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the benefits to park resources and
visitors would be significant.

For the purpose of this rule, the FAA
updated the DOI’s December 1987 data
as follows: (1) There are still 40 to 45
air tour operators; (2) the estimated
revenue generated by the industry is
now over $100 million each year; and
(3) the number of ground visitors has
increased to almost 5 million. The FAA
believes that extending the current
SFAR No. 50–2 will not alter current
industry practices in the Grand Canyon
special flight rules area and will not
affect growth in air traffic. Additionally,
the rule will not cause significant
economic impact because it will not
change the volume of traffic, the altitude
of flight routes, or the noise
characteristics of the aircraft typically
used in canyon flights between now and
1997. Therefore, the FAA has
determined that the extension will not
result in additional costs to the air tour
operators.

Since the rule was first promulgated
in 1987, the number of ground visitors
increased by 50 percent. During this
period, the estimated number of air tour
operators remained unchanged, while
the estimated revenue generated by the
air tour industry has doubled.
Therefore, the FAA has determined that
any costs incurred by the air tour
operators are not overly burdensome.

Regulatory Flexibility Determination

The Regulatory Flexibility Act of 1980
(RFA) was enacted by Congress to
ensure that small entities are not
unnecessarily or disproportionately
burdened by Federal regulations. The
RFA requires a Regulatory Flexibility
Analysis if a rule will have ‘‘a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.’’
FAA Order 2100.14A outlines the FAA’s
procedures and criteria for
implementing the RFA. Small entities
are independently owned and operated
small businesses and small, not-for-
profit organizations. A substantial
number of small entities is defined as a
number that is 11 or more and which is
more than one-third of the small entities
subject to this direct final rule. The FAA
determined that this rule will not result

in a significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.

International Trade Impact Analysis
This action is expected to have

neither an adverse impact on the trade
opportunities for U.S. firms doing
business abroad nor on foreign firms
doing business in the United States.
This assessment is based on the fact that
part 135 air tour operators potentially
impacted by this rule do not compete
with similar operators abroad. That is,
their competitive environment is
confined to the Grand Canyon National
Park.

Federalism Implications
This action will not have substantial

effects on the States, on the relationship
between the national government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. Therefore,
in accordance with Executive Order
12612, it is determined that this action
will not have sufficient federalism
implications to warrant the preparation
of a Federalism Assessment.

International Civil Aviation
Organization and Joint Aviation
Regulations

In keeping with U.S. obligations
under the Convention on International
Civil Aviation, it is FAA policy to
comply with International Civil
Aviation Organization Standards and
Recommended Practices (SARP) to the
maximum extent practicable. For this
action, the FAA has reviewed the SARP
of Annex 10. The FAA has determined
that this amendment will not present
any differences.

Paperwork Reduction Act
In accordance with the Paperwork

Reduction Act of 1980 (Pub. L. 96–511),
there are no requirements for
information collection associated with
this rule.

Conclusion
For the reasons set forth above, the

FAA has determined that this rule is not
a significant regulatory action under
Executive Order 12866. In addition, the
FAA certifies that this action will not
have a significant economic impact,

positive or negative, on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.
This rule is not considered significant
under DOT Regulatory Policies and
Procedures.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Parts 91 and
135

Aircraft, Air taxis, Air traffic control,
Aviation safety.

The Amendment

For the reasons set forth above, the
Federal Aviation Administration is
amending SFAR No. 50–2 (14 CFR parts
91 and 135) as follows:

PART 91—[AMENDED]

1. The authority citation for part 91
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 1301(7), 1303, 1344,
1348, 1352 through 1355, 1401, 1421 through
1431, 1471, 1472, 1502, 1510, 1522, and 2121
through 2125; Articles 12, 29, 31, and 32(a)
of the Convention on International Civil
Aviation (61 Stat. 1180), 42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq., E.O. 11514, 35 FR 4247, 3 CFR, 1966–
1970 Comp., p. 902; 49 U.S.C. 106(g).

PART 135—[AMENDED]

2. The authority citation for part 135
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 1153, 40101,
40105, 44113, 44701–44705, 44707–44717,
44722, and 45303.

3. In parts 91 and 135, Special Federal
Aviation Regulation No. 50–2, the text
of which appears at the beginning of
part 91, is amended by revising section
9 to read as follows:

SFAR No. 50–2—Special Flight Rules in
the Vicinity of the Grand Canyon
National Park, AZ

* * * * *
Sec. 9. Termination date. This Special

Federal Aviation Regulation expires on
June 15, 1997.
* * * * *

Issued in Washington, D.C. on June 9,
1995.
David R. Hinson,
Administrator.
[FR Doc. 95–14649 Filed 6–14–95; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M


