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of SMR frequencies in these border
areas. For stations located within 113
km (70 miles) of Chicago, channels 401–
600 will be assigned in groups as
outlined in Table 4C.
* * * * *

4. Section 90.631 is amended by
revising paragraphs (f) and (i) to read as
follows:

§ 90.631 Trunked systems loading,
construction and authorization
requirements.

* * * * *
(f) If a station is not placed in

permanent operation, in accordance
with the technical parameters of the
station authorization, within one year,
except as provided in § 90.629, its
license cancels automatically and must
be returned to the Commission. For
purposes of this section, a base station
is not considered to be placed in
operation unless at least two associated
mobile stations, or one control station
and one mobile station, are also placed
in operation. An SMR licensee with
facilities that have discontinued
operations for 90 continuous days is
presumed to have permanently
discontinued operations, unless the
licensee notifies the FCC otherwise
prior to the end of the 90 day period and
provides a date on which operation will
resume, which date must not be in
excess of 30 additional days.
* * * * *

(i) For SMRS category trunked
systems licensed in the 896–901/935–
940 MHz band (other than MTA-
licensed systems), if at the end of the
initial five-year license term the licensee
of such a trunked system has not
satisfied the loading requirements of
paragraph (b) of this section, the
licensee requesting renewal of its
license will be granted a renewal for
only a two-year period. Regardless of
the date of grant of the two-year
renewal, the licensee will be required to
comply fully with the minimum
requirements set forth in paragraph (b)
of this section at the end of the two-year
renewal term. As an exception to this
requirement, if the licensee obtains the
MTA license covering its assigned
spectrum in accordance with Sections
90.661 through 90.671, these loading
requirements will no longer be
applicable and the coverage
requirements of Section 90.665 will
govern.

5. Subpart S is amended by adding a
new heading following § 90.659 to read
as follows:

Policies Governing the Licensing and
Use of MTA-Based SMR Systems in the
896–901/935–940 MHZ Band

6. A new § 90.661 is added to Subpart
S to read as follows:

§ 90.661 MTA-based SMR service areas.
MTA licenses for SMR spectrum

blocks in the 896–901/935–940 MHz
band listed in Table 4B of Section
90.617(d) are available in 51 Major
Trading Areas (MTAs) as defined in
Section 90.7. Within these MTAs,
licenses will be authorized in ten
channel blocks as specified in Table 4B
of Section 90.617(d) through the
competitive bidding procedures
described in Subpart U of this Part.

7. A new § 90.663 is added to Subpart
S to read as follows:

§ 90.663 MTA-based SMR system
operations.

(a) MTA-based licensees authorized in
the 896–901/935–940 MHz band
pursuant to Section 90.661 may
construct and operate base stations
using any frequency identified in their
spectrum block anywhere within their
authorized MTA, provided that:

(1) The MTA licensee affords
protection, in accordance with Section
90.621(b), to all sites for which
applications were filed on or prior to
August 9, 1994.

(2) The MTA licensee complies with
any rules and international agreements
that restrict use of frequencies identified
in their spectrum block, including the
provisions of Section 90.619 relating to
U.S./Canadian and U.S./Mexican border
areas.

(3) The MTA licensee limits its field
strength at any location on the border of
the MTA service area in accordance
with Section 90.671 and masks its
emissions in accordance with Section
90.669.

(b) In the event that the authorization
for a previously authorized co-channel
station within the MTA licensee’s
authorized spectrum block is terminated
or revoked, the MTA licensee’s co-
channel obligations to such station will
cease upon deletion of the facility from
the Commission’s licensing record. The
MTA licensee then will be able to
construct and operate base stations
using such frequency.

8. A new § 90.665 is added to Subpart
S to read as follows:

§ 90.665 Authorization, construction and
implementation of MTA licenses.

(a) MTA licenses in the 896–901/935–
940 MHz band will be issued for a term
not to exceed ten years.

(b) MTA licensees in the 896–901/
935–940 MHz band will be permitted

five years to construct their stations.
This five-year period will commence
with the issuance of the MTA-wide
authorization and will apply to all of the
licensee’s stations within the MTA
spectrum block, including any stations
that may have been subject to an earlier
construction deadline arising from a
pre-existing authorization.

(c) MTA licensees in the 896–901/
935–940 MHz band must, within three
years, construct and place into
operation a sufficient number of base
stations to provide coverage to at least
one-third of the population of the MTA.
Further, each MTA licensee must
provide coverage to at least two-thirds
of the population of the MTA within
five years or, alternatively, submit a
showing to the Commission
demonstrating that they are providing
substantial service.

(d) MTA licensees who fail to meet
the coverage requirements imposed at
either the third or fifth years of their
construction period, or to make a
convincing showing of substantial
service, will forfeit their entire MTA
license.

9. A new § 90.667 is added to Subpart
S to read as follows:

§ 90.667 Grandfathering provisions for
incumbent licensees.

(a) These provisions apply to all 900
MHz SMR licensees who obtained
licenses or filed applications on or
before August 9, 1994 (‘‘incumbent
licensees’’). An incumbent licensee’s
service area shall be defined by its
originally-licensed 40 dBu signal
strength contour. Incumbent licensees
are permitted to add new transmit sites
in this existing service area without
prior notification to the Commission so
long as their original 40 dBu signal
strength contour is not expanded.
Incumbents will be required to notify
the Commission of any changes in
technical parameters or additional
stations constructed with a minor
modification application. These minor
modification applications will not be
subject to public notice and petition to
deny requirements or mutually
exclusive applications.

(b) Applications in the 900 MHz SMR
service for secondary sites filed after
August 9, 1994 shall be authorized on
a secondary, non-interference basis to
MTA licensee operations. No secondary
sites shall be granted on this basis in an
MTA once the MTA licensee has been
selected.

10. A new § 90.669 is added to
Subpart S to read as follows:


