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USDA—AMS

Proposed Rule Stage

and a nationwide 2.09 percent salary
increase in FY 1996.

Timetable:

Action Date FR Cite
NPRM 10/00/95

Final Action 12/00/95

Small Entities Affected: None
Government Levels Affected: None

Agency Contact: Larry R. Meadows,
Chief, Meat Grading and Certification
Branch, Department of Agriculture,
Agricultural Marketing Service, USDA,
AMS, LS, MGC, P.O. Box 96456, Room
2093-So., Washington, DC 20090-6456,
202 720-1113

RIN: 0581-AB34

6. SALMONELLA RECOGNIZED
LABORATORY PROGRAM

Priority: Other Significant

Legal Authority: 7 USC 1621 et seq
CFR Citation: 7 CFR 93

Legal Deadline: None

Abstract: The egg products inspection
program is administered by the USDA
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS)
in accordance with 7 USC 59,
Regulations Governing the Inspection of
Egg Products. The regulations provide
for microbiological surveillance testing
of pasteurized egg products for
Salmonella spp. The regulations also
state that the analyses must be
conducted with approved USDA
detection methodologies and
procedures. A recent audit of the
inspection program by the Department’s
Office of the Inspector General
identified a need to strengthen Federal

oversight of surveillance samples. To
resolve this issue, a domestic
Laboratory Recognition Program will be
implemented for more than 50
commercial laboratories from which
AMS accepts Salmonella test results.
The program will require
documentation as to ability and
proficiency to perform these tests on
egg products.

Timetable: Next Action Undetermined
Small Entities Affected: None
Government Levels Affected: None

Agency Contact: Isaac G. Sterling,
Microbiologist, Department of
Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing
Service, Technical Services Branch,
P.O. Box 96456, Room 3517-S,
Washington, DC 20090-6456, 202 720-
5878

RIN: 0581-AB38

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE (USDA)
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS)

Final Rule Stage

7. REVISION OF REGULATIONS
GOVERNING THE INSPECTION AND
GRADING SERVICES OF
MANUFACTURED OR PROCESSED
DAIRY PRODUCTS

Priority: Routine and Frequent

Legal Authority: 7 USC 1621 to 1627
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946

CFR Citation: 7 CFR 58
Legal Deadline: None

Abstract: The regulations have not
been updated since December 1, 1976.
The revisions of regulations are needed
to reflect more desirable ways of
carrying out the dairy inspection and
grading program. The changes are not
expected to have any major impact on
program participation, however, in that
most participants are operating in a
manner that is consistent with the
proposed changes.

Timetable:

Action Date FR Cite

NPRM 08/10/92 57 FR 35492

NPRM Comment 10/09/92 57 FR 35492
Period End

Next Action Undetermined
Small Entities Affected: Businesses
Government Levels Affected: Federal

Agency Contact: Tracy Schonrock,
Chief, Inspection and Grading Branch,

Dairy Division, Department of
Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing
Service, Room 2968 South Building,
Washington, DC 20250, 202 690-0530

RIN: 0581-AA45

8. RELATING TO INSPECTION AND
GRADING OF BURLEY TOBACCO

Priority: Routine and Frequent
Legal Authority: 7 USC 511 et seq
CFR Citation: 7 CFR 29.3053
Legal Deadline: None

Abstract: This revision would require
that the average bale weight in each

lot of burley tobacco not exceed 100
pounds. The industry has requested the
Agricultural Marketing Service be given
this authority in order to improve the
integrity and uniformity of lots
resulting in more orderly marketing and
enhancing desirability of American
burley.

Timetable:
Action Date FR Cite
NPRM 11/29/94 59 FR 60919
NPRM Comment 12/29/94

Period End
Final Action 04/00/95

Final Action Effective 09/00/95
Small Entities Affected: Undetermined

Government Levels Affected:
Undetermined

Agency Contact: John P. Duncan Ill,
Director, Tobacco Division, Department
of Agriculture, Agricultural Marketing
Service, Room 502 Annex Building,
P.O. Box 96456, Washington, DC
20090-6456, 202 205-0567

RIN: 0581-AB01

9. USER FEES FOR COTTON
CLASSIFICATION SERVICES TO
GROWERS 1995 CROP

Priority: Substantive, Nonsignificant

Legal Authority: 7 USC 473(a); 7 USC
473(d); 7 USC 55

CFR Citation: 7 CFR 28

Legal Deadline: NPRM, Statutory,
March 1, 1995. Final, Statutory, June

1, 1995.

Requires the Secretary to announce fees
by June 1 each year as harvesting
begins in July and a uniform fee is
mandated for the entire crop.

Abstract: Annual revisions of the
grower’s fee for cotton classification for
each crop year are mandated by
formula in the Cotton Statistics and
Estimates Act, as amended by Public
Law 102-237. The revision provides for
recovery of the cost of providing the
service and allows for the variations in



