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Environmental Services Division
Department of Agriculture
1688 N. 7th Street
Phoenix, AZ 85006
Phone: 602/407-2910
FAX: 602/407-2909

Navajo Nation

Mr. Jefferson Biakkedy
Pesticide Regulatory Program
Navajo Environmental Protection
Administration
Navajo Nation
P.O. Box 308
Fort Defiance, AZ 86504
Phone: 602/729-4155
FAX: 602/729-5246

Intertribal Council of Arizona

Ms. Elaine Wilson
Inter Tribal Council of Arizona
4205 North 7th Avenue, Suite ι200
Phoenix, AZ 85013
Phone: 602/248-0071
FAX: 602/248-0080

California

Ms. Virginia Rosales
Pesticides Enforcement Branch
Department of Pesticide Regulation
CA Environmental Protection Agency
1220 N Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: 916/445-3874
FAX:

Hawaii

Mr. Gerald Kinro
Pesticides Branch
Division of Plant Industry
HI Department of Agriculture
P.O. Box 22159
Honolulu, HI 96822-0159
Phone: 808/973-9401
FAX: 808/973-9418

Nevada

Mr. Chuck Moses
Division of Plant Industry
NV Department of Agriculture
P.O. Box 11100
Reno, NV 89510-1100
Phone: 702/688-1180
FAX: 702/688-1178

REGION X

Alaska

Mr. Karl Kalb
Dept. of Environmental Conservation
500 South Alaska, Suite A
Palmer, AK 99645
Phone: 907/745-3236
FAX: 907/745-8125

Idaho

Mr. John Helsol

Shoshone-Bannock Tribes
P.O. Box 306
Fort Hall, ID 83203
Phone: 208/238-3860
FAX: 208/237-9736

Mr. Robert Hays
ID Dept. of Agriculture
P.O. Box 790
Boise, ID 83701
Phone: 208/334-3550
FAX: 208/334-228

Oregon

Mr. Chris Kirby
OR Department of Agriculture
635 Capitol Street, N.E.
Salem, OR 97310-0110
Phone: 503/378-3776
FAX: 503/378-5529

Ms. Marylin Schuster
Oregon OSHA
21 Labor & Industries Bldg.
Salem, OR 97310
Phone: 503/378-3272
FAX: 503/378-5729

Washington

Mr. Don Locke
WA Department of Labor & Industries
P.O. Box 44610
Olympia, WA 98504-4610
Phone: 206/956-5426
FAX: 206-956-5438

Ms. Ann Wick
WA State Dept. of Agriculture
Pesticide Management Division
P.O. Box 42589
Olympia, WA 98504-2589
Phone: 206/902-2050
FAX: 206/902-2093

A. Worker Protection Standard

The revisions to the Worker
Protection Standard (WPS) promulgated
at 57 FR 38102, August 21, 1992, were
intended to reduce the risk of pesticide
poisonings and injuries among
agricultural workers, including
pesticide handlers. The WPS includes
three types of provisions to:

(1) Eliminate or reduce exposure to
pesticides.

(2) Mitigate exposures that occur.
(3) Inform employees about the

hazards of pesticides.
Exposure reduction provisions include
application restrictions, use of personal
protective equipment (PPE), and entry
restrictions.

B. Restricted Entry Intervals (REI)

Agricultural workers, in general, are
prohibited from entering a pesticide-
treated area during the restricted entry
interval (REI) specified on the product
labeling if they might contact anything
treated with a pesticide.

Regulations at 40 CFR part 156,
subpart K specify that WPS labeling
retains all of the pesticide-specific

permanent REIs set by EPA on the basis
of adequate data, and retains all
established interim REIs longer than
those established in part 156. The WPS
preamble notes: ‘‘These longer REIs
have been based, in general, on either
delayed [chronic] effects or other
exposure hazards such as persistence,
post-application chemical
transformations, or potential for severe
skin sensitization.’’ In the absence of
pesticide-specific REIs, the WPS
establishes a range of REIs, from 12 to
72 hours, depending upon the toxicity
of the active ingredient(s) and other
factors.

During an REI, tasks that result in
contact with treated surfaces (including
soil, water, air, and plant surfaces in the
treated area) are limited to the
following:

(1) Short-term tasks (1 hour per day)
that do not require hand labor.

(2) Tasks, including hand labor tasks,
performed in a situation meeting the
definition of an agricultural emergency.

(3) Tasks that may be permitted by
EPA through case-by-case exceptions.
Exceptions may be granted pursuant to
40 CFR 170.112(e)(2), if affected persons
or organizations persuade EPA that the
benefits of the exception outweigh the
risks associated with the exception and
the workers can perform the early entry
tasks without unreasonable adverse risk.

C. Current WPS Irrigation Provisions
During REI

Irrigation activities expressly are
excluded from the definition of ‘‘Hand
labor’’ at 40 CFR 170.3: ‘‘Hand labor
does not include operating, moving, or
repairing irrigation or watering
equipment....’’ EPA realizes that
moving, adjusting, or repairing
irrigation equipment may result in
contact with treated surfaces, yet these
tasks may be necessary while an area
remains under a REI. The Agency thus
has allowed entry during an REI to
perform irrigation-related tasks, but has
placed strict limitations on that entry.

These limitations, set out at 40 CFR
170.112(c), include:

(1) There is no entry for the first 4
hours after application and thereafter
until any exposure level listed on the
labeling has been reached or any
ventilation criteria established at 40
CFR 170.110(c)(3) or in the labeling has
been met.

(2) No hand labor tasks are performed.
(3) The time for any worker in treated

areas under an REI does not exceed 1
hour in any 24–hour period.

(4) The required PPE is provided,
cleaned, and maintained for the worker.


