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in which the bond was provided will govern
absolutely. For further assistance, contact the
Surety Bond Branch at (FTS/202) 874–6850.

(c) A surety company must be licensed in
the State or other area in which it provides
a bond, but need not be licensed in the State
or other area in which the principal resides
or where the contract is to be performed [28
Op. Atty. Gen. 127, Dec. 24, 1909; 31 CFR
Section 223.5 (b)]. The term ‘‘other area’’
includes the District of Columbia, American
Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin
Islands.

License information in this Circular is
provided to the Treasury Department by the
companies themselves. For updated license
information, you may contact the company
directly or the applicable State Insurance
Department. Refer to the list of state
insurance departments at the end of this
publication. For further assistance, contact
the Surety Bond Branch at (FTS/202) 874–
6850.

(d) Federal Process Agents: Treasury
approved surety companies are required to
appoint Federal process agents in accord
with 31 U.S.C. 9306 and 31 CFR 224 in the
following districts: Where the principal
resides; where the obligation is to be
performed; and in the District of Columbia
where the bond is returnable or filed. No
process agent is required in the State or other
area where the company is incorporated (31
CFR Section 224.2). The name and address of
a particular surety’s process agent in a
particular Federal Judicial District may be
obtained from the Clerk of the U.S. District
Court in that district. (The appointment
documents are on file with the clerks.)
(NOTE: A surety company’s underwriting
agent who furnishes its bonds may or may
not be its authorized process agent.)

Service of Process: Process should be
served on the Federal process agent
appointed by a surety in a judicial district,
except where the appointment of such agent
is pending or during the absence of such
agent from the district. Only in the event an
agent has not been duly appointed, or the
appointment is pending, or the agent is
absent from the district, should process be
served directly on the Clerk of the court
pursuant to the provisions of 31 U.S.C. 9306.

(e) Companies holding Certificates of
Authority as acceptable reinsuring
companies are acceptable only as reinsuring
companies on Federal bonds.

(f) Some companies may be approved
surplus lines carriers in various states. Such
approval may indicate that the company is
authorized to write surety in a particular
state, even though the company is not
licensed in the state. Questions related to this
may be directed to the appropriate State
Insurance Department. Refer to the list of
state insurance departments at the end of this
publication.


