
31753Federal Register / Vol. 60, No. 116 / Friday, June 16, 1995 / Notices

individual. The affected public is
comprised of individuals who were
previously sent an SSA–623.

Number of Respondents: 422,533.
Frequency of Response: 1.
Average Burden Per Response: 30

minutes.
Estimated Annual Burden: 211,267

hours.
4. Supplemental Statement Regarding

Farming Activities of Person Living
Outside the U.S.A.—0960–0103. The
information on form SSA–7163A is used
by the Social Security Administration to
make a determination as to whether
foreign work deductions are applicable
when an SSA claimant reports work on
a farm outside the United States. The
respondents are SSA claimants who
report work on farms outside of the
United States.

Number of Respondents: 1,000.
Frequency of Response: 1.
Average Burden Per Response: 60

minutes.
Estimated Annual Burden: 1,000

hours.
5. Letter to Employer Requesting

Information About Wages Earned by
Beneficiary—0960–0034. The
information on form SSA–L725 is used
by the Social Security Administration to
establish the exact amount of wages
earned by a beneficiary and to
determine the amount of benefit
payments, if any. The respondents are
employers of the beneficiaries.

Number of Respondents: 150,000.
Frequency of Response: 1.
Average Burden Per Response: 30–50

minutes.
Estimated Annual Burden: 100,000

hours.
6. Request for Address Information

from Motor Vehicle Records; Request for
Address Information from Employment
Commissions—0960–0341. The
information on forms SSA–L711 and
SSA–L712 is used by the Social Security
Administration to determine the current
address for missing debtors. The
affected public is comprised of State
agencies who have entered in
agreements with SSA to provide the
requested information.

Number of Respondents: 3,200.
Frequency of Response: 1.
Average Burden Per Response: 2

minutes.
Estimated Annual Burden: 106 hours.
7. Payment Cycling Impact Survey—

0960–NEW. The information is used by
the Social Security Administration to
assess whether the issuance of regularly
scheduled title II monthly payments
significantly increases the workload in
the field offices and teleservice centers
during the early part of each month. The
information is needed to determine

whether payment cycling would be an
effective tool in managing the title II
workload. The respondents are the
general public contacting field offices
and the teleservice centers.

Number of Respondents: 26,000.
Frequency of Response: 1.
Average Burden Per Response: 5

minutes.
Estimated Annual Burden: 2,167

hours.
8. Social Security Request for

Information—0960–0531. The
information on form SSA–6231 is used
by the Social Security Administration to
complete or clarify data previously
provided by representative payees on
forms SSA–623 or SSA–6230. The
respondents will be payees who
furnished incomplete or unclear
information.

Number of Respondents: 100,000.
Frequency of Response: 1.
Average Burden Per Response: 15

minutes.
Estimated Annual Burden: 25,000

hours.
OMB Desk Officer: Laura Oliven.
Written comments and

recommendations regarding these
information collections should be sent
directly to the appropriate OMB Desk
Officer designated above at the
following address: Office of
Management and Budget, OIRA, New
Executive Office Building, Room 10230,
Washington, D.C. 20503.

Dated: June 9, 1995.
Charlotte Whitenight,
Reports Clearance Officer, Social Security
Administration.
[FR Doc. 95–14674 Filed 6–15–95; 8:45 am]
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[Social Security Ruling SSR 95–2c]

Disability—Authority of Appeals
Council to Dismiss a Request for
Hearing for a Reason for Which the
Administrative Law Judge Could Have
Dismissed the Request—Res Judicata

AGENCY: Social Security Administration.
ACTION: Notice of Social Security Ruling.

SUMMARY: In accordance with 20 CFR
422.406(b)(1), the Commissioner of
Social Security gives notice of Social
Security Ruling 95–2c. This Ruling is
based on the decision of the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit in
Harper v. Secretary of Health and
Human Services, which upheld the
authority of the Appeals Council to
dismiss a request for hearing for a
reason the Administrative Law Judge
(ALJ) could have dismissed it, even
though the ALJ held a hearing and
issued a decision on the merits.

This Ruling reconfirms the Appeals
Council’s authority to dismiss a request
for hearing on the basis of
administrative res judicata.
EFFECTIVE DATE: June 16, 1995.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Joanne K. Castello, Division of
Regulations and Rulings, Social Security
Administration, 6401 Security
Boulevard, Baltimore, MD 21235, (410)
965–1711.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Although
we are not required to do so pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 552 (a)(1) and (a)(2), we are
publishing this Social Security Ruling
in accordance with 20 CFR
422.406(b)(1).

Social Security Rulings make
available to the public precedential
decisions relating to the Federal old-age,
survivors, disability, supplemental
security income, and black lung benefits
programs. Social Security Rulings may
be based on case decisions made at all
administrative levels of adjudication,
Federal court decisions, Commissioner’s
decisions, opinions of the Office of the
General Counsel, and other policy
interpretations of the law and
regulations.

Although Social Security Rulings do
not have the force and effect of the law
or regulations, they are binding on all
components of the Social Security
Administration, in accordance with 20
CFR 422.406(b)(1), and are to be relied
upon as precedents in adjudicating
other cases.

If this Social Security Ruling is later
superseded, modified, or rescinded, we
will publish a notice in the Federal
Register to that effect.
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance,
Program Nos. 96.001, Social Security—
Disability Insurance; 96.002, Social
Security— Retirement Insurance; 96.004,
Social Security—Survivors Insurance;
96.005, Special Benefits for Disabled Coal
Miners; 96.006, Supplemental Security
Income.)

Dated: June 6, 1995.
Shirley S. Chater,
Commissioner of Social Security.

Sections 205(b) and 221(d) of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 405(b)
and 421(d)) Disability—Authority of
Appeals Council to dismiss a request for
hearing for a reason for which the
administrative law judge could have
dismissed the request—res judicata.

20 CFR 404.957(c)(1)

Harper v. Secretary of Health and
Human Services, 978 F.2d 260 (6th Cir.
1992)

The claimant, who stopped working
in January 1981, filed applications for


