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5 Such a State will then be bound by article 3 of
the unamended Convention. For its text, see
footnote under article 3.

6 Text as amended in accordance with article V
of the Protocol. Article 37 as originally adopted in
the Limitation Convention, 1974, prior to its
amendment under the 1980 Protocol, read as
follows:

‘‘Article 37

This Convention shall not prevail over
conventions already entered into or which may be
entered into, and which contain provisions
concerning the matters governed by this
Convention, provided that the seller and buyer have
their places of business in States parties to such a
convention.’’

7 Last sentence of paragraph 1 of article 40
(between *) added in accordance with article VI of
the 1980 Protocol. 8 Refers to the 1974 Limitation Convention.

matters governed by this Convention as
one or more non-Contracting States may
at any time declare that the Convention
shall not apply to contracts of
international sale of goods where the
parties have their places of business in
those States.

3. If a State which is the object of a
declaration under paragraph (2) of this
article subsequently becomes a
Contracting State, the declaration made
shall, as from the date on which this
Convention enters into force in respect
of the new Contracting State, have the
effect of a declaration made under
paragraph (1), provided that the new
Contracting State joins in such
declaration or makes a reciprocal
unilateral declaration.

Article 35

A Contracting State may declare, at
the time of the deposit of its instrument
of ratification or accession, that it will
not apply the provisions of this
Convention to actions for annulment of
the contract.

Article 36

Any State may declare, at the time of
the deposit of its instrument of
ratification or accession, that it shall not
be compelled to apply the provisions of
article 24 of this Convention.

Article 36 bis (Article XII of the
Protocol)

Any State may declare at the time of
the deposit of its instrument of
accession or its notification under
article 43 bis that it will not be bound
by the amendments to article 3 made by
article I of the 1980 Protocol.5 A
declaration made under this article shall
be in writing and be formally notified to
the depositary.

Article 37 6

This Convention shall not prevail
over any international agreement which
has already been or may be entered into,
and which contains provisions
concerning the matters governed by this
Convention, provided that the seller and

buyer have their places of business in
States parties to such agreement.

Article 38

1. A Contracting State which is a
party to any existing convention relating
to the international sale of goods may
declare, at the time of the deposit of its
instrument of ratification or accession,
that it will apply this Convention
exclusively to contracts of international
sale of goods as defined in such existing
convention.

2. Such declaration shall cease to be
effective on the first day of the month
following the expiration of twelve
months after a new convention on the
international sale of goods, concluded
under the auspices of the United
Nations, shall have entered into force.

Article 39

No reservation other than those made
in accordance with articles 34, 35, 36,
36 bis and 38 shall be permitted.

Article 40

1. Declarations made under this
Convention shall be addressed to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations
and shall take effect simultaneously
with the entry of this Convention into
force in respect of the State concerned,
except declarations made thereafter. The
latter declarations shall take effect on
the first day of the month following the
expiration of six months after the date
of their receipt by the Secretary-General
of the United Nations.* Reciprocal
unilateral declarations under article 34
shall take effect on the first day of the
month following the expiration of six
months after the receipt of the latest
declaration by the Secretary-General of
the United Nations.* 7

2. Any State which has made a
declaration under this Convention may
withdraw it at any time by a notification
addressed to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations. Such withdrawal
shall take effect on the first day of the
month following the expiration of six
months after the date of the receipt of
the notification by the Secretary-General
of the United Nations. In the case of a
declaration made under article 34 of this
Convention, such withdrawal shall also
render inoperative, as from the date on
which the withdrawal takes effect, any
reciprocal declaration made by another
State under that article.

Part IV. Final Clauses

Article 41

This Convention* shall be open until
31 December 1975 for signature by all
States at the Headquarters of the United
Nations.

Article 42

This Convention * is subject to
ratification. The instruments of
ratification shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 43

This Convention 8 shall remain open
for accession by any State. The
instruments of accession shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations.

Article 43 bis (Article X of the Protocol)

If a State ratifies or accedes to the
1974 Limitation Convention after the
entry into force of the 1980 Protocol, the
ratification or accession shall also
constitute a ratification or an accession
to the Convention as amended by the
1980 Protocol if the State notifies the
depositary accordingly.

Article 43 ter (Article VIII (2) of the
Protocol)

Accession to the 1980 Protocol by any
State which is not a Contracting Party to
the 1974 Limitation Convention shall
have the effect of accession to that
Convention as amended by the Protocol,
subject to the provisions of article 44
bis.

Article 44

1. This Convention shall enter into
force on the first day of the month
following the expiration of six months
after the date of the deposit of the tenth
instrument of ratification or accession.

2. For each State ratifying or acceding
to this Convention after the deposit of
the tenth instrument of ratification or
accession, this Convention shall enter
into force on the first day of the month
following the expiration of six months
after the date of the deposit of its
instrument of ratification or accession.

Article 44 bis (Article XI of the Protocol)

Any State which becomes a
Contracting Party to the 1974 Limitation
Convention, as amended by the 1980
Protocol, shall, unless it notifies the
depositary to the contrary, be
considered to be also a Contracting
Party to the Convention, unamended, in
relation to any Contracting Party to the
Convention not yet a Contracting Party
to the 1980 Protocol.


