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(ii) All openings to the outside must
be covered by screening with openings
of not more than 1.6 mm or by some
other barrier that prevents insects from
entering the packinghouse.

(iii) The packinghouse must have
double doors at the entrance to the
facility and at the interior entrance to
the area where the avocados are packed.

(iv) Prior to the culling process, a
sample of 250 avocados per shipment
must be selected, cut, and inspected by
Sanidad Vegetal and found free from
pests.

(v) The identity of the avocados must
be maintained from field boxes or
containers to the shipping boxes so the
avocados can be traced back to the
orchard in which they were grown if
pests are found at the packinghouse or
the port of first arrival in the United
States.

(vi) The avocados must be packed in
clean, new boxes. The boxes must be
clearly marked with the identity of the
grower, packinghouse, and exporter,
and the statement ‘‘Distribution limited
to the following States: CT, DC, DE, IL,
IN, KY, ME, MD, MA, MI, NH, NJ, NY,
OH, PA, RI, VA, VT, WV, and WI.’’

(vii) The boxes must be placed in a
refrigerated truck or refrigerated
container and remain in that truck or
container while in transit through
Mexico to the port of first arrival in the
United States. Prior to leaving the
packinghouse, the truck or container
must be secured by Sanidad Vegetal
with a seal that will be broken when the
truck or container is opened.

(viii) Any avocados that have not been
packed or loaded into a refrigerated
truck or refrigerated container by the
end of the work day must be kept in the
screened packing area.

(d) Certification. All shipments of
avocados must be accompanied by a
phytosanitary certificate issued by
Sanidad Vegetal certifying that the
conditions specified in this section have
been met.

(e) Pest detection. (1) If any of the
avocado seed pests Heilipus lauri,
Conotrachelus perseae, C. aguacatae, or
Stenoma catenifer are discovered in a
municipality during an annual pest
survey, orchard survey, packinghouse
inspection, or other monitoring or
inspection activity in the municipality,

Sanidad Vegetal must immediately
initiate an investigation and take
measures to isolate and eradicate the
pests. Sanidad Vegetal must also
provide APHIS with information
regarding the circumstances of the
infestation and the pest risk mitigation
measures taken. The municipality in
which the pests are discovered will lose
its pest-free certification and avocado
exports from that municipality will be
suspended until APHIS and Sanidad
Vegetal agree that the pest eradication
measures taken have been effective and
that the pest risk within that
municipality have been eliminated.

(2) If Sanidad Vegetal discovers the
stem weevil Copturus aguacatae in an
orchard during an orchard survey or
other monitoring or inspection activity
in the orchard, Sanidad Vegetal must
provide APHIS with information
regarding the circumstances of the
infestation and the pest risk mitigation
measures taken. The orchard in which
the pest was found will lose its export
certification immediately and will be
denied export certification for the entire
shipping season of November through
February.

(3) If Sanidad Vegetal discovers the
stem weevil Copturus aguacatae in fruit
at a packinghouse, Sanidad Vegetal
must investigate the origin of the
infested fruit and provide APHIS with
information regarding the circumstances
of the infestation and the pest risk
mitigation measures taken. The orchard
where the infested fruit originated will
lose its export certification immediately
and will be denied export certification
for the entire shipping season of
November through February.

(f) Ports. The avocados may enter the
United States at:

(1) Any port located in the
northeastern States specified in
paragraph (a)(3) of this section;

(2) The ports of Galveston or Houston,
TX, or the border ports of Nogales, AZ,
or Brownsville, Eagle Pass, El Paso,
Hidalgo, or Laredo, TX; or

(3) Other ports within that area of the
United States specified in paragraph (g)
of this section.

(g) Shipping areas. Except as
explained below for avocados that enter
the United States at Nogales, AZ,
avocados moved by truck or rail car may

transit only that area of the United
States bounded on the west by a line
extending from El Paso, TX, to Denver,
CO, and due north from Denver; and on
the east and south by a line extending
from Brownsville, TX, to Galveston, TX,
to Kinder, LA, to Memphis, TN, to
Knoxville, TN, following Interstate 40 to
Raleigh, NC, and due east from Raleigh.
All cities on these boundary lines are
included in this area. If the avocados are
moved by air, the aircraft may not land
outside this area. Avocados that enter
the United States at Nogales, AZ, must
be moved to El Paso, TX, by the route
specified on the permit, and then must
remain within the shipping area
described above.

(h) Shipping requirements. The
avocados must be moved through the
United States either by air or in a
refrigerated truck or refrigerated rail car
or in refrigerated containers on a truck
or rail car. If the avocados are moved in
refrigerated containers on a truck or rail
car, an inspector must seal the
containers with a serially numbered seal
at the port of first arrival in the United
States. If the avocados are moved in a
refrigerated truck or a refrigerated rail
car, an inspector must seal the truck or
rail car with a serially numbered seal at
the port of first arrival in the United
States. If the avocados are transferred to
another vehicle or container in the
United States, an inspector must be
present to supervise the transfer and
must apply a new serially numbered
seal. The avocados must be moved
through the United States under
Customs bond.

(i) Inspection. The avocados are
subject to inspection by an inspector at
the port of first arrival, at any stops in
the United States en route to the
northeastern States, and upon arrival at
the terminal market in the northeastern
States. At the port of first arrival, an
inspector will sample and cut avocados
from each shipment to detect pest
infestation.

Done in Washington, DC, this 29th day of
June 1995.
Lonnie J. King,
Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service.
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