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Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification

The Secretary certifies that these
proposed regulations would not have a
significant economic impact on a
substantial number of small entities.

The small entities that would be
affected by these proposed regulations
are small local educational agencies
(LEAs) and private schools receiving
Federal funds under this program.
However, the regulations would not
have a significant economic impact on
the small LEAs and private schools
affected because the regulations would
not impose excessive regulatory burdens
or require unnecessary Federal
supervision. The regulations would
impose minimal requirements to ensure
the proper expenditure of program
funds.

Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980

Section 700.30 contains information
collection requirements. As required by
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980,
the Department of Education will
submit a copy of this section to the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) for its review. (44 U.S.C. 3504(h))

These regulations affect the following
types of entities eligible to apply for
grants and cooperative agreements: State
or local governments, businesses or
other for profit organizations, nonprofit
institutions, and any combinations of
these types of entities. The Department
needs and uses the information to
evaluate applications for funding.

Annual public reporting and
recordkeeping burden for this collection
of information is estimated to range
from 15 hours for each of the
approximately 750 applications
expected for a field initiated study
competition to 150 hours for ten or
fewer applications expected for a
national research center. Therefore, the
actual burden will be determined by the
type of project to be supported in the
particular competition.

Organizations and individuals
desiring to submit comments on the
information collection requirements
should direct them to the Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
OMB, Room 3002, New Executive Office
Building, Washington, D.C. 20503;
Attention: Daniel J. Chenok.

Intergovernmental Review

This program is subject to the
requirements of Executive Order 12372
and the regulations in 34 CFR Part 79.
The objective of the Executive order is
to foster an intergovernmental
partnership and a strengthened
federalism by relying on processes
developed by State and local

governments for coordination and
review of proposed Federal financial
assistance.

In accordance with the order, this
document is intended to provide early
notification of the Department’s specific
plans and actions for this program.

Invitation to Comment
Interested persons are invited to

submit comments and recommendations
regarding these proposed regulations.

All comments submitted in response
to these proposed regulations will be
available for public inspection, during
and after the comment period, in Room
600, 555 New Jersey Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, D.C., between the hours of
8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday of each week except
Federal holidays.

List of Subjects in 34 CFR Part 700
Education, Educational research,

Elementary and secondary education,
Government contracts, Grant
programs—education, Libraries,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements.
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Number does not apply.)

Dated: May 31, 1995.
Sharon P. Robinson,
Assistant Secretary for Educational Research
and Improvement.

The Secretary proposes to amend
chapter VII of Title 34 of the Code of
Federal Regulations by adding a new
Part 700 to read as follows:

PART 700—STANDARDS FOR THE
CONDUCT AND EVALUATION OF
ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT BY THE
OFFICE OF EDUCATIONAL
RESEARCH AND IMPROVEMENT
(OERI)—EVALUATION OF
APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS AND
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS AND
PROPOSALS FOR CONTRACTS

Subpart A—General
Sec.
700.1 What is the purpose of these

standards?
700.2 What activities must be governed by

these standards?
700.3 What additional activities may be

governed by these standards?
700.4 What definitions apply?
700.5 What are the processes of open

competition?

Subpart B—Selection of Peer Reviewers

700.10 When is the peer review process
used?

700.11 Who may serve as peer reviewers?
700.12 What constitutes a conflict of

interest for grants and cooperative
agreements?

700.13 What constitutes a conflict of
interest for contracts?

Subpart C—The Peer Review Process

700.20 How many peer reviewers will be
used?

700.21 How are applications for grants and
cooperative agreements evaluated?

700.22 How are proposals for contracts
evaluated?

Subpart D—Evaluation Criteria

700.30 What evaluation criteria are used for
grants and cooperative agreements?

700.31 What additional evaluation criteria
shall be used for grants and cooperative
agreements?

700.32 What evaluation criteria shall be
used for contracts?

Subpart E—Selection for Award

700.40 How are grant and cooperative
agreement applications selected for
award?

700.41 How are contract proposals selected
for award?

Authority: 20 U.S.C. 6011(i), unless
otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

700.1 What is the purpose of these
standards?

(a) The standards in this part
implement section 912(i) of the
Educational Research, Development,
Dissemination, and Improvement Act of
1994.

(b) These standards are intended to
ensure that activities carried out by the
Office of Educational Research and
Improvement meet the highest
standards of professional excellence.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 6011(i)(1))

§ 700.2 What activities must be governed
by these standards?

(a) The standards in this part are
binding on all activities carried out by
the Office using funds appropriated
under section 912(m) of the Educational
Research, Development, Dissemination,
and Improvement Act of 1994.

(b) Activities carried out with funds
appropriated under section 912(m) of
the Act include activities carried out by
the following entities or programs:

(1) The National Research Institutes.
(2) The Office of Reform Assistance

and Dissemination.
(3) The Educational Resources

Information Center Clearinghouses.
(4) The Regional Educational

Laboratories.
(5) The Teacher Research

Dissemination Demonstration Program.
(6) The Goals 2000 Community

Partnerships Program.
(7) The National Educational Research

Policy and Priorities Board.
(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 6011(i)(1))


