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Food Stamp Program: Quality Control
Provisions of the Mickey Leland
Childhood Hunger Relief Act

AGENCY: Food and Consumer Service,
USDA.
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: This action proposes changes
to Food Stamp Program regulations
based on section 13951 of the Mickey
Leland Childhood Hunger Relief Act.
This action proposes to modify the
quality control system of the Food
Stamp Program in the following areas:
timeframes for completion of all review
activity, exclusion of variances resulting
from the application of new regulations,
the tolerance level for excessive error
rates, the calculation of liability
amounts, interest charges on liability
amounts, good cause relief from
liabilities, and the authority of the
Administrative Law Judges to determine
good cause. This action proposes to
incorporate these legislative provisions
into the Food Stamp Program
regulations.
DATES: Comments must be received by
August 22, 1995 to be assured of
consideration.
ADDRESSES: Send comments to Quality
Control Policy Section, Quality Control
Branch, Food Stamp Program, Food and
Consumer Service, USDA, 3101 Park
Center Drive, Room 904, Alexandria,
Virginia 22302.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John
H. Knaus, Chief, Quality Control
Branch, Program Accountability
Division, Food and Consumer Service,
USDA, 3101 Park Center Drive, Room

904, Alexandria, Virginia 22302, (703)
305–2472.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Classification

Executive Order 12866

This rule has been determined to be
significant and was reviewed by the
Office of Management and Budget under
Executive Order 12866.

Executive Order 12372

The Food Stamp Program is listed in
the Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance under No. 10.551. For the
reasons set forth in the final rule at 7
CFR 3015, Subpart V and related Notice
(48 FR 29115, June 24, 1983), this
Program is excluded from the scope of
Executive Order 12372 which requires
intergovernmental consultation with
State and local officials.

Executive Order 12778

This action has been reviewed under
Executive Order 12778, Civil Justice
Reform. This rule is intended to have
preemptive effect with respect to any
state or local laws, regulations or
policies which conflict with its
provisions or which would otherwise
impede its full implementation. This
rule is not intended to have retroactive
effect unless so specified in the
‘‘Implementation’’ section of this
preamble. Prior to any judicial challenge
to the provisions of this rule or the
application of its provisions, all
applicable administrative procedures
must be exhausted. In the Food Stamp
Program the administrative procedures
are as follows: (1) For program benefit
recipients—State administrative
procedures issued pursuant to 7 U.S.C.
2020(e)(10) and 7 CFR 273.15; (2) for
State agencies—administrative
procedures issued pursuant to 7 U.S.C.
2023 set out at 7 CFR 276.7 (for rules
related to non-QC liabilities) or Part 283
(for rules related to QC liabilities); (3)
for program retailers and wholesalers—
administrative procedures issued
pursuant to 7 U.S.C. 2023 set out at 7
CFR 278.8.

Regulatory Flexibility Act

This action has been reviewed with
regard to the requirements of the

Regulatory Flexibility Act of 1980 (5
U.S.C. 601 through 612). William E.
Ludwig, Administrator of the Food and
Consumer Service, has certified that this
rule does not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities. The
requirements will affect State and local
agencies that administer the Food
Stamp Program.

Paperwork Reduction Act

This proposed rule contains
information collections which are
subject to review by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) under
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980
(44 U.S.C. 3507). The title, description,
and respondent description of the
information collections are shown
below with an estimate of the annual
reporting and recordkeeping burdens.
The estimate covers the time that a State
agency will need to complete and
transmit a checklist with each request
for arbitration. As FCS will provide the
content of the checklist to the State
agency it is believed that any time spent
on the design of the checklist will be
minimal. The increase in burden hours
reflects current requirements for the
arbitration process which were not
previously submitted for approval.

Title: Arbitration Checklist.
Description: Final regulations

published January 21, 1988 (53 FR 1603)
required State agencies to provide full
documentation of the case and the
policy(s) in question when requesting
arbitration. The burden on the States for
providing the documentation necessary
for arbitration under the requirements of
that final rule were not submitted for
approval and inclusion under OMB No.
0584–0303 which covers existing
reporting and recordkeeping
requirements of 7 CFR part 275. The
existing requirements in OMB No.
0584–0303 have been approved for use
through July 31, 1994. Thus, the
following does not represent a change in
actual burden, but rather it reflects a
redefinition of what is to be included as
burden under 7 CFR part 275.

Description of Respondents: State
agencies.

Estimated Annual Reporting and
Recordkeeping Burden:


