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related duties in proceedings subject to
5 U.S.C. 556 and 557, arising under the
Agricultural Marketing Agreement Act
of 1937, as amended (7 U.S.C. 601, et
seq.); the Commodity Exchange Act as
amended (7 U.S.C. 1, et seq.); the
Perishable Agricultural Commodities
Act, as amended (7 U.S.C. 499a, et seq.);
the Federal Seed Act, as amended (7
U.S.C. 1551, et seq.); the (Laboratory)
Animal Welfare Act, as amended (7
U.S.C. 2131, et seq.); the Packers and
Stockyards Act, 1921, as amended and
supplemented (7 U.S.C. 181, et seq.); the
Forest Resources Conservation and
Shortage Relief of 1990 (16 U.S.C. 630,
et seq.); and any other acts providing for
hearings to which the provisions of 5
U.S.C. 556 and 557, are applicable.
Pursuant to the applicable rules of
practice, the administrative law judges
shall make initial decisions in
adjudication and rate proceedings
subject to 5 U.S.C. 556 and 557. Such
decisions shall become final without
further proceedings unless there is an
appeal to the Secretary by a party to the
proceeding in accordance with the
applicable rules of practice: Provided,
however, that no decision shall be final
for purposes of judicial review except a
final decision of the Secretary upon
appeal. As used herein, ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of Agriculture, the
Judicial Officer, or other officer or
employee of the Department delegated,
pursuant to the Act of April 4, 1940 (7
U.S.C. 450c-450g), and Reorganization
Plan No. 2 of 1953 (5 U.S.C. App.),
‘‘regulatory functions’’ as that term is
defined in the 1940 Act, in acting as
final deciding officer in adjudication
and rate proceedings subject to 5 U.S.C.
556 and 557. Administrative Law Judges
are delegated authority to hold hearings
and perform related duties as provided
in the Rules of Practice Governing Cease
and Desist Proceedings Under Section 2
of the Capper-Volstead Act, set forth in
part 1, subpart I of this title.

(b) The Chief Administrative Law
Judge is delegated the following
administrative responsibilities subject to
the guidance and control of the
Assistant Secretary for Administration
(See § 2.24(a)):

(1) Exercise general responsibility and
authority for all matters related to the
administrative activities of the Office of
Administrative Law Judges; and

(2) Direct the functions of the Hearing
Clerk as set out in § 2.24(a)(1)(iii).

§ 2.28 Chief Financial Officer.
(a) The Chief Financial Officer, under

the supervision of the Secretary, is
responsible for executing the duties
enumerated for agency Chief Financial
Officers in the Chief Financial Officers

Act of 1990, Public Law No. 101–576,
31 U.S.C. 902, including:

(1) Reporting directly to the Secretary
of Agriculture regarding financial
management matters and the financial
execution of the budget.

(2) Overseeing all financial
management activities relating to the
programs and operations of the
Department and component agencies.

(3) Developing and maintaining an
integrated accounting and financial
system for the Department and
component agencies, including financial
reporting and internal controls, which—

(i) Complies with applicable
accounting principles, standards, and
requirements, and internal control
standards;

(ii) Complies with such policies and
requirements as may be prescribed by
the Director of the Office of
Management and Budget;

(iii) Complies with any other
requirements applicable to such
systems; and

(iv) Provides for complete, reliable,
consistent, and timely information
which is prepared on a uniform basis
and which is responsive to the financial
information needs of Department
management and for the development
and reporting of cost information, the
integration of accounting and budgeting
information, and the systematic
measurement of performance.

(4) Making recommendations to the
Secretary regarding the selection of the
Deputy Chief Financial Officer of the
Department, and selection of principal
financial officers of component agencies
of the Department.

(5) Directing, managing, and
providing policy guidance and oversight
of Department financial management
personnel, activities, and operations,
including:

(i) Preparing and annually revising a
Departmental plan to:

(A) Implement the 5-year financial
management plan prepared by the
Director of the Office of Management
and Budget under 31 U.S.C. 3512(a)(3);
and

(B) Comply with the requirements
established for agency financial
statements under 31 U.S.C. 3515 and
with the requirements for audits of
Department financial statements
established in subsections (e) and (f) of
section 31 U.S.C. 3521(e) and (f).

(ii) Developing Departmental financial
management budgets, including the
oversight and recommendation of
approval of component agency financial
management budgets;

(iii) Recruiting, selecting, and training
of personnel to carry out Departmental
financial management functions;

(iv) Approving and managing
Departmental, and approving
component agency, financial
management systems design or
enhancement projects; and

(v) Implementing and approving
Departmental, and approving
component agency, asset management
systems, including systems for cash
management, credit management, debt
collection, and property and inventory
management and control.

(6) Preparing and transmitting, by not
later than 60 days after the submission
of the audit report required by 31 U.S.C.
3521(f), an annual report to the
Secretary and the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget, which shall
include:

(i) A description and analysis of the
status of financial management of the
Department;

(ii) The annual financial statements
prepared under 31 U.S.C. 3521;

(iii) The audit report transmitted to
the Secretary under 31 U.S.C. 3521;

(iv) A summary of the reports on
internal accounting and administrative
control systems submitted to the
President and the Congress under the
amendments made by the Federal
Managers’ Financial Integrity Act of
1982 (31 U.S.C. 1113, 3512); and

(v) Other information the Secretary
considers appropriate to inform fully
the President and the Congress
concerning the financial management of
the Department.

(7) Monitoring the financial execution
of the budget of the Department in
relation to projected and actual
expenditures, and preparing and
submitting to the Secretary timely
performance reports.

(8) Reviewing, on a biennial basis, the
fees, royalties, rent, and other charges
imposed by the Department for services
and things of value it produces, and
making recommendations on revising
those charges to reflect costs incurred by
the Department in providing those
services and things of value.

(9) Accessing all records, reports,
audits, reviews, documents, papers,
recommendations, or other material that
are the property of the Department or
that are available to the Department, and
that relate to programs and operations
with respect to which the Chief
Financial Officer has responsibilities,
except that this grant allows no access
greater than that permitted under any
other law to records, reports, audits,
reviews, documents, papers,
recommendations, or other material of
the Office of Inspector General.

(10) Requesting such information or
assistance as may be necessary for
carrying out the duties and


