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identified, some licensee-identified, or
where the NRC prompted the licensee to
take action that resulted in the
identification of the violation), the
NRC’s evaluation should normally
determine whether the licensee could
reasonably have been expected to
identify the violation in the NRC’s
absence. This determination should
consider, among other things, the timing
of the NRC’s discovery, the information
available to the licensee that caused the
NRC concern, the specificity of the
NRC’s concern, the scope of the
licensee’s efforts, the level of licensee
resources given to the investigation, and
whether the NRC’s path of analysis had
been dismissed or was being pursued in
parallel by the licensee.

In some cases, the licensee may have
addressed the isolated symptoms of
each violation (and may have identified
the violations), but failed to recognize
the common root cause and taken the
necessary comprehensive action. Where
this is true, the decision on whether to
give licensee credit for actions related to
Identification should focus on
identification of the problem requiring
corrective action (e.g., the programmatic
breakdown). As such, depending on the
chronology of the various violations, the
earliest of the individual violations
might be considered missed
opportunities for the licensee to have
identified the larger problem.

(v) Missed Opportunities to Identify.
Missed opportunities include prior
notifications or missed opportunities to
identify or prevent violations such as (1)
through normal surveillances, audits, or
quality assurance (QA) activities; (2)
through prior notice i.e., specific NRC or
industry notification; or (3) through
other reasonable indication of a
potential problem or violation, such as
observations of employees and
contractors, and failure to take effective
corrective steps. It may include findings
of the NRC, the licensee, or industry
made at other facilities operated by the
licensee where it is reasonable to expect
the licensee to take action to identify or
prevent similar problems at the facility
subject to the enforcement action at
issue. In assessing this factor,
consideration will be given to, among
other things, the opportunities available
to discover the violation, the ease of
discovery, the similarity between the
violation and the notification, the
period of time between when the
violation occurred and when the
notification was issued, the action taken
(or planned) by the licensee in response
to the notification, and the level of
management review that the notification
received (or should have received).

The evaluation of missed
opportunities should normally depend
on whether the information available to
the licensee should reasonably have
caused action that would have
prevented the violation. Missed
opportunities is normally not applied
where the licensee appropriately
reviewed the opportunity for
application to its activities and
reasonable action was either taken or
planned to be taken within a reasonable
time.

In some situations the missed
opportunity is a violation in itself. In
these cases, unless the missed
opportunity is a Severity Level III
violation in itself, the missed
opportunity violation may be grouped
with the other violations into a single
Severity Level III ‘‘problem.’’ However,
if the missed opportunity is the only
violation, then it should not normally be
counted twice (i.e., both as the violation
and as a missed opportunity— ‘‘double
counting’’) unless the number of
opportunities missed was particularly
significant.

The timing of the missed opportunity
should also be considered. While a rigid
time-frame is unnecessary, a 2-year
period should generally be considered
for consistency in implementation, as
the period reflecting relatively current
performance.

(3) When the NRC determines that the
licensee should receive credit for
actions related to Identification, the
civil penalty assessment should
normally result in either no civil
penalty or a base civil penalty, based on
whether Corrective Action is judged to
be reasonably prompt and
comprehensive. When the licensee is
not given credit for actions related to
Identification, the civil penalty
assessment should normally result in a
Notice of Violation with either a base
civil penalty or a base civil penalty
escalated by 100%, depending on the
quality of Corrective Action, because the
licensee’s performance is clearly not
acceptable.

c. Credit for prompt and
comprehensive corrective action. The
purpose of the Corrective Action factor
is to encourage licensees to (1) take the
immediate actions necessary upon
discovery of a violation that will restore
safety and compliance with the license,
regulation(s), or other requirement(s);
and (2) develop and implement (in a
timely manner) the lasting actions that
will not only prevent recurrence of the
violation at issue, but will be
appropriately comprehensive, given the
significance and complexity of the
violation, to prevent occurrence of
violations with similar root causes.

Regardless of other circumstances
(e.g., past enforcement history,
identification), the licensee’s corrective
actions should always be evaluated as
part of the civil penalty assessment
process. As a reflection of the
importance given to this factor, an NRC
judgment that the licensee’s corrective
action has not been prompt and
comprehensive will always result in
issuing at least a base civil penalty.

In assessing this factor, consideration
will be given to the timeliness of the
corrective action (including the
promptness in developing the schedule
for long term corrective action), the
adequacy of the licensee’s root cause
analysis for the violation, and, given the
significance and complexity of the
issue, the comprehensiveness of the
corrective action (i.e., whether the
action is focused narrowly to the
specific violation or broadly to the
general area of concern). Even in cases
when the NRC, at the time of the
enforcement conference, identifies
additional peripheral or minor
corrective action still to be taken, the
licensee may be given credit in this area,
as long as the licensee’s actions
addressed the underlying root cause and
are considered sufficient to prevent
recurrence of the violation and similar
violations.

Normally, the judgment of the
adequacy of corrective actions will
hinge on whether the NRC had to take
action to focus the licensee’s evaluative
and corrective process in order to obtain
comprehensive corrective action. This
will normally be judged at the time of
the enforcement conference (e.g., by
outlining substantive additional areas
where corrective action is needed).
Earlier informal discussions between
the licensee and NRC inspectors or
management may result in improved
corrective action, but should not
normally be a basis to deny credit for
Corrective Action. For cases in which
the licensee does not get credit for
actions related to Identification because
the NRC identified the problem, the
assessment of the licensee’s corrective
action should begin from the time when
the NRC put the licensee on notice of
the problem. Notwithstanding eventual
good comprehensive corrective action, if
immediate corrective action was not
taken to restore safety and compliance
once the violation was identified,
corrective action would not be
considered prompt and comprehensive.

Corrective action for violations
involving discrimination should
normally only be considered
comprehensive if the licensee takes
prompt, comprehensive corrective
action that (1) addresses the broader


