate of the
basic pay payable for the Senior
Executive Service under 5 U.S.C. 5382;
or

(4) Appointed by the President to a
position under 3 U.S.C. 105(a)(2) (A),
(B), or (C) or by the Vice President to a
position under 3 U.S.C. 106(a)(1) (A),
(B), or (C). Generally, a senior Federal
official is employed by the White House
or an executive agency, including an
independent agency, at a rate of pay
equal to or greater than the minimum

rate of basic pay for the Senior
Executive Service. The term senior
Federal official does not include an
active duty military officer.

Serious injury means any injury
which: Requires hospitalization for
more than 48 hours, commencing
within 7 days from the date the injury
was received: results in a fracture of any
bone (except simple fractures of fingers,
toes, or nose); causes severe
hemorrhages, nerve, muscle, or tendon
damage; involves any internal organ; or
involves second- or third-degree burns,
or any burns affecting more than 5
percent of the body surface.

Space available means travel using
aircraft capacity, that is already
scheduled for use for an official
purpose, that would otherwise be
unutilized. For the purposes of this part,
space available travel is travel other
than for the conduct of agency business.

Substantial damage means damage or
failure which adversely affects the
structural strength, performance, or
flight charactersistics of the aircraft, and
which would normally require major
repair or replacement of the affected
component. Engine failure or damage
limited to an engine if only one engine
fails or is damaged, bent fairings or
cowling, dented skin, small puncture
holes in the skin or fabric, ground
damage to rotor or propeller blades, and
damage to landing gear, wheels, tires,
flaps, engine accessories, brakes or wing
tips are not considered ‘‘substantial
damage.’’

Support service agreement means a
preestablished agreement with a
commercial vendor for specific aviation
services.

Undercover aircraft means an owned,
leased, lease purchased, or bailed
aircraft that is utilized to gather
information for law enforcement
purposes. An undercover aircraft does
not display agency markings but is
registered with the FAA to the owning
agency.

Useful life means the service life, in
years, of the aircraft as estimated by the
manufacturer or evidenced by historical
performance. The useful life is
established at the time of acquisition.

Using agency means an executive
agency using aircraft for which it does
not maintain ownership. This term
applies when an agency obtains aircraft
from any other executive agency on a
temporary basis.

Variable costs means the costs of
operating aircraft that vary depending
on how much the aircraft are used. For
specific variable aircraft program cost
information see § 101–37.201(a).


