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Alternate Use of Resources
This action does not involve the use

of any resources not considered
previously in the Final Environmental
Statements for Dresden, Units 2 and 3,
dated November 1973.

Agencies and Persons Consulted
The staff consulted with the State of

Illinois regarding the environmental
impact of the proposed action. The State
had no comments.

Finding of No Significant Impact
The Commission has determined not

to prepare an environmental impact
statement for the proposed exemption.

Based upon the foregoing
environmental assessment, the NRC
staff concludes that the proposed action
will not have a significant effect on the
quality of the human environment.

For further details with respect to this
Action, see the Licensee’s request for
exemption dated November 23, 1994,
which is available for public inspection
at the Commission’s Public Document
Room, The Gelman Building, 2120 L
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C., and at
the Morris Public Library, 604 Liberty
Street, Morris, Illinois 60451.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 9th day
of January 1995.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
John F. Stang,
Acting Director, Project Directorate III–2,
Division of Reactor Projects—III/IV Office of
Nuclear Reactor Regulation.
[FR Doc. 95–919 Filed 1–12–95; 8:45 am]
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Pennsylvania Power & Light Co.,
Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc.,
Susquehanna Steam Electric Station,
Unit 1; Environmental Assessment and
Finding of No Significant Impact

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (the Commission) is
considering issuance of an amendment
to Facility Operating License No. NPF–
14, issued to Pennsylvania Power and
Light Company (PP&L, the licensee), for
operation of the Susquehanna Steam
Electric Station, Unit 1, located in
Luzerne County, Pennsylvania.

Environmental Assessment

Identification of Proposed Action
This environmental assessment has

been prepared to address potential
environmental issues related to the
licensee’s application of July 27, 1994,
as supplemented September 16, October
27, and November 17, 1994, to amend
the Susquehanna, Unit 1 operating

license. The letter of February 7, 1994,
provided responses to the staff’s
questions regarding this action. The
proposed amendment would increase
the licensed core thermal power from
3293 MWt to 3441 MWt, which
represents an approximate increase of
4.5% over the current licensed power
level.

The proposed action involves NRC
issuance of a license amendment to
uprate the authorized power level by
changing the operating license,
including Appendix A of the license
(Technical Specifications). No change is
needed to Appendix B of the license
(Environmental Protection Plan—Non-
radiological).

The Need for the Proposed Action
The proposed action is needed to

permit an increase in the licensed core
thermal power from 3293 MWt to 3441
MWt and provide the licensee with the
flexibility to increase the potential
electrical output of Susquehanna, Unit
1, providing additional electrical power
to service domestic and commercial
areas of the Pennsylvania Power and
Light (PP&L) Company and Allegheny
Electric Cooperative, Inc. grid.

Environmental Impacts of the Proposed
Action

The ‘‘Final Environmental Statement
(FES) related to operation of
Susquehanna Steam Electric Station,
Units 1 and 2’’ was issued June 1981
(NUREG–0564). By letter of June 15,
1992, the licensee submitted ‘‘Licensing
Topical Report NE–092–001 for Power
Uprate with Increased Core Flow’’ for
Susquehanna Steam Electric Station
(SSES), Units 1 and 2. The report was
submitted to support future proposed
amendments to Units 1 and 2 licenses
to permit up to a 4.5-percent increase in
reactor thermal power and an 8-percent
increase in core flow for each unit. The
NRC approved the topical report by
letter of November 30, 1993. The
licensee submitted a proposed
amendment to implement power uprate
for Unit 2 by a letter of November 24,
1993, which was addressed in an
environmental assessment issued by the
staff on March 11, 1994. The
amendment for power uprate and
increased core flow for Unit 2 was
issued on April 11, 1994. The subject of
this assessment is the power uprate and
increased core flow for Unit 1.

Section II.4 of the above Topical
Report provided an environmental
assessment of the proposed power
uprate, including projected non-
radiological environmental effects and
radiological effects from postulated
accidents.

Sections 8.1, 8.2, and 8.3 of the
Topical Report discussed the potential
effect of power uprate on the liquid,
gaseous, and solid radwaste systems.
Sections 8.4, 8.5, and 8.6 discussed the
potential effect of power uprate on
radiation sources within the plant and
radiation levels from normal and post-
accident operation. Section 9.2 of the
Topical Report presented the results of
the calculated whole body and thyroid
doses at uprated power versus current
authorized power conditions at the
exclusion area boundary and the low
population zone (LPZ) that might result
from the postulated design basis
radiological accidents [i.e., loss-of-
coolant accident (LOCA), main steam
line break accident (MSLBA) outside
containment, fuel handling accident
(FHA) and control rod drop accident
(CRDA)]. Other accidents (non-LOCA)
that were previously analyzed in the
licensee’s Final Safety Analysis Report
(FSAR) were also reassessed. All off-site
radiological doses remain well below
established regulatory limits for power
uprate operation.

Supplemental information related to
the non-radiological environmental
assessment was also presented in the
licensee’s letter of February 7, 1994.

The licensee summarized their
reassessment of potential radiological
and non-radiological impacts of station
operation at a slightly higher power
level as follows:

Non-Radiological Environmental Assessment

Since power uprate will not significantly
change the methods of generating electricity,
nor of handling any influents from the
environment or effluents to it, no new or
different environmental impacts are
expected. The conservative models and
methods used in the environmental
assessments of the original design, confirmed
by studies conducted during actual
operation, show that more than adequate
margin exists for the proposed power uprate
without exceeding the non-radiological
environmental effects estimated in the
original estimates and analyses and cited in
the original permit applications and impact
statements.

The maximum withdrawal rate from the
river will increase from the current value of
38,800 gpm to 40,700 gpm after power
uprate, an increase of 5%. The maximum
blowdown rate will increase from the current
value of 10,300 gpm to 10,800 gpm, an
increase of 5%.

After reviewing the additional water
withdrawal requirements and increased
blowdown rate from the natural draft cooling
towers at the Susuqehanna SES (SSES)
associated with power uprate, PP&L
determined that there will be no adverse
effects to the river flow or river biota. This
conclusion is based on two factors. First, the


