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and the season is closed by the
Commission;

(2) Commencing the day following the
closure of the season in paragraph
(d)(2)(vi)(A)(1) of this section, and
continuing every day through August 2,
in the area inside the 30–fathom (55 m)
curve nearest to the coastline as plotted
on National Ocean Service charts
numbered 18520, 18580, and 18600, or
until a total of 1,442 lb (0.65 mt) or the
area subquota is estimated to have been
taken (except that any poundage
remaining unharvested after the earlier
season will be added to this season) and
the area is closed by the Commission,
whichever is earlier.

(3) Commencing August 3 and
continuing 3 days a week (Thursday
through Saturday) through September
30, or until the combined subquotas for
the areas described in paragraphs
(d)(2)(v) and (vi) of this section totaling
98,262 lb (44.57 mt) are estimated to
have been taken and the area is closed
by the Commission, whichever is
earlier.

(B) The daily bag limit is two halibut,
one with a minimum overall size limit
of 32 in (81.3 cm) and the second with
a minimum overall size limit of 50 in
(127.0 cm).

(vii) In the area off the California
coast, there is no subquota. This area is
managed on a season that is projected to
result in a catch of less than 2,678 lb
(1.21 mt).

(A) The fishing season will commence
on May 1 and continue every day
through September 30.

(B) The daily bag limit is one halibut
with a minimum overall size limit of 32
in (81.3 cm).
* * * * *

(n) The possession limit for halibut on
land in Area 2A north of Cape Falcon,
OR is two daily bag limits.

(o) The possession limit for halibut on
land in Area 2A south of Cape Falcon,
OR is one daily bag limit.

(p) A vessel licensed to fish for
halibut in the Area 2A sport fishery
shall not be used to fish for halibut in
the Area 2A commercial fishery in the
same calendar year.

(q) A vessel licensed to fish for
halibut in the Area 2A commercial
fishery shall not be used to fish for
halibut in the Area 2A sport fishery
during the same calendar year.

8. Sections 301.22 and 301.23 are
redesignated 301.24 and 301.25
respectively, and new §§ 301.22 and
301.23 are added to read as follows:

§ 301.22 Fishery election in Area 2A.
(a) A vessel that fishes in Area 2A

may participate in only one of the
following three fisheries in Area 2A:

(1) The recreational fishery under
§ 301.21;

(2) The commercial directed fishery
for halibut during the fishing period(s)
established in § 301.7(b); or

(3) The incidental catch fishery
during the salmon troll fishery as
authorized in § 301.7(j).

(b) No person shall fish for halibut in
the recreational fishery in Area 2A
under § 301.21 from a vessel that has
been used during the same calendar
year for commercial fishing in Area 2A
or that has been issued a permit for the
same calendar year for the commercial
fishery in Area 2A.

(c) No person shall fish for halibut in
the directed halibut fishery in Area 2A
during the fishing periods established in
§ 301.7(b) from a vessel that has been
used during the same calendar year for
the incidental catch fishery during the
salmon troll fishery as authorized in
§ 301.7(j).

(d) No person shall fish for halibut in
the directed commercial halibut fishery
in Area 2A from a vessel that, during the
same calendar year, has been used in
the recreational halibut fishery in Area
2A or that is licensed for the
recreational halibut fishery in Area 2A.

(e) No person shall retain halibut in
the salmon troll fishery in Area 2A as
authorized under § 301.7(j) taken on a
vessel that, during the same calendar
year, has been used in the recreational
halibut fishery in Area 2A or that is
licensed for the recreational halibut
fishery in Area 2A.

(f) No person shall retain halibut in
the salmon troll fishery in Area 2A as
authorized under § 301.7(j) taken on a
vessel that, during the same calendar
year, has been used in the directed
commercial fishery during the fishing
periods established in § 301.7(b) for
Area 2A or that is licensed to participate
in the directed commercial fishery
during the fishing periods established in
§ 301.7(b) in Area 2A.

§ 301.23 Catch sharing plan for Area 2A
(a) This Plan constitutes a framework

that shall be applied to the annual Area
2A total allowable catch (TAC)
approved by the Commission each
January. The framework shall be
implemented in both Commission
regulations and domestic regulations
(implemented by NMFS) as published
in the Federal Register as rulemaking in
§§ 301.1 through 301.22 of this part.

(b) This Plan allocates 35 percent of
the Area 2A TAC to Washington treaty
Indian tribes in subarea 2A–1, and 65
percent to non-Indian fisheries in Area
2A. The allocation to non-Indian
fisheries is divided into three shares,
with the Washington sport fishery

(north of the Columbia River) receiving
36.6 percent, the Oregon/California
sport fishery receiving 31.7 percent, and
the commercial fishery receiving 31.7
percent. The sport fishery in the
Columbia River area (Leadbetter Point to
Cape Falcon) will receive 2 percent of
the Washington sport allocation plus

2 percent of the Oregon/California
sport allocation. The California sport
fishery is allocated 2.6 percent of the
Oregon/California sport allocation.
These allocations may be changed if
new information becomes available that
indicates a change is necessary and/or
the Pacific Fishery Management Council
takes action to reconsider its allocation
recommendations. Such changes will be
made after appropriate rulemaking is
completed and published in the Federal
Register.

(c) The allocations in this Plan are
distributed as subquotas to ensure that
any overage or underage by any one
group will not affect achievement of an
allocation set aside for another group.
The specific allocative measures in the
treaty Indian, non-Indian commercial,
and non-Indian sport fisheries in Area
2A are described in paragraphs (d)
through (f) of this section.

(d) Thirty-five percent of the Area 2A
TAC is allocated to 12 treaty Indian
tribes in subarea 2A–1, which includes
that portion of Area 2A north of Point
Chehalis, WA (46°53′18′′ N. lat.) and
east of 125°44′00′′ W. long. The treaty
Indian allocation is to provide for a
tribal commercial fishery and a
ceremonial and subsistence fishery.
These two fisheries are managed
separately; any overages in the
commercial fishery do not affect the
ceremonial and subsistence fishery. The
commercial fishery is managed to
achieve an established subquota, while
the ceremonial and subsistence fishery
is managed for a year-round season. The
tribes will estimate the ceremonial and
subsistence harvest expectations in
January of each year, and the remainder
of the allocation will be for the tribal
commercial fishery.

(1) The tribal ceremonial and
subsistence fishery begins on January 1
and continues through December 31. No
size or bag limits will apply to the
ceremonial and subsistence fishery,
except that when the tribal commercial
fishery is closed, treaty Indians may
take and retain not more than two
halibut per day per person. Halibut
taken for ceremonial and subsistence
purposes may not be offered for sale or
sold.

(2) The tribal commercial fishery
begins on March 1 and continues
through October 31 or until the tribal
commercial subquota is taken,


