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Article 11

If the seller has given an express
undertaking relating to the goods which
is stated to have effect for a certain
period of time, whether expressed in
terms of a specific period of time or
otherwise, the limitation period in
respect of any claim arising from the
undertaking shall commence on the date
on which the buyer notifies the seller of
the fact on which the claim is based, but
not later than on the date of the
expiration of the period of the
undertaking.

Article 12

1. If, in circumstances provided for by
the law applicable to the contract, one
party is entitled to declare the contract
terminated before the time for
performance is due, and exercises this
right, the limitation period in respect of
a claim based on any such
circumstances shall commence on the
date on which the declaration is made
to the other party. If the contract is not
declared to be terminated before
performance becomes due, the
limitation period shall commence on
the date on which performance is due.

2. The limitation period in respect of
a claim arising out of a breach by one
party of a contract for the delivery of or
payment for goods by installments shall,
in relation to each separate installment,
commence on the date on which the
particular breach occurs. If, under the
law applicable to the contract, one party
is entitled to declare the contract
terminated by reason of such breach,
and exercises this right, the limitation
period in respect of all relevant
installments shall commence on the
date on which the declaration is made
to the other party.

Cessation and Extension of the
Limitation Period

Article 13

The limitation period shall cease to
run when the creditor performs any act
which, under the law of the court where
the proceedings are instituted, is
recognized as commencing judicial
proceedings against the debtor or as
asserting his claim in such proceedings
already instituted against the debtor, for
the purpose of obtaining satisfaction or
recognition of his claim.

Article 14

1. Where the parties have agreed to
submit to arbitration, the limitation
period shall cease to run when either
party commences arbitral proceedings
in the manner provided for in the
arbitration agreement or by the law
applicable to such proceedings.

2. In the absence of any such
provision, arbitral proceedings shall be
deemed to commence on the date on
which a request that the claim in
dispute be referred to arbitration is
delivered at the habitual residence or
place of business of the other party or,
if he has no such residence or place of
business, then at his last known
residence or place of business.

Article 15

In any legal proceedings other than
those mentioned in articles 13 and 14,
including legal proceedings commenced
upon the occurrence of:

(a) the death or incapacity of the
debtor,

(b) the bankruptcy or any state of
insolvency affecting the whole of the
property of the debtor, or

(c) the dissolution or liquidation of a
corporation, company, partnership,
association or entity when it is the
debtor, the limitation period shall cease
to run when the creditor asserts his
claim in such proceedings for the
purpose of obtaining satisfaction or
recognition of the claim, subject to the
law governing the proceedings.

Article 16

For the purposes of articles 13, 14 and
15, any act performed by way of
counterclaim shall be deemed to have
been performed on the same date as the
act performed in relation to the claim
against which the counterclaim is
raised, provided that both the claim and
the counterclaim relate to the same
contract or to several contracts
concluded in the course of the same
transaction.

Article 17

1. Where a claim has been asserted in
legal proceedings within the limitation
period in accordance with article 13, 14,
15 or 16, but such legal proceedings
have ended without a decision binding
on the merits of the claim, the limitation
period shall be deemed to have
continued to run.

2. If, at the time such legal
proceedings ended, the limitation
period has expired or has less than one
year to run, the creditor shall be entitled
to a period of one year from the date on
which the legal proceedings ended.

Article 18

1. Where legal proceedings have been
commenced against one debtor, the
limitation period prescribed in this
Convention shall cease to run against
any other party jointly and severally
liable with the debtor, provided that the
creditor informs such party in writing

within that period that the proceedings
have been commenced.

2. Where legal proceedings have been
commenced by a subpurchaser against
the buyer, the limitation period
prescribed in this Convention shall
cease to run in relation to the buyer’s
claim over against the seller, if the buyer
informs the seller in writing within that
period that the proceedings have been
commenced.

3. Where the legal proceedings
referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this
article have ended, the limitation period
in respect of the claim of the creditor or
the buyer against the party jointly and
severally liable or against the seller shall
be deemed not to have ceased running
by virtue of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this
article, but the creditor or the buyer
shall be entitled to an additional year
from the date on which the legal
proceedings ended, if at that time the
limitation period had expired or had
less than one year to run.

Article 19

Where the creditor performs, in the
State in which the debtor has his place
of business and before the expiration of
the limitation period, any act, other than
the acts described in articles 13, 14, 15
and 16, which under the law of that
State has the effect of recommencing a
limitation period, a new limitation
period of four years shall commence on
the date prescribed by that law.

Article 20

1. Where the debtor, before the
expiration of the limitation period,
acknowledges in writing his obligation
to the creditor, a new limitation period
of four years shall commence to run
from the date of such acknowledgement.

2. Payment of interest or partial
performance of an obligation by the
debtor shall have the same effect as an
acknowledgement under paragraph (1)
of this article if it can reasonably be
inferred from such payment or
performance that the debtor
acknowledges that obligation.

Article 21

Where, as a result of a circumstance
which is beyond the control of the
creditor and which he could neither
avoid nor overcome, the creditor has
been prevented from causing the
limitation period to cease to run, the
limitation period shall be extended so as
not to expire before the expiration of
one year from the date on which the
relevant circumstance ceased to exist.



