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environment for raising safety concerns
in the workplace, and (2) provides a
remedy for the particular discrimination
at issue.

d. Exercise of discretion. As provided
in Section VII, ‘‘Exercise of Discretion,’’
discretion may be exercised by either
escalating or mitigating the amount of
the civil penalty determined after
applying the civil penalty adjustment
factors to ensure that the proposed civil
penalty reflects the NRC’s concern
regarding the violation at issue and that
it conveys the appropriate message to
the licensee. However, in no instance
will a civil penalty for any one violation
exceed $100,000 per day.

TABLE 1A.—Base Civil Penalties

a. Power reactors ..................... $100,000
b. Fuel fabricators, industrial

processors, and independent
spent fuel and monitored re-
trievable storage installations 25,000

c. Test reactors, mills and ura-
nium conversion facilities,
contractors, vendors, waste
disposal licensees, and in-
dustrial radiographers ........... 10,000

d. Research reactors, aca-
demic, medical, or other ma-
terial licensee 1 ...................... 5,000

1 This applies to nonprofit institutions not
otherwise categorized in this table, mobile nu-
clear services, nuclear pharmacies, and physi-
cian offices.

TABLE 1B.—BASE CIVIL PENALTIES

Severity level

Base civil pen-
alty amount (Per-
cent of amount
listed in Table

1A)

I ......................................... 100
II ........................................ 80
III ....................................... 50

C. Orders. An order is a written NRC
directive to modify, suspend, or revoke
a license; to cease and desist from a
given practice or activity; or to take such
other action as may be proper (see 10
CFR 2.202). Orders may also be issued
in lieu of, or in addition to, civil
penalties, as appropriate for Severity
Level I, II, or III violations. Orders may
be issued as follows:

1. License Modification orders are
issued when some change in licensee
equipment, procedures, personnel, or
management controls is necessary.

2. Suspension Orders may be used:
(a) To remove a threat to the public

health and safety, common defense and
security, or the environment;

(b) To stop facility construction when,
(i) Further work could preclude or

significantly hinder the identification or

correction of an improperly constructed
safety-related system or component; or

(ii) The licensee’s quality assurance
program implementation is not adequate
to provide confidence that construction
activities are being properly carried out;

(c) When the licensee has not
responded adequately to other
enforcement action;

(d) When the licensee interferes with
the conduct of an inspection or
investigation; or

(e) For any reason not mentioned
above for which license revocation is
legally authorized.

Suspensions may apply to all or part
of the licensed activity. Ordinarily, a
licensed activity is not suspended (nor
is a suspension prolonged) for failure to
comply with requirements where such
failure is not willful and adequate
corrective action has been taken.

3. Revocation Orders may be used:
(a) When a licensee is unable or

unwilling to comply with NRC
requirements;

(b) When a licensee refuses to correct
a violation;

(c) When licensee does not respond to
a Notice of Violation where a response
was required;

(d) When a licensee refuses to pay an
applicable fee under the Commission’s
regulations; or

(e) For any other reason for which
revocation is authorized under section
186 of the Atomic Energy Act (e.g., any
condition which would warrant refusal
of a license on an original application).

4. Cease and Desist Orders may be
used to stop an unauthorized activity
that has continued after notification by
the NRC that the activity is
unauthorized.

5. Orders to unlicensed persons,
including vendors and contractors, and
employees of any of them, are used
when the NRC has identified deliberate
misconduct that may cause a licensee to
be in violation of an NRC requirement
or where incomplete or inaccurate
information is deliberately submitted or
where the NRC loses its reasonable
assurance that the licensee will meet
NRC requirements with that person
involved in licensed activities.

Unless a separate response is
warranted pursuant to 10 CFR 2.201, a
Notice of Violation need not be issued
where an order is based on violations
described in the order. The violations
described in an order need not be
categorized by severity level.

Orders are made effective
immediately, without prior opportunity
for hearing, whenever it is determined
that the public health, interest, or safety
so requires, or when the order is
responding to a violation involving

willfulness. Otherwise, a prior
opportunity for a hearing on the order
is afforded. For cases in which the NRC
believes a basis could reasonably exist
for not taking the action as proposed,
the licensee will ordinarily be afforded
an opportunity to show why the order
should not be issued in the proposed
manner by way of a Demand for
Information. (See 10 CFR 2.204)

D. Related administrative actions. In
addition to the formal enforcement
actions, Notices of Violation, civil
penalties, and orders, the NRC also uses
administrative actions, such as Notices
of Deviation, Notices of
Nonconformance, Confirmatory Action
Letters, Letters of Reprimand, and
Demands for Information to supplement
its enforcement program. The NRC
expects licensees and vendors to adhere
to any obligations and commitments
resulting from these actions and will not
hesitate to issue appropriate orders to
ensure that these obligations and
commitments are met.

1. Notices of Deviation are written
notices describing a licensee’s failure to
satisfy a commitment where the
commitment involved has not been
made a legally binding requirement. A
Notice of Deviation requests a licensee
to provide a written explanation or
statement describing corrective steps
taken (or planned), the results achieved,
and the date when corrective action will
be completed.

2. Notices of Nonconformance are
written notices describing vendor’s
failures to meet commitments which
have not been made legally binding
requirements by NRC. An example is a
commitment made in a procurement
contract with a licensee as required by
10 CFR Part 50, Appendix B. Notices of
Nonconformances request non-licensees
to provide written explanations or
statements describing corrective steps
(taken or planned), the results achieved,
the dates when corrective actions will
be completed, and measures taken to
preclude recurrence.

3. Confirmatory Action Letters are
letters confirming a licensee’s or
vendor’s agreement to take certain
actions to remove significant concerns
about health and safety, safeguards, or
the environment.

4. Letters of Reprimand are letters
addressed to individuals subject to
Commission jurisdiction identifying a
significant deficiency in their
performance of licensed activities.

5. Demands for Information are
demands for information from licensees
or other persons for the purpose of
enabling the NRC to determine whether
an order or other enforcement action
should be issued.


