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Standards of Performance by
Recipients

NIJ expects individuals and
institutions receiving its support to
work diligently and professionally
toward completing a high-quality
research or study product. Besides this
general expectation, the Institute
imposes specific requirements to ensure
that proper financial and administrative
controls are applied to the project.
Financial and general reporting
requirements are detailed in Financial
and Administrative Guide for Grants, a
publication of the Office of Justice
Programs. This guideline manual is sent
to recipient institutions with the award
documents. Project directors and
recipient financial administrators
should pay particular attention to the
regulations in this document.

Program Monitoring
Award recipients and Principal

Investigators assume certain
responsibilities as part of their
participation in government-sponsored
research and evaluation. NIJ’s
monitoring activities are intended to
help grantees meet these
responsibilities. They are based on good
communication and open dialogue, with
collegiality and mutual respect. Some of
the elements of this dialogue are:

Communication with NIJ in the early
stages of the grant, as the elements of
the proposal’s design and methodology
are developed and operationalized.

Timely communication with NIJ
regarding any developments that might
affect the project’s compliance with the
schedules, milestones, and products set
forth in the proposal. (See statement on
Timeliness, below.)

Communication with other NIJ
grantees conducting related research
projects. An annual ‘‘cluster
conference’’ should be anticipated and
should be budgeted for by applicants at
a cost of $1,000 for each year of the
grant.

Providing NIJ on request with brief
descriptions of the project in interim
stages at such time as the Institute may
need this information to meet its
reporting requirements to the Congress.
NIJ will give as much advance
notification of these requests as
possible, but will expect a timely
response from grantees when requests
are made. NIJ is prepared to receive
such communication through electronic
media.

Providing NIJ with copies of
presentations made at conferences,
meetings, and elsewhere based in whole
or in part on the work of the project.

Providing NIJ with prepublication
copies of articles based on the project

appearing in professional journals or the
media, either during the life of the grant
or after.

Other reporting requirements
(Progress Reports, Final Reports, and
other grant products) are spelled out
elsewhere in this section of the Research
Plan. Financial reporting requirements
will be described in the grant award
documents received by successful
applicants.

Communications

NIJ Program Managers should be kept
informed of research progress. Written
progress reports are required on a
quarterly basis. All awards use standard
quarterly reporting periods (January 1
through March 31, April 1 through June
30, and so forth) regardless of the
project’s start date. Progress reports will
inform the monitor which tasks have
been completed and whether significant
delays or departures from the original
workplan are expected.

Timeliness

Grantees are expected to complete
award products within the timeframes
that have been agreed upon by NIJ and
the grantee. The Institute recognizes that
there are legitimate reasons for project
extensions. However, NIJ does not
consider the assumption of additional
research projects that impinge upon
previous time commitments as
legitimate reasons for delay. Projects
with unreasonable delays can be
terminated administratively. In this
situation, any funds remaining are
withdrawn. Future applications from
either the project director or the
recipient institution are subject to strict
scrutiny and may be denied support
based on past failure to meet minimum
standards.

Publications

The Institute encourages grantees to
prepare their work for NIJ publication.
In cases where grantees disseminate
their findings through a variety of
media, such as professional journals,
books, and conferences, copies of such
publications should be sent to the
Program Manager as they become
available, even if they appear well after
a project’s expiration. NIJ imposes no
restriction on such publications other
than the following acknowledgment and
disclaimer: This research was supported
by grant number lllll from the
National Institute of Justice. Points of
view are those of the author(s) and do
not necessarily represent the position of
the U.S. Department of Justice.

Data Confidentiality and Human
Subjects Protection

Research that examines individual
traits and experiences plays a vital part
in expanding our knowledge about
criminal behavior. It is essential,
however, that researchers protect
subjects from needless risk of harm or
embarrassment and proceed with their
willing and informed cooperation. NIJ
requires that investigators protect
information identifiable to research
participants. When information is
safeguarded, it is protected by statute
from being used in legal proceedings:
‘‘[S]uch information and copies thereof
shall be immune from legal process, and
shall not, without the consent of the
person furnishing such information, be
admitted as evidence or used for any
purpose in any action, suit, or other
judicial, legislative, or administrative
proceedings’’ (42 U.S.C. 3789g).

Applicants should file their plans to
protect sensitive information as part of
their proposal. Necessary safeguards are
detailed in 28 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR), ¶ 22. A short ‘‘how-
to’’ guideline for developing a privacy
and confidentiality plan can be obtained
from NIJ program managers.

In addition, the U.S. Department of
Justice has adopted Human Subjects
policies similar to those established by
the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services. In general, these
policies exempt most NIJ-supported
research from Institutional Review
Board (IRB) review. However, the
Institute may find in certain instances
that subjects or subject matters may
require IRB review. These exceptions
will be decided on an individual basis
during application review. Researchers
are encouraged to review 28 CFR part
46, ¶ 46.101 to determine their
individual project requirements.
Jeremy Travis,
Director, National Institute of Justice.

Office for Victims of Crime Notice of FY
1995 Discretionary Program Plan

This Program Announcement is outlined as
follows:
I. Introduction
II. New, Competitive Programs

A. Promising Strategies and Practices to
Improve Services to Crime Victims

1. Law Enforcement Agencies
2. Evidentiary Medical Examinations
a. Nurse Examiners
b. Specialized Settings
3. Prosecutors
4. Probation and Parole Agencies
5. Corrections Agencies
6. Judiciary
7. Rural Areas
8. Professional Education
9. Technology
10. White Collar Crime Victims


