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Authority: 5 U.S.C. 8716.

Subpart A—Administration and
General Provisions

§ 870.101 Definitions.
Annuitant means a former employee

entitled to an annuity under a
retirement system established for
employees. This includes the retirement
system of a nonappropriated fund
instrumentality of the Department of
Defense or the Coast Guard.

Assign and assignment refer to a
judge’s irreversible transfer to another
individual, corporation, or trustee all
ownership of FEGLI coverage (except
Option C).

Assignee means the individual,
corporation, or trustee to which a judge
irreversibly transfers ownership of
FEGLI coverage (except Option C).

Child, as used in the definition of
family member, means a legitimate
child, an adopted child, a stepchild who
lives with the employee or former
employee in a regular parent-child
relationship, or a recognized natural
child. It does not include a stillborn
child, a grandchild, or a foster child.
The child must be under age 22, or if
over age 22, must be incapable of self-
support because of a mental or physical
disability which existed before the child
reached age 22.

Child, as used in the order of
precedence, means a legitimate child, an
adopted child, or a recognized natural
child. It does not include a stillborn
child, a stepchild, a grandchild, or a
foster child. An individual who has
reached age 18 is considered an adult.
However, if the age of adulthood where
the individual has his/her legal
residence is set at a lower age, the
individual is considered an adult upon
reaching that lower age. Adopted
children do not inherit under the order
of precedence stated in 5 U.S.C. 8705
from their birth parents, other than as
designated beneficiaries, but inherit
from their adoptive parents. However, a
child who is adopted by the spouse of
a birth parent inherits from that birth
parent.

Compensation means compensation
under subchapter I of chapter 81 of title
5, United States Code, which is payable
because of an on-the-job injury or
disease.

Compensationer means an employee
or former employee who is entitled to
compensation and whom the
Department of Labor determines is
unable to return to duty.

Date of retirement, as used in 5 U.S.C.
8706(b)(1)(A), means the starting date of
annuity.

Dependent means living with or
receiving support from the insured
individual.

Duly appointed representative of the
insured’s estate means an individual
named in a court order granting the
individual the authority to receive, or
the right to possess, the insured’s
property; the order must be issued by a
court having jurisdiction over the
insured’s estate. Where the law of the
insured’s legal residence provides for
the administration of estates through
alternative procedures which do away
with the need for a court order, this
term also means an individual who
shows that he/she is entitled to receive,
or possess, the insured’s property under
the terms of those alternative
procedures.

Employee means an individual
defined by section 8701(a) of title 5,
United States Code.

Employing office means the agency
office or retirement system office that
has responsibility for life insurance
actions.

(a) The Administrative Office of the
United States Courts is the employing
office for judges of the following courts:

(1) All United States Courts of
Appeals;

(2) All United States District Courts;
(3) The Court of International Trade;
(4) The Claims Court; and
(5) The District Courts of Guam, the

Northern Mariana Islands, and the
Virgin Islands.

(b) The Washington Headquarters
Services is the employing office for
judges of the United States Court of
Military Appeals.

(c) The United States Tax Court is the
employing office for judges of the
United States Tax Court.

(d) The United States Court of
Veterans Appeals is the employing
office for judges of the United States
Court of Veterans Appeals.

Family member means a spouse
(including a valid common law
marriage) and unmarried dependent
child(ren).

Immediate annuity means (1) an
annuity that begins no later than 1
month after the date the insurance

would otherwise stop, and (2) an
annuity under § 842.204(a)(1) of this
title for which the starting date has been
postponed under § 842.204(c) of this
title.

Judge means an individual appointed
as a Federal justice or judge under
Article I or Article III of the
Constitution. Administrative law judges,
bankruptcy judges, and magistrates are
not judges for purposes of assignment of
FEGLI coverage.

OFEGLI means the Office of Federal
Employees’ Group Life Insurance,
which makes payments to beneficiaries
under the policy.

OPM means the Office of Personnel
Management.

OWCP means the Office of Workers’
Compensation Programs, U.S.
Department of Labor, which administers
subchapter I of chapter 81 of title 5,
United States Code.

Parent means the mother or father of
a legitimate child or an adopted child.
The term parent includes the mother of
a recognized natural child; it also
includes the father of a recognized
natural child if the recognized natural
child meets the definition provided
below.

Recognized natural child, with
respect to paternity, is one for whom the
father meets one of the following:

(a) (1) Has acknowledged paternity in
writing;

(2) Was ordered by a court to provide
support;

(3) Before his death, was pronounced
by a court to be the father;

(4) Was established as the father by a
certified copy of the public record of
birth or church record of baptism, if the
insured was the informant and named
himself as the father of the child; or

(5) Established paternity on public
records, such as records of schools or
social welfare agencies, which show
that with his knowledge the insured was
named as the father of the child.

(b) If paternity is not established by
paragraph (a) of this definition, such
evidence as the child’s eligibility as a
recognized natural child under other
State or Federal programs or proof that
the insured included the child as a
recognized natural child on his income
tax returns may be considered to
establish paternity.

Reconsideration means the final level
of administrative review of an agency’s
initial decision to determine if the
employing office followed the law and
regulations correctly in making the
initial decision.

Service means civilian service which
is creditable under subchapter III of
chapter 83 or chapter 84 of title 5,
United States Code. This includes


