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the distribution of the seats. Examples
of administrative expenses include
operational overhead such as secretarial
support, telephone expenses, and time
of paid staff to help develop the plans
for these efforts.

As stated previously, organizations
are strongly encouraged to work
collaboratively for the purpose of
applying for funds. If organizations plan
to work collaboratively, they should
submit a single combined certification.
Any such certification submitted for a
group of organizations working
collaboratively, must include a
statement that provides that the
organizations have reached agreement
regarding the manner in which funds
that may be used for administrative
expenses will be allocated among the
organizations. The actual agreement
need not be provided. No additional
information is required to be submitted
at this time in support of this element
of the certification.

(8) Added to Existing Funds and No
Diversions

The organization must certify in
writing that it shall:

Add the GM-provided funds to the total of
its existing funds spent on the distribution of
child safety seats to low-income families and
not divert any funds currently budgeted to
such activities to other activities.

Organizations shall add the GM-
provided funds to the total of their
existing funds, if any, spent on the
distribution of child safety seats to low
income and special needs families and
not divert any funds currently budgeted
to such activities, if any, to other
activities. In other words, the funds
provided by GM must represent new
and additional resources, and may not
be used to replace other funds, if any,
that otherwise would have been used for
the distribution of child safety seats to
low-income families and their related
education activities. No additional
information is required to be submitted
at this time in support of this element
of the certification.

(9) Third-Party Audit
The organization must certify in

writing that it shall:
Allow the activities conducted pursuant to

this program to be audited by such third
party as selected by DOT.

Organizations shall allow the
activities conducted pursuant to this
program to be audited by such third
party as may be selected by DOT.
Organizations shall also maintain
adequate records to allow an audit to be
conducted. No additional information is
required to be submitted at this time in

support of this element of the
certification.

(10) Enforceable Commitments and
Promises

The organization must certify in
writing that it shall:

Acknowledge and agree that such
commitments and promises shall be
enforceable.

Organizations shall acknowledge and
agree that the commitments and
promises they make shall be enforceable
through legal process or other
appropriate means. No additional
information is required to be submitted
at this time in support of this element
of the certification.

(11) No Assumption of Responsibility

The organization must certify in
writing that it shall:

Acknowledge and agree that GM does not
assume or bear any responsibility for the
organization’s commitments, the selection of
the safety seats actually purchased or
distributed, or the education of recipients of
the seats as to proper use.

Organizations shall acknowledge and
agree that GM does not assume or bear
any responsibility for the organization’s
commitments, the selection of the safety
seats actually purchased or distributed,
or the education of recipients of the
seats as to proper use. No additional
information is required to be submitted
at this time in support of this element
of the certification.

Evaluation Factors

Certifications will be reviewed by an
evaluation panel of experienced agency
personnel. The panel will determine
whether the certifications meet each of
the required criteria and will evaluate
the certifications based on the following
factors:

1. Understanding of the requirements
of the agreement and soundness of
approach as shown by the organization’s
plan and certification.

2. The ability to purchase and
distribute child safety seats to local
agencies (their affiliates) within 120
days of their receipt of the funds as
shown by the organization’s plan and
certification.

3. The ability to identify underserved
low income and special needs families.

4. The ability to distribute child safety
seats to these target populations at the
community level throughout the United
States.

• The experience of the organization,
its affiliates or its collaborators, in
distributing child safety seats

• The breadth and diversity of the
underserved population the

organization, its affiliates or its
collaborators can effectively reach

5. The ability to provide education to
recipients.

• The experience of the organization,
its affiliates or its collaborators, in
providing education on the use of child
safety seats

• The level of training of the staff of
the organization, its affiliates or its
collaborators

6. The ability to conduct a
distribution and education program that
either creates new initiatives, or
complements (rather than duplicates)
existing initiatives, in the geographic
areas to be served.

Certification Procedures
To be considered, certifications must

be received no later than 90 days after
the date on which today’s notice is
published in the Federal Register.
Certifications should be submitted to
Office of Occupant Protection, NTS–11,
Room 5118, 400 Seventh Street, S.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20590.

Organizations are strongly encouraged
to work collaboratively for the purpose
of applying for funds. If organizations
plan to work collaboratively, they
should submit a single combined
certification.

Certifications must include each of
the following:

(1) Certification Statement
A written statement, signed by an

authorized official of the organization,
certifying that the organization shall:

(i) Work, through its state or local affiliates,
with agencies such as children’s hospitals
and health agencies to identify families who
could not otherwise afford seats or who have
special needs; (ii) have an existing loaner or
give-away child safety seat program or have
staff trained in child passenger safety issues;
(iii) distribute the seats to low-income
families and/or families with special needs
across a broad geographical area throughout
the United States; (iv) comply with NHTSA
guidelines with respect to the approximate
mix of child safety seats (e.g., infant, toddler,
booster, special needs); (v) distribute all of
the seats purchased with the funds provided
by GM to the local agencies within 120 days
of the receipt of the funds; (vi) educate
recipients of the seats as to methods of
proper installation and use; (vii) not use
more than 10 percent of the funds provided
by GM for administrative expenses related to
distribution of the seats; (viii) add the GM-
provided funds to the total of its existing
funds spent on the distribution of child
safety seats to low-income families and not
divert any funds currently budgeted to such
activities to other activities; (ix) allow the
activities conducted pursuant to this program
to be audited by such third party as selected
by DOT; (x) acknowledge and agree that such
commitments and promises shall be
enforceable; and (xi) acknowledge and agree


