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Modification of the Limitation Period by
the Parties

Article 22

1. The limitation period cannot be
modified or affected by any declaration
or agreement between the parties,
except in the cases provided for in
paragraph (2) of this article.

2. The debtor may at any time during
the running of the limitation period
extend the period by a declaration in
writing to the creditor. This declaration
may be renewed.

3. The provisions of this article shall
not affect the validity of a clause in the
contract of sale which stipulates that
arbitral proceeding shall be commenced
within a shorter period of limitation
than that prescribed by this Convention,
provided that such clause is valid under
the law applicable to the contract of
sale.

General Limit of the Limitation Period
Article 23

Notwithstanding the provisions of
this Convention, a limitation period
shall in any event expire not later than
ten years from the date on which it
commenced to run under articles 9, 10,
11 and 12 of this Convention.

Consequences of the Expiration of the
Limitation Period

Article 24

Expiration of the limitation period
shall be taken into consideration in any
legal proceedings only if invoked by a
party to such proceedings.

Article 25

1. Subject to the provisions of
paragraph (2) of this article and of
article 24, no claim shall be recognized
or enforced in any legal proceedings
commenced after the expiration of the
limitation period.

2. Notwithstanding the expiration of
the limitation period, one party may
rely on his claim as a defence or for the
purpose of set-off against a claim
asserted by the other party, provided
that in the latter case this may only be
done:

(a) if both claims relate to the same
contract or to several contracts
concluded in the course of the same
transaction; or

(b) if the claims could have been set-
off at any time before the expiration of
the limitation period.

Article 26

Where the debtor performs his
obligation after the expiration of the
limitation period, he shall not on that
ground be entitled in any way to claim

restitution even if he did not know at
the time when he performed his
obligation that the limitation period had
expired.

Article 27

The expiration of the limitation
period with respect to a principal debt
shall have the same effect with respect
to an obligation to pay interest on that
debt.

Calculation of the Period
Article 28

1. The limitation period shall be
calculated in such a way that it shall
expire at the end of the day which
corresponds to the date on which the
period commenced to run. If there is no
such corresponding date, the period
shall expire at the end of the last day of
the last month of the limitation period.

2. The limitation period shall be
calculated by reference to the date of the
place where the legal proceedings are
instituted.

Article 29

Where the last day of the limitation
period falls on an official holiday or
other dies non juridicus precluding the
appropriate legal action in the
jurisdiction where the creditor institutes
legal proceedings or assets a claim as
envisaged in article 13, 14 or 15, the
limitation period shall be extended so as
not to expire until the end of the first
day following that official holiday or
dies non juridicus on which such
proceedings could be instituted or on
which such a claim could be asserted in
that jurisdiction.

International Effect
Article 30

The acts and circumstances referred
to in articles 13 through 19 which have
taken place in one Contracting State
shall have effect for the purposes of this
Convention in another Contracting
State, provided that the creditor has
taken all reasonable steps to ensure that
the debtor is informed of the relevant
act or circumstances as soon as possible.

Part Il. Implementation
Avrticle 31

1. If a Contracting State has two or
more territorial units in which,
according to its constitution, different
systems of law are applicable in relation
to the matters dealt with in this
Convention, it may, at the time of
signature, ratification or accession,
declare that this Convention shall
extend to all its territorial units or only
to one or more of them, and may amend

its declaration by submitting another
declaration at any time.

2. These declarations shall be notified
to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and shall state expressly the
territorial units to which the Convention
applies.

3. If a Contracting State described in
paragraph (1) of this article makes no
declaration at the time of signature,
ratification or accession, the Convention
shall have effect within all territorial
units of that State.

4. If, by virtue of a declaration under
this article, this Convention extends to
one or more but not all of the territorial
units of a Contracting State, and if the
place of business of a party to a contract
is located in that State, this place of
business shall, for the purposes of this
Convention, be considered not to be in
a Contracting State, unless itis in a
territorial unit to which the Convention
extends.3

Article 32

Where in this Convention reference is
made to the law of a State in which
different systems of law apply, such
reference shall be construed to mean the
law of the particular legal system
concerned.

Article 33

Each Contracting State shall apply the
provisions of this Convention to
contracts concluded on or after the date
of the entry into force of this
Convention.

Part I1l. Declarations and Reservations

Article 344

1. Two or more Contracting States
which have the same or closely related
legal rules on matters governed by this
Convention may at any time declare that
the Convention shall not apply to
contracts of international sale of goods
where the parties have their places of
business in those States. Such
declarations may be made jointly or by
reciprocal unilateral declarations.

2. A Contracting State which has the
same or closely related legal rules on

3New Paragraph 4, added in accordance with
article 111 of the 1980 Protocol.

4Text as amended in accordance with article IV
of the 1980 Protocol. Article 34 as originally
adopted in the Limitation Convention, 1974, prior
to its amendment under the 1980 Protocol, read as
follows:

Article 34

“Two or more Contracting States may at any time
declare that contracts of sale between a seller
having a place of business in one of these States and
a buyer having a place of business in another of
these States shall not be governed by this
Convention, because they apply to the matters
governed by this Convention the same or closely
related legal rules.”



