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leave began (including family or
dependent coverages). For example, if
an employee was covered by a life
insurance policy before taking leave but
is not covered or coverage lapses during
the period of unpaid FMLA leave, the
employee cannot be required to meet
any qualifications, such as taking a
physical examination, in order to
requalify for life insurance upon return
from leave. Accordingly, some
employers may find it necessary to
modify life insurance and other benefits
programs in order to restore employees
to equivalent benefits upon return from
FMLA leave, make arrangements for
continued payment of costs to maintain
such benefits during unpaid FMLA
leave, or pay these costs subject to
recovery from the employee on return
from leave. See § 825.213(b).

(2) An employee may, but is not
entitled to, accrue any additional
benefits or seniority during unpaid
FMLA leave. Benefits accrued at the
time leave began, however, (e.g., paid
vacation, sick or personal leave to the
extent not substituted for FMLA leave)
must be available to an employee upon
return from leave.

(3) If, while on unpaid FMLA leave,
an employee desires to continue life
insurance, disability insurance, or other
types of benefits for which he or she
typically pays, the employer is required
to follow established policies or
practices for continuing such benefits
for other instances of leave without pay.
If the employer has no established
policy, the employee and the employer
are encouraged to agree upon
arrangements before FMLA leave begins.

(4) With respect to pension and other
retirement plans, any period of unpaid
FMLA leave shall not be treated as or
counted toward a break in service for
purposes of vesting and eligibility to
participate. Also, if the plan requires an
employee to be employed on a specific
date in order to be credited with a year
of service for vesting, contributions or
participation purposes, an employee on
unpaid FMLA leave on that date shall
be deemed to have been employed on
that date. However, unpaid FMLA leave
periods need not be treated as credited
service for purposes of benefit accrual,
vesting and eligibility to participate.

(5) Employees on unpaid FMLA leave
are to be treated as if they continued to
work for purposes of changes to benefit
plans. They are entitled to changes in
benefits plans, except those which may
be dependent upon seniority or accrual
during the leave period, immediately
upon return from leave or to the same
extent they would have qualified if no
leave had been taken. For example if the
benefit plan is predicated on a pre-

established number of hours worked
each year and the employee does not
have sufficient hours as a result of
taking unpaid FMLA leave, the benefit
is lost. (In this regard, § 825.209
addresses health benefits.)

(e) Equivalent Terms and Conditions
of Employment. An equivalent position
must have substantially similar duties,
conditions, responsibilities, privileges
and status as the employee’s original
position.

(1) The employee must be reinstated
to the same or a geographically
proximate worksite (i.e., one that does
not involve a significant increase in
commuting time or distance) from
where the employee had previously
been employed. If the employee’s
original worksite has been closed, the
employee is entitled to the same rights
as if the employee had not been on leave
when the worksite closed. For example,
if an employer transfers all employees
from a closed worksite to a new
worksite in a different city, the
employee on leave is also entitled to
transfer under the same conditions as if
he or she had continued to be
employed.

(2) The employee is ordinarily
entitled to return to the same shift or the
same or an equivalent work schedule.

(3) The employee must have the same
or an equivalent opportunity for
bonuses, profit-sharing, and other
similar discretionary and non-
discretionary payments.

(4) FMLA does not prohibit an
employer from accommodating an
employee’s request to be restored to a
different shift, schedule, or position
which better suits the employee’s
personal needs on return from leave, or
to offer a promotion to a better position.
However, an employee cannot be
induced by the employer to accept a
different position against the employee’s
wishes.

(f) The requirement that an employee
be restored to the same or equivalent job
with the same or equivalent pay,
benefits, and terms and conditions of
employment does not extend to de
minimis or intangible, unmeasurable
aspects of the job. However, restoration
to a job slated for lay-off when the
employee’s original position is not
would not meet the requirements of an
equivalent position.

§ 825.216 Are there any limitations on an
employer’s obligation to reinstate an
employee?

(a) An employee has no greater right
to reinstatement or to other benefits and
conditions of employment than if the
employee had been continuously
employed during the FMLA leave

period. An employer must be able to
show that an employee would not
otherwise have been employed at the
time reinstatement is requested in order
to deny restoration to employment. For
example:

(1) If an employee is laid off during
the course of taking FMLA leave and
employment is terminated, the
employer’s responsibility to continue
FMLA leave, maintain group health
plan benefits and restore the employee
cease at the time the employee is laid
off, provided the employer has no
continuing obligations under a
collective bargaining agreement or
otherwise. An employer would have the
burden of proving that an employee
would have been laid off during the
FMLA leave period and, therefore,
would not be entitled to restoration.

(2) If a shift has been eliminated, or
overtime has been decreased, an
employee would not be entitled to
return to work that shift or the original
overtime hours upon restoration.
However, if a position on, for example,
a night shift has been filled by another
employee, the employee is entitled to
return to the same shift on which
employed before taking FMLA leave.

(b) If an employee was hired for a
specific term or only to perform work on
a discrete project, the employer has no
obligation to restore the employee if the
employment term or project is over and
the employer would not otherwise have
continued to employ the employee. On
the other hand, if an employee was
hired to perform work on a contract, and
after that contract period the contract
was awarded to another contractor, the
successor contractor may be required to
restore the employee if it is a successor
employer. See § 825.107.

(c) In addition to the circumstances
explained above, an employer may deny
job restoration to salaried eligible
employees (‘‘key employees,’’ as defined
in paragraph (c) of § 825.217) if such
denial is necessary to prevent
substantial and grievous economic
injury to the operations of the employer;
or may delay restoration to an employee
who fails to provide a fitness for duty
certificate to return to work under the
conditions described in § 825.310.

(d) If the employee has been on a
workers’ compensation absence during
which FMLA leave has been taken
concurrently, and after 12 weeks of
FMLA leave the employee is unable to
return to work, the employee no longer
has the protections of FMLA and must
look to the workers’ compensation
statute or ADA for any relief or
protections.


