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a. the definition of ‘‘Food component’’
is revised;

b. the definition of ‘‘Food item’’ is
revised;

c. the definition of ‘‘Lunch’’ is
revised;

d. a new definition of ‘‘Menu item’’ is
added;

e. a new definition of ‘‘Nutrient
Standard Menu Planning/Assisted
Nutrient Standard Menu Planning’’ is
added;

f. the definition of ‘‘Reimbursement’’
is amended by adding the words ‘‘or
§ 210.10a, whichever is applicable,’’
after ‘‘§ 210.10’’; and

g. a new definition of ‘‘School Week’’
is added.

The revisions and additions read as
follows:

§ 210.2 Definitions.

* * * * *
Food component means one of the

four food groups which compose the
reimbursable school lunch, i.e., meat or
meat alternate, milk, grains/breads and
vegetables/fruits for the purposes of
§ 210.10(k) or one of the four food
groups which compose the reimbursable
school lunch, i.e., meat or meat
alternate, milk, bread or bread alternate,
and vegetable/fruit under § 210.10a.

Food item means one of the five
required foods that compose the
reimbursable school lunch, i.e., meat or
meat alternate, milk, grains/breads, and
two (2) servings of vegetables, fruits, or
a combination of both for the purposes
of § 210.10(k) or one of the five required
foods that compose the reimbursable
school lunch, i.e., meat or meat
alternate, milk, bread or bread alternate,
and two (2) servings of vegetables,
fruits, or a combination of both for the
purposes of § 210.10a.
* * * * *

Lunch means a meal which meets the
nutrition standards and the appropriate
nutrient and calorie levels designated in
§ 210.10. In addition, if applicable, a
lunch shall meet the requirements by
age/grade groupings in § 210.10(k)(2) or
the school lunch pattern for specified
age/grade groups of children as
designated in § 210.10a.

Menu item means, under Nutrient
Standard Menu Planning or Assisted
Nutrient Standard Menu Planning, any
single food or combination of foods. All
menu items or foods offered as part of
the reimbursable meal may be
considered as contributing towards
meeting the nutrition standards
provided in § 210.10, except for those
foods that are considered as foods of
minimal nutritional value as provided
for in § 210.11(a)(2) which are not
offered as part of a menu item in a

reimbursable meal. For the purposes of
a reimbursable lunch, a minimum of
three menu items must be offered, one
of which must be an entree (a
combination of foods or a single food
item that is offered as the main course)
and one of which must be fluid milk.
Under offer versus serve, a student shall
select, at a minimum, an entree and one
other menu item. If more than three
menu items are offered, the student may
decline up to two menu items; however,
the entree cannot be declined.
* * * * *

Nutrient Standard Menu Planning/
Assisted Nutrient Standard Menu
Planning mean ways to develop menus
based on the analysis for nutrients in
the menu items and foods offered over
a school week to determine if specific
levels for a set of key nutrients and
calories were met. Such analysis is
based on averages weighted in
accordance with the criteria in
§ 210.10(i)(5). Such analysis is normally
done by a school or a school food
authority. However, for the purposes of
Assisted Nutrient Standard Menu
Planning, menu planning and analysis
are completed by other entities and
shall incorporate the production
quantities needed to accommodate the
specific service requirements of a
particular school or school food
authority.
* * * * *

School week means the period of time
used to determine compliance with the
nutrition standards and the appropriate
calorie and nutrient levels in § 210.10.
Further, if applicable, school week is
the basis for conducting Nutrient
Standard Menu Planning or Assisted
Nutrient Standard Menu Planning for
lunches as provided in § 210.10(i) and
§ 210.10(j). The period shall be a normal
school week of five consecutive days;
however, to accommodate shortened
weeks resulting from holidays and other
scheduling needs, the period shall be a
minimum of three consecutive days and
a maximum of seven consecutive days.
Weeks in which school lunches are
offered less than three times shall be
combined with either the previous or
the coming week.
* * * * *

§ 210.4 [Amended]

3. In § 210.4, paragraph (b)(3)
introductory text is amended by
removing the words ‘‘§ 210.10(j)(1) of
this part’’ and adding in their place the
words ‘‘§ 210.10(n)(1) or § 210.10a(j)(1),
whichever is applicable’’.

§ 210.7 [Amended]

4. In § 210.7:

a. paragraph (c)(1)(v) is amended by
removing the reference to ‘‘§ 210.10(b)
of this part’’ and adding in its place the
words ‘‘§ 210.10(a)(2) or § 210.10a(b),
whichever is applicable,’’; and

b. paragraph (d) is amended by
removing the reference to ‘‘§ 210.10(j)(1)
of this part’’ and adding in its place the
words ‘‘§ 210.10(n)(1) or § 210.10a(j)(1),
whichever is applicable’’.

5. In § 210.8:
a. the third sentence of paragraph

(a)(2) is removed and new paragraphs
(a)(2)(i) and (a)(2)(ii) are added at the
end;

b. Paragraph (a)(3) is revised;
c. the first sentence of paragraph (a)(4)

is revised;
d. the first sentence of paragraph

(b)(2)(i) is amended by removing the
reference to ‘‘paragraph (a)(2)’’ and
adding in its place a reference to
‘‘paragraph (a)(3)’’ and by adding at the
end of the sentence the words ‘‘or the
internal controls used by schools in
accordance with paragraph (a)(2)(i) of
this section.’’ The revisions and
additions read as follows:

§ 210.8 Claims for reimbursement.
(a) Internal controls. * * *
(2) School food authority claims

review process. * * *
(i) Any school food authority that was

found by its most recent administrative
review conducted in accordance with
§ 210.18, to have no meal counting and
claiming violations may:

(A) Develop internal control
procedures that ensure accurate meal
counts. The school food authority shall
submit any internal controls developed
in accordance with this paragraph to the
State agency for approval and, in the
absence of specific disapproval from the
State agency, shall implement such
internal controls. The State agency shall
establish procedures to promptly notify
school food authorities of any
modifications needed to their proposed
internal controls or of denial of
unacceptable submissions. If the State
agency disapproves the proposed
internal controls of any school food
authority, it reserves the right to require
the school food authority to comply
with the provisions of paragraph (a)(3)
of this section; or

(B) Comply with the requirements of
paragraph (a)(3) of this section.

(ii) Any school food authority that
was identified in the most recent
administrative review conducted in
accordance with § 210.18, or in any
other oversight activity, as having meal
counting and claiming violations shall
comply with the requirements in
paragraph (a)(3) of this section.

(3) Edit checks. (i) The following
procedure shall be followed for school


